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What and Where Is This? 

 
The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

 
Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 
You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites on our 

YouTube channel:  www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw. 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 
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http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


What was happening here 36 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in the early part of June 

1981: 

 Despite rainy weather some 800 people turned out for the Run For Life road race, which 

was the highlight of Downingtown’s fourth annual Good Neighbor Day celebration on the 

Fourth of July. Lex Ziobro and Dave Lapp again won the 9-mile competition, for women and 

men respectively. The team of Nick Giunta and Dale Krapf won the canoe race down the 

Brandywine.   

 Participants in the official reopening of the Downing Center shopping mall on East 

Pennsylvania Avenue in the borough included Vince DiEuliis, borough council president; John 

Fiore, mayor; Jim McGowan, council member; Sam Morris, state representative; Don Greenleaf, 

borough manager; and Gordon Saul, mall manager, 

 New officers of the DHS Alumni Association were Carl Valente, president; Donald Ash, 

first vice president; Steven Rosenweig, second vice president; Hazel Miller, recording secretary; 

Linda Brown, treasurer; Carol Brown, assistant treasurer; Kathy McNevich, corresponding 

secretary; and Debbie Garvey, homecoming treasurer. 

 DHS students who participated in seventh annual American Music Abroad concert 

tour in Europe were Christine Remley, Ed Otto and Brian Shaughnessy. 

 Ray Sheeler, who had been a Chevrolet dealer in Downingtown since 1928, was 

responsible for the Chevrolet Antique Association having its meeting at the Downingtown Inn, 

on Route 30, East Caln. The meeting, held every five years, included hundreds of antique and 

vintage Chevys on display in the Inn’s parking lots. 

 Downingtown Rotary won the second half championship of the Downingtown Girls’ 

Softball League by beating Whitford Flowers 13-3. Rotary’s offense was led by Dawn Rodgers, 

Stacy Poole and Regina Caffro. 

 Recent property transfers included: 1647 Farnham Lane, West Bradford, $62,790; 625 

Pancoast Lane, East Brandywine, $100,755; 116 Morris Road, Uwchlan, $72,500; 445 Spruce 

Drive, Exton, $93,540; 4 Downing Road, East Caln, $110,000; 445 W. Prospect Avenue, 

Downingtown, $48,000; 3316 Hazelwood Avenue, Thorndale, $71,000. 

 Elected as officers of the Downingtown Lions Club were Bob Barber, president; Hank 

Pollock, first vice president; Fred Porrecca, second vice president; Ken Van Gilder, third vice 

president; Max Gallman, secretary; John Rent, treasurer; Mike Bem, lion tamer; Elmer 

Hemberger, tail twister; and directors Vinton Smedley, Maurie Davis, Ray Waechter and Lew 

Pyle. 

 Elected as leaders at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Exton, were: Connie Happersett, 

Martin Reber, John Bauer, Dennis Young, Robert Wright and Ron Mitchell, finance committee; 

George Comstock, property committee; and Sheila Rees, education committee. 

  Sally Boughman, Kathy Rick, Nancy Fitzgibbons and Kim Hunter each got three hits, as 

Locust Knoll beat Cross keys in East Brandywine Women’s Softball League competition. 

 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Jay Worrall and Robin Ashby. Carol Grigson is the archivist.  



 
 

Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
 

This ad was originally published in the March 11, 1932 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 



 

What was happening here 85 years ago  
Noted below are items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in July and August 

1932: 

 Some Downingtown area 300 boys were jammed into 43 cars that transported them to 

Philadelphia’s Shibe Park to see the Athletics play a doubleheader against the Cleveland 

Indians. The entourage was escorted part way by a Minquas Fire Co. squad wagon and a borough 

police car. At City Line Avenue, the cavalcade was met by a welcoming squad of Philadelphia 

cops on motorcycles. The annual trip was sponsored by the Downingtown Lions Club. The local 

Lions Club also arranged for the DHS band to travel to Reading, where the local musicians 

played on a radio program broadcasted by a Berks County station. 

 The Downingtown Businessmen’s Club donated $200 to the borough Park Commission, 

and requested that Kerr Park be open after 1 PM on Sundays for games and sports. And 

although a plan to build a concrete pool in the park was abandoned because of a lack of 

widespread public support due to the Great Depression, the Park Commission had a low dam 

constructed just below the junction of Beaver and Brandywine Creeks, so kids could have a 

swimming hole. Recreation director Bill McAlpine noted that daily attendance at activities in 

Kerr Park was averaging about 200. 

 The number of students slated to attend Downingtown Junior-Senior High School in 

September totaled a record-breaking 325 pupils. And the monthly tuition fees paid to the 

Downingtown School District by township school districts for students, who attended a school in 

the borough, were: $6 for those in grades 1-4; $8 for those in grades 5-8; and $12 for those in the 

junior-senior high. 

 Charter members of the newly formed Downingtown Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 

included Howard Harvey, Chester Charles, Joseph Eby, William Brady, John Francella, Robert 

Dougherty, Charles Kennedy, Joseph Romano, Merritt Ibaugh, Ellis Myers, John Boyd, Melvin 

Arment, E. D. Sargent, Robert Garrett, Harry Beardsall, Peter Weiss, Clarence Fisher, Austin 

Windle, George Hurst, Fred Howe and James Walker. 

 Winners of grand prizes at the welfare carnival, sponsored by the American Legion and 

Downingtown Lions Club, were: Mary Rodgers, first, $20 in gold; Mary Davis, second, $10 in 

gold; and Joe Colella, third, $5 in gold. And winners of a gate prize—three-piece sets of wicker 

furniture—were Mrs. William Wharry, Frank Euler, John Petrella, Earl Walton and Anthony 

DiLuigi. 

 Officers elected to lead Downingtown’s Patriotic Order of Sons of America Camp 

were Harry Brown, president; John Nichols, vice president; Wilmer Pease, master of forms; 

Morris Ott, conductor; John LeFever, inspector; John Pannebaker, guard; and George Perry, 

trustee. 

 Installed as officers of the Downingtown Moose Lodge were Gertrude Deets, president; 

Sara MacIntire, past president; Mary Hilton, junior regent; Agnes Trace, chaplain; Effie Spencer, 

treasurer; Mary Algier, recorder; Carrie Francella, guide; Mary Cahill, sentinel; and Mary 

Ralston, adjutant. 

 

 

 



 

Group Photo of the Week 

 
DHS cheerleaders are pictured as they check their makeup during a 1957 football game. They 

included, in no particular order, Polly Pennypacker, Mary Ann Phillips, Karen Sigle, Gerry 

McCombs, Mary Jane Sabellico, Susie McCue, Shirley Jessee and Barbara Osborne. 

 

 

In case you missed any of the June Hist-O-Grams 
Here are the Hist-O-Grams we released in June, in case you missed any of them: 

June 1: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/June%201%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

June 8: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/June%208%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

June 15: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/June%2015%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

June 22: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/June%2022%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf  

June 29: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/June%2029%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/June%201%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/June%201%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/June%208%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/June%208%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/June%2015%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/June%2015%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/June%2022%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/June%2022%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/June%2029%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/June%2029%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf


 

Way to go, Matt Helm 

 
Matt Helm reportedly was the first person to use a self-propelled wheel cycle when he 

participated in Downingtown’s 39
th

 annual Good Neighbor Day road race on the Fourth of July. 

Matt continues to recover from a kayaking accident, which left him paralyzed from the waist 

down, several years ago. Photo provided by the History of Downingtown Football Facebook 

page. 

 



Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on the on the right side of the home page of our website, you’ll find 

access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

 

 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Bats for Matt  
The ninth annual Bats For Matt Softball Tournament will be held on Saturday, July 15 & Sunday, 16. Donations for 

this year’s tournament are being accepted. If you or your business would like to donate an item for our raffle table 

please send an email to: BatsForMattSoftball@gmail.com.  

Stop by our tournament and be an umpire for one game and earn a free meal. No experience necessary! If interested, 

stop by the tournament and reach out to one of the Ciarlone boys working the registration table.  

To register your team, please send an email to BatsForMattSoftball@gmail.com, Bigciarlone@gmail.com, or 

Krazzielazzie224@yahoo.com. In your email, please include your team name, team captain and a cell phone number 

for your team captain. All the information about your team and the rules for the tournament can be found on 

the rules & registration page. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out to us.   
 

Movie Nite in Park 
Downingtown’s Parks & Recreation Commission will host a Movie Night near the Kerr Park gazebo on Saturday, 

July 15. The event starts at 8 PM, with an 8:15 PM show time. The free, family-friendly movie is “Inside Out!” The 

P&R will provide popcorn (while supplies last). Please bring refreshments, chairs and blankets for your family. If 

there is inclement weather the event will be cancelled. 
 

Chronic Waste Disease 
Wayne Laroche, director, Bureau of Wildlife Management, Penna. Game Commission, will discuss Chronic Waste 

Disease, which attacks the brain of infected deer, elk and moose, when the West Caln Historical Society meets at 

7 PM on Tuesday, July 18 in the West Caln Township administration building, 721 W. Kings Hwy., Wagontown. 

The meeting are free and open to the public.  
 

Chicken BBQ Dinner 
Marshallton United Methodist Church, 1282 West Strasburg Road, is hosting a Chicken BBQ Dinner on Saturday, 

August 12. The menu includes BBQ chicken (leg/thigh), cole slaw, corn on the cob, baked beans, roll & butter, 

dessert, and beverage. Hours for the "Eat-in" or "Take-out" option are from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. Cost is $13/adult and 

$5/child (5 to 12 years of age) if ordered before August 7 and $15/$5 at the door. Contact the church office at (610) 

696-5247 or office@marshalltonchurch.org with any questions. 

 

Links for the Library Golf Outing 
Downingtown Library will hold its third annual Links for the Library 18-hole golf outing on Monday, July 31 at 

Whtiford Country Club. The event includes lunch and a dinner reception. All proceeds will go to the Downingtown 

Library. For more info, contact Mary Larsen at: mlars315@gmail.com.     

 

Summer Jam Series 
The Downingtown Main Street Association’s third annual Summer Jam series will continue at Kerr Park in 

Downingtown on Friday night, July 28.  In addition to the music, the jams will include craft and food vendors. For 

more info, see: www.downingtownmainstreet.com/ 
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mailto:mlars315@gmail.com
www.downingtownmainstreet.com/


Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma will host Bruce Mowday on Thursday, July 6, when he will speak about his book, Jailing the 

Johnston Gang: Bringing Serial Murders to Justice at Bell Hall, Montgomery School, 1141 Kimberton Road, 

Chester Springs. The event will begin at 6:30 PM with a wine & cheese reception, followed by Mowday’s talk at 7 

PM. Tickets may be purchased at the door for $5. Members of the Mill at Anselma attend free of charge. Books will 

be available for purchase. 

And The Mill, on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, also will 

celebrate Life in the 1860s from 10 AM to 4 PM Saturday, July 8, when it hosts the Union Patriotic League and the 

Mifflin Guard Civilians, reenacting groups who aim to educate the public regarding the life and work of American 

civilians during the mid-1800s. Their demonstrations will inform and delight visitors of all ages. Included in their 

demonstrations are open fire cooking and baking, chair caning, sewing and other needlework, knitting, ladies hair 

styling and products, band boxes, painting, and other hand crafts.  

The Mill will also be running a demonstration that day to show how corn was ground over 150 years ago. Visitors 

will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see 

and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or 

visit www.anselmamill.org. The Mill is open for tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM. Admission 

is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  
 

Open Houses in Lionville 
The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Moore School is the original one room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

 

mailto:info@anselmamill.org
http://www.anselmamill.org/
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What and Where Is This? 

 
The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 
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What was happening here 36 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in the latter part of June 

1981: 

 The Downingtown Area School Board revised its punishment code for students who 

violated the district’s drug and alcohol policies. Penalties for students caught using or 

possessing drugs or alcohol on school property, on school buses, or at school activities were 

increased from a 20-day suspension to 30 days. Second offenders or those who caught selling or 

distributing drugs or alcohol were to be expelled.  

 The School Board also agreed to establish boys’ and girls’ swim teams as a varsity 

sport at DHS. The teams would practice in the pool being built at the Brandywine YMCA, and 

that would be the site for home meets, as well. And the school directors recommended that the 

annual salary of Dr. Charles Micken, superintendent, be increased from $53,000 to $59,000.     

 The possibility of razing the Pennsylvania House on West Lancaster Avenue in 

Downingtown was being discussed by Herbert Balian, owner of the three-story structure since 

1971, and borough officials. The vacant building was the target of vandalism and unfit for 

habitation since it was severely damaged by a February 1981 fire. The original part of the 

building served as a tavern until 1848, when it became the Pennsylvania House Hotel when 

Henry Eicholtz was the proprietor. And President Lincoln’s funeral train stopped at the hotel to 

refuel at the railroad station next door. In recent times, the site had stores on the ground floor and 

apartments on the upper floors. 

 Plans to build a total of 962 townhouses in the Kings Crossing and Eaglesmere 

developments in Upper Uwchlan attracted some 60 township residents to a supervisors’ 

meeting. The supervisors said they were opposed to the plans as well, but they were waiting for 

advice from “outside counsel.” 

 Members of the LYA major league all-star team were Mike Costello, Tim Lawler, 

Sean Traynor, Duane Oakes, Rob Brandl, Mike Lizdas, Mike Jorgenson, John McCormack, John 

Murray, Tom Katancik, Dave Preikszas, Brian Hughes, Bob McAuliffe and John Donohue.  

 Elected as leaders of the Downingtown Rotary Club were Frank Brouse, president; 

Bruce Bredickas, first vice president; Leon Bixler, second vice president; Albert Holman, 

secretary; David Kirkner, treasurer; and directors Bob Cropper, Larry Reed and William Mason,   

 Recent property transfers included: 202 Kelley Lane, Uwchlan, $104,900; 1316 Blair 

Circle, West Bradford, $72,125; 420 Church St., Downingtown, $56,000; 543 Fairview Road, 

Wallace, $56,500; 123 Clearview Drive, East Brandywine, $66,900; 223 Westbury Court, Caln, 

$49,000.  

 Rod Bell and Cathy Palski set new team records as Pennypacker Country Club swim 

team beat Wagontown 318-146 in Brandywine Swim League action. 

 Winners in the 4-mile road race, sponsored by the Uwchlan Township Recreation 

Commission, were Mike Bizal in the senior bracket and Faith Faller in the junior division. 

 Those who took first place in the Home Run Derby at Kerr Park were Jim Mastroianni, 

8 and 9-year-olds; Scott Torrance, 10, 11 and 12-year-olds; John Hayes, 13, 13 and 15-year-olds. 

 Boy Scouts from the Marshallton area, who attended the National Scout Jamboree at  

Fort A. P. Hill, VA, included Brian Flaherty, Ronnie Chiesa, Stephen Bowser, Greg Sleeman and 

John Pfeiffer, plus scoutmaster Ken Trimble.   

 Winners in the bubble gum blowing competition at the Lionville Playground were: Tina 

Astwood, Edgar Tinson, Malinda Jones, Paul Nicholson, Nolan Purnel and Demaris Roy. And 



softball throwing contest winners at the Wagenseller Park Playground in Wallace were Amy 

and Steve Mitchell, Jenny Kohler, Melanie Seiforth, Francine Armstrong, Heather Dillinger, 

Mary Jane Poluch, Renee and Rick Kacmar, Jeff and Kenny Seese, and Fred Wendig,   

 
Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

This ad was originally published in the May 26, 1964 edition of the Daily Local News. 

 

 



What locals were talking about in July 1956 
Noted below are news items originally published in the Downingtown Archive 61 years ago: 

 The Downingtown School Board decided to “get in line” for state aid to help finance a 

new high school. The junior-senior high school, built in 1932 on Manor Avenue, was at 

capacity, with an enrollment of 920 students. And there were 1,150 pupils now in the local 

elementary schools who were projected to be enrolled at DHS in 1961. And that projection didn’t 

include inevitable growth created by new residents moving into the Downingtown area.  

 The end of manual telephone service came to an end in Downingtown, and a direct dial 

system was introduced. No longer did a Bell Telephone operator ask, “Number please,” when a 

call was put through.  

 Downingtown area beauticians increased their prices to $1.75 for a shampoo and a finger 

wave, and to $1.25 for a haircut. 

 Robert Plank was elected president of the Downingtown Rotary Club. Also elected 

were Robert Piersol, vice president; Clarence Dorsey, secretary; and Edward McCausland, 

treasurer.  

 A community band was being formed by the Downingtown School District and the 

borough’s Kerr Park Commission. William Ifert and Joe Poltrone were the co-directors. 

 Downingtown’s summer recreation program was underway, with Mary Jane Bird 

running the East Ward School playground and Thelma Heller in charge of the playground at 

West Ward School.  

 Glenmoore Brownies who attended day camp were Susy Houck, Norma Howe, Bonnie 

Moore, Cathy Bingaman, Nancy and Mary Ann Harple, Jean Reisling, Sandra Strickland and Jill 

Loomis. 

 Employment at Beloit-Eastern had increased from 265 workers to more than 500 

employees in the past six months. The firm purchased a 4.5-acre tract on Lincoln Avenue in 

Downingtown, from Ellis King, so there would be more parking space for employees.  

 The Exton Drive-in movie theatre opened on Route 100. 

 The 18-hole golf course at Whitford Country Club was being built, at a projected cost 

of $400,000. 

 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on the on the right side of the home page of our website, you’ll find 

access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 
You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites on our 

YouTube channel:  www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw. 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw


Group Photo of the Week 

 
Representatives of the municipalities served by the Downingtown Area Regional Sewer 

Authority in 2000, pictured above, were, left to right: Ben Valocchi, East Caln; Danny Castaldi, 

Downingtown; Don Greenleaf, Uwchlan; Charles O’Donnell, Caln; and Keith Choper, West 

Whiteland. 

 

Coral Hall had been at 114 E. Lancaster Avenue  

 
Bud Bruton is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person to correctly identify the 

location of the site in the photo above as 114 East Lancaster Ave. in Downingtown. All we know 

about Coral Hall is that it was used as a public meeting place in the late 19th Century. Many 

local residents remember the building as the location of Hutchison’s Rexall Drug Store for much 

of the 20th Century. Currently, it’s the home of Downingtown Youth Meditation, Candy 

Vigorita’s All State Insurance Agency and Commonwealth Engineers Inc . 

 



Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Shakespeare in the Park  
Hosted by the Downingtown Parks and Recreation Commission, the Center for Performing and Fine Arts will 

present its touring production of Shakespeare’s timeless comedy, “Twelfth Night” from 6-9 PM   Saturday, July 29 

at Kerr Park. This is a free, family-friendly event. Please bring a blanket and lounge chairs and join in on the classic 

summer fun. 
 

Strikeouts for Katie 
The fourth annual Strikeouts for Katie Softball Tournament will be held on Saturday, August 26 on the 

Downingtown Little League field on Manor Avenue, Downingtown. Proceeds will be used for scholarships to active 

participants attending the Technical College High School-Brandywine Campus, cosmetology program, and to a 

graduating senior from DHS West girls’ softball program, as well as being used for sponsoring numerous charity 

events. For more details, see: www.strikeoutsforkatie.com. 
 

Bats for Matt  
The ninth annual Bats For Matt Softball Tournament will be held on Saturday, July 15 & Sunday, 16. Donations for 

this year’s tournament are being accepted. If you or your business would like to donate an item for a raffle table 

please send an email to: BatsForMattSoftball@gmail.com.  

Stop by our tournament and be an umpire for one game and earn a free meal. No experience necessary! If interested, 

stop by the tournament and reach out to one of the Ciarlone boys working the registration table.  

To register your team, please send an email to BatsForMattSoftball@gmail.com, Bigciarlone@gmail.com, or 

Krazzielazzie224@yahoo.com. In your email, please include your team name, team captain and a cell phone number 

for your team captain. All the information about your team and the rules for the tournament can be found on 

the rules and regulations section of: www.batsformatt.com.   
 

Movie Nite in Park 
Downingtown’s Parks & Recreation Commission will host a Movie Night near the Kerr Park gazebo on Saturday, 

July 15. The event starts at 8 PM, with an 8:15 PM show time. The free, family-friendly movie is “Inside Out!” The 

P&R Commission will provide popcorn (while supplies last). Please bring refreshments, chairs and blankets for your 

family. If there is inclement weather, the event will be cancelled. 
 

Chronic Waste Disease 
Wayne Laroche, director, Bureau of Wildlife Management, Penna. Game Commission, will discuss Chronic Waste 

Disease, which attacks the brain of infected deer, elk and moose, when the West Caln Historical Society meets at 

7 PM on Tuesday, July 18 in the West Caln Township administration building, 721 W. Kings Hwy., Wagontown. 

The meeting are free and open to the public.  
 

Chicken BBQ Dinner 
Marshallton United Methodist Church, 1282 West Strasburg Road, is hosting a Chicken BBQ Dinner on Saturday, 

August 12. The menu includes BBQ chicken (leg/thigh), cole slaw, corn on the cob, baked beans, roll & butter, 

dessert, and beverage. Hours for the "Eat-in" or "Take-out" option are from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. Cost is $13/adult and 

$5/child (5 to 12 years of age) if ordered before August 7 and $15/$5 at the door. Contact the church office at (610) 

696-5247 or office@marshalltonchurch.org with any questions. 
 

Links for the Library Golf Outing 
Downingtown Library will hold its third annual Links for the Library 18-hole golf outing on Monday, July 31 at 

Whtiford Country Club. The event includes lunch and a dinner reception. All proceeds will go to the Downingtown 

Library. For more info, contact Mary Larsen at: mlars315@gmail.com.     
 

Summer Jam Series 
The Downingtown Main Street Association’s third annual Summer Jam series will continue at Kerr Park in 

Downingtown on Friday night, July 28.  In addition to the music, the jams will include craft and food vendors. For 

more info, see: www.downingtownmainstreet.com 

/ 
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Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma, on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot 

water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org.  
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Moore School is the original one room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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What and Where Is This? 

 
The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 
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What locals were talking about 67 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local newspapers in the latter part of March 1950: 

 Hundreds of local people responded after Dr. Howard Davis, a Downingtown physician, 

asked for volunteers to donate blood for Thomas DiOttavio, who was in critical condition at 

Chester County Hospital, following an accident on Route 30 in Frazer. DiOttavio, a borough 

resident, was thrown more than 100 feet after his vehicle collided with a truck operated by 

Eugene Farkosh of Somerset, PA. Farkosh was killed as a result of the collision. Burned over 

more than 30 percent of his body, DiOttavio also suffered a fractured hip, which couldn’t be 

immediately repaired surgically due to the extensive burns he suffered. 

 Officers of the newly established West Pikeland School PTA group were Mrs. Kenneth 

Hall, president; Edmund Burbank, vice president; Mrs. Charles Platt, secretary; and James Stull, 

treasurer. Committee chairmen included: Mrs. Vincent Reed and Mrs. John Carmichael, 

hospitality; Mrs. Edward Mill, legislation; Mrs. Kenneth Bell and Mrs. Henry Wachsmuth, 

health; Katherine Mosteller and Mrs. George Seel, music. 

 Candidates for membership in the Patriotic Sons of America in Chester Springs 

included: Chester Mull, Forrest and Theodore Gottier, Ralph Hettinger, Luther Kulp, Norman 

Frank, Gilbert Cornog, Robert Chrisman, Joseph Styer, Kenneth Wheatley, Bill Vail, Gilbert 

Frame, Clem Lutz, Edgar Heideman, David Casner, Alex Szabo, Terry Deputy, Robert Wagner, 

Louis Mowrer, Ray Loomis, Albert Green, Roy Miller, Henry Shaner and Clyde Griffith. 

 Paul Arizin, Villanova’s all-American basketball player, led the scoring with 23 points, 

as the Wildcats clobbered the St. Anthony’s Lodge team 90-55 in an exhibition game in the DHS 

gym. However, St. Anthony’s won the Downingtown Community Basketball League by beating 

Downingtown Paper Co. 52-44. Bill Mackey was St. Anthony’s top scorer, with 18 points. 

  Downingtown Cub Scouts, who made paper nut cups for the Easter food trays at 

Embreeville State Hospital patients, included Donald Yannascoli, John Graveno, Denny 

Williams, Billy Natalie, Jackie Poluch, Jakie Ax, Leonard Bartelmo and Sammie May. 

 Members of the Downingtown Junior Woman’s Club, who modeled clothing in the 

annual fashion show, included Mrs. Edward Towson, Mrs. Charlotte Bucker, Mrs. James 

Newcombe, Mrs. George Bass, Mrs. Hibbert Wells, Mrs. Arthur Anderson, Mrs. Walter 

Gallagher, Mrs. Thomas Brookover, Mrs. Parke Moore, Mrs. Arthur Philips and Mrs. Nelson 

Norris.  

 A “Ma, Pa, Me” banquet was held at DHS for members of the Future Homemakers of 

America and their mothers, and members of the Future Farmers of America and their fathers. 

The dinner was prepared, under the supervision of home economics teacher Evelyn Thompson, 

by these ninth graders: Doris Cox, Mary Jo DiBerardinis, Betty Ann Forbes, Carol Royce, Betty 

Baldwin, Edith Smyers, Mildred Sorenson, Betty Gilkin and Frances Mascherino. 

 Art students of Mrs. Edward Manning, East Brandywine, who exhibited their paintings, 

were Mrs. Paul Bicking, Mrs. William Bender, Mrs. Frank Sinex, Mrs. Vivian Pease, Elizabeth 

Masse, Mrs. B. A. Edwards and Mrs. William Payne.  

 Participants in a “Tom Thumb Wedding” at Marshallton Methodist Church were Harry 

Cann; Joan Johnson, Lois Hoopes, Susie McCue, Ronald Davis, Johnny Spellman, Rodney 

Wilson, Ira Young, Dick Durnall, Barry Wickersham, Martin McClure, Mart Johnson and Buffy 

Chambers.  

 Bell Telephone announced that it was going to introduce direct dial service in Eagle and 

Glenmoore in the fall, and central offices were to be built in those villages, as well. 



 New members of the Downingtown American Legion Post were Edward Boyd, Dr. Paul 

Fidler, Howard Pyle, Warren Mitchell and Maurice Gottier. 

 Seventh graders at West Ward School, who participated in the operetta, “Steam Boat A 

Comin,” included Richard Nields, Thomas Woodward, Ronald Jefferis, Richard Short, Buddy 

Stauffer, William Arters, Eugene Terriman, Sallie Johnson, Jane Walleigh, Patty Sciarretta, 

Sonja Scheie, Attmore Pollock, Joseph Ursini, Joy Ann Stevens, Wayne Lapp, Jerry March, Jack 

Moore, Anne McQueen, Earl Gillespie and Tommy Sheehan.   

 Lionville Cub Scouts, who graduated into Boy Scout Troop 19, were Robert Peoples, 

Donny LaRose, Marvin Jenkins, Thomas Gottier, Jack Benner, Gerald Stinson, Dennis Ellmore, 

Larry Stine, George Miller, Larry Reed and Jon Stewart.  

 

 

Group Photo of the Week 

 
The staff of the Cuckoo (DHS yearbook) in 1922 included, left to right: first row, Eugene Foster, 

William McFarlan, faculty advisor Paul Gast, Richard McNeill, faculty advisor R.B. Taylor, 

George Bousum, William Mahan; second row, George Sener, Horace Carpenter, Sara Baen, 

Mildred Barret; third row, faculty advisor Harvey Fishburn, Mary Jane Dowlin, Mildred Pecket, 

Joseph Huggins, Anna Eby, Alton Connell, Martha Benner, Theresa Francella , Francis Tweed. 

The title of the DHS yearbook was changed to “Our Year” in 1955. 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 
You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites on our 

YouTube channel:  www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw


 
It was fire at 225 & 227 Mary Street in March 1950 

 
Ross Ney of Baldwinsville, NY, who is a Downingtown native, is a truly perceptive scholar 

because he was the first person who correctly identified the scene in the photo above (provided 

by the Alert Fire Co.) as the houses at 225 and 227 Mary Street, which were destroyed by a fire 

on March 2, 1950. They were the homes of Mrs. Edith Thompson and Scott Reifsnyder. Quick 

action by Downingtown firefighters probably saved the entire block of semidetached, frame 

homes on Mary Street, according an article in the Daily Local News. 

Bob Stevens, who also identified the photo, recalls the fire because he was attending West Ward 

School, and the principal asked if any of the kids in each class lived on Mary Street. Bob lived 

on the corner of Mary and Stuart. The principal then “walked all of us to our homes to make sure 

our parents were home at the time.” Included in the group of kids were Teddy Thompson and 

Bobby Reifsnyder, whose homes were destroyed in the fire. 

  
.  

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on the on the right side of the home page of our website, you’ll find 

access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org


What was happening here 85 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in September and 

October 1932: 

 The Great Depression impacted most Downingtown area residents indirectly, when they 

learned that the boards of the two banks in the borough had decided to merge. As a result, 

Downingtown National Bank, incorporated in 1864, and Grange National Bank, chartered in 

1907, were consolidated into a new Downingtown National Bank. Officers of the surviving bank 

were Thomas Downing, president; Charles Thomas, vice president; E. P. Fisher, vice president 

and cashier; and assistant cashiers Ernest Smedley, Howard Baldwin, Joseph Miller, and George 

Roop. The new bank’s directors included Lewis Baldwin, Ellis Brown, Jacob Edge, Wilmer 

Johnson, William Marshall, William Mittel, Horace Pyle, Gilbert Smedley and Hastings 

Whiteside. 

 The cornerstone laying ceremonies at the site of the planned new junior-senior high 

school on Manor Avenue, got started with a parade, and was concluded with the placing copies 

of local newspapers, the 1932 Cuckoo (DHS yearbook), documents related to the decision to 

build the new school and the $160,000 bond issue, a Bible, a list of the teachers and the students 

in the school district into a copper box in the cement cornerstone. 

 And the Downingtown Lions Club’s Welfare Committee reported that it was providing 

food and other aid to 150 local families, as a result of donations from local organizations and 

business firms, including $1,200 from the Community Chest (United Way), and a rent-free 

shelter on Brandywine Avenue provided by the Bicking Paper Co.  

 The annual report of the Minquas Ambulance Corps noted that it had responded to 93 

calls over the past 12 months. Despite a $360 contribution by the Community Chest and a 30 

cents-per-mile fee billed for transporting patients, the ambulance service had a $128 deficit for 

the 1932 fiscal year. 

 Despite the economic challenges at that time, two local businessmen opened restaurants 

in the borough business district. Nicholas Zaferes featured seafood as a specialty and 40-cent 

dinners at his Center Square Restaurant, and Christ Nicholas took ownership of the 

refurbished Dining Room Restaurant, which he had been operating at 125 E. Lancaster Ave. 

for eight years. 

 Officers of the Guild Auxiliary at St. James Episcopal Church in Downingtown, which 

was a consolidation of four women’s groups at the church, included Mrs. John Noll, president; 

Mrs. C. S. Rutter, first vice president; Mrs. H. P. Meredith, second vice president; Mrs. Walter 

McIlvain, third vice president; Mrs. Emily Taylor, corresponding secretary; Mrs. W. P. Canby, 

recording secretary; and Mrs. William Ash, treasurer. 

 The newly established Brandywine VFW Post 845 in Downingtown had a parade in the 

borough, which included members of the local American Legion Post in the line of march. The 

Legion’s officers included Lee Hamilton, commander; Cooley Conrad, first vice commander; 

Robert Dougherty, second vice commander; Joseph Miller, finance officer; Paul Dague, 

historian; Horace Phipps, sergeant-at-arms; and Rev. David Stewart, chaplain.   

 

 

 

 



Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the August 5, 1932 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 
 

 



Shoveling stone before installing bricks on smokehouse floor 

 
Marion Piccolomini, secretary of the Historical Society board, does some of the heavy lifting, as 

Jay Worrall, board member and house chairman, waits his turn. Other board members who also 

recently helped cover the dirt floor of the smokehouse with stone, before installing a brick 

flooring, were: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, vice president; Mike Dunn, who provided 

this photo; Robin Ashby; plus volunteer Mark Viglione. The 19th Century smokehouse is 

adjacent to the Historical Society’s 1709 headquarters on Route 30 in East Caln.  

 
Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Jay Worrall and Robin Ashby. Carol Grigson is the archivist. 

 

 

In case you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 
You can access the July 13 issue of our Hist-O-Gram via: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/July%2013%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/July%2013%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/July%2013%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf


Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Kids Night at Shadyside 
West Bradford Twp. will have a Kids Night at Shadyside Park at 6:30 PM on Thursday, July 20. Fun and family 

entertainment will include juggling and comedy with Al Grout.  
 

Community Day & Run For Parks 
East Brandywine’s Community Day will be held from 11 AM until 3 PM on Saturday, August 19 at the township’s 

Community Park. New this year are: Kid’s Fun Zone—moonbounces, climbing wall, bungee jumps, spider climb, 

giant swings and more. For $20 all ages can enjoy a super time filled with exercise and fun all day. And the East 

Brandywine Cup will be back—An opportunity for a team of 8 can win $500 for their non-profit charity. Fun 

challenging events such as Flick the Chicken, the Egg Toss, Corn Cobb Toss will keep you entertained. Other events 

and activities include an antique & classic car show, crafters, pony & hay rides, bingo, food and music. 

At dark, the Fire Company will provide fireworks to end the evening. If you would like to be a part of this year’s 

Community Day, contact Sandy Lammey at parkandrec@ebrandywine.org or Dave Summers at 

dsummers@ebrandywine.org or by leaving a message at the township office at 610-269-8230. 

The fourth annual Run For Parks also will be held on Saturday, August 19. To register and for details, see: 

www.ebrandywine.org/calendar.aspx?EID=801. 
 

Shakespeare in the Park  
Hosted by the Downingtown Parks and Recreation Commission, the Center for Performing and Fine Arts will 

present its touring production of Shakespeare’s timeless comedy, “Twelfth Night” from 6-9 PM   Saturday, July 29 

at Kerr Park. This is a free, family-friendly event. Please bring a blanket and lounge chairs and join in on the classic 

summer fun. 
 

Summer Jam Series 
The Downingtown Main Street Association’s third annual Summer Jam series will continue at Kerr Park in 

Downingtown on Friday night, July 28.  In addition to the music, the jams will include craft and food vendors. For 

more info, see: www.downingtownmainstreet.com 

Strikeouts for Katie 
The fourth annual Strikeouts for Katie Softball Tournament will be held on Saturday, August 26 on the 

Downingtown Little League field on Manor Avenue, Downingtown. Proceeds will be used for scholarships to active 

participants attending the Technical College High School-Brandywine Campus, cosmetology program, and to a 

graduating senior from DHS West girls’ softball program, as well as being used for sponsoring numerous charity 

events. For more details, see: www.strikeoutsforkatie.com. 
 

Chicken BBQ Dinner 
Marshallton United Methodist Church, 1282 West Strasburg Road, is hosting a Chicken BBQ Dinner on Saturday, 

August 12. The menu includes BBQ chicken (leg/thigh), cole slaw, corn on the cob, baked beans, roll & butter, 

dessert, and beverage. Hours for the "Eat-in" or "Take-out" option are from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. Cost is $13/adult and 

$5/child (5 to 12 years of age) if ordered before August 7 and $15/$5 at the door. Contact the church office at (610) 

696-5247 or office@marshalltonchurch.org with any questions. 
 

Links for the Library Golf Outing 
Downingtown Library will hold its third annual Links for the Library 18-hole golf outing on Monday, July 31 at 

Whitford Country Club. The event includes lunch and a dinner reception. All proceeds will go to the Downingtown 

Library. For more info, contact Mary Larsen at: mlars315@gmail.com.     
 

Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma, on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot 

water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org.  
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Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Moore School is the original one room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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What and Where Is This? 

 

The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 
You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites on our 

YouTube channel:  www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 
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What was happening here 52 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local newspapers in early March 1965: 

 Walter Leland, Downingtown’s borough manager, sent the Downingtown Area Joint 

School Board a copy of a letter from the Pennsylvania Association of Boroughs, which claimed 

that the planned merger of several township school districts into the Downingtown school system 

was an “attack on our boroughs and a threat to home rule.” Superintendent of Schools 

Raymond Baugher was directed to advise Leland that the majority of the school board and most 

of area’s residents favored the merger.  

 Representatives of Downingtown’s First Baptist Church sought a special permit from 

the borough’s Zoning Board to eventually build a church and a parsonage on a 9.9-acre tract at 

Pennsylvania and Lloyd Avenues. Irving Geschwindt, Zoning Board chairman, said he expected 

a favorable decision since no one opposed the plan. Vernon Jameson, of the church board, 

testified that the land, to be acquired from William Lloyd for $4,000 an acre, was the “last source 

after two years of searching for a new site.” The congregation was organized in 1883 and its first 

church was built in 1890 at Pennsylvania and Manor Avenues in the borough. Except for the 

sanctuary, the original church was replaced in 1938, and an addition was constructed in 1960. 

 Officers of the East Brandywine-Wallace School Authority were Emanuel Gindin, 

president; James Nelson, secretary; Philip Kirtland, treasurer; and Edward Crane, assistant 

treasurer. 

 A record player and a projection screen for classroom use, framed reproductions of 

paintings to be in the school hallways, $400 worth of books for the school library, and $5 for 

each teacher to reimburse them for purchases they had made for pupils were contributions made 

by the Pickering Valley Home and School Association. A square dance and sale of Easter 

candy were two of the association’s planned fund raising efforts. 

 Bonnie MacDougal, Linda Garvine, Karen Gottier, Cindy Styer, Kathy Stanford and Judy 

Dewees of Girl Scout Troop 1070 in Eagle collected pennies for the Julliette Low Fund. 

Leaders of the troop were Mrs. Alan Dewees, Mrs. Robert Simpson and Mrs. Robert 

MacDougal. 

 Karen Cummins, Joyce Mull, Beth Willoughby and Mark Schreier were winners of the 

stewardship poster contest, honored at a dinner at St. Paul United Church of Christ, Lionville. 

 Some 100 Cub Scouts, parents and guests attended a Blue and Gold banquet in the 

cafetorium of Beaver Creek School, Downingtown. Cubs honored at the banquet included: Blake 

and Bill Dorman, Burt Hough, Albert DeMatteo, Joe Ippolito, Philip Ham, Steve Singer, Roger 

Patrizio, Steve Hemberger, Jerry Keen, Steve Best and John Haas. 

 The Downingtown Republican Committee decided to endorse incumbent borough 

councilmen Armand Taraschi, Fred Pollock and Mayor Creston Shoemaker in the May primary 

election. And Warren Strawsnyder, president of the Downingtown Chamber of Commerce was 

nominated to take the seat of Councilman W. P. Canby, who decided not to run for re-election. 

W. I. Pollock was endorsed to continue as one of the borough’s school directors. And since 

George Aumiller decided not to run again for tax collector, Thomas Courtless was chosen to seek 

that position. 



           The Downingtown Democratic Committee slate of nominees included: Anthony 

Colella, mayor; Benjamin Spence and Thomas Benton, borough council; Margarette Helm, tax 

collector; and Leo Ciarlone, justice of the peace. 

 Kenneth Dunn, Kathy Ames, Elsie Cohen, Jeanne Dorsey, Ruth Travaglini and Janet 

Strawsnyder, members of the Future Teachers of America at DHS, attended a conference at 

Temple University. And DHS students who won prizes in a kitchen planning competition, 

sponsored by the Philadelphia Electric Co., were Dorothy Hendrix, who won an electric hair 

dryer; Susan Blake, who received an electric blanket. And three DHS sophomores—Janie 

Forbes, Joy Henssler and Edie Thompson—won the hand-made dress competition, sponsored 

by the Chester County Federation of Woman’s Clubs. 

 

It was the Prospect School in Upper Uwchlan 

 
David Downing is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who correctly 

identified the site in the photo above as the former Prospect School in Upper Uwchlan Township. 

David attended fifth and sixth grades there in the early 1950s. “I remember carrying buckets of 

coal for the pot belly heater to heat the school and how cold it was in the winter mornings. I 

think the one-room school houses provided a good education because you got to learn what the 

6th graders were being taught, as well as what you were getting in the 5th grade,” says David, 

who graduated from DHS in 1964. After a career in the Air Force, David and his wife (the 

former Vickie Thompson, DHS Class of 1965) settled in Choctaw, OK.  “We've been here in the 

Oklahoma City metro area since 1971, except for a year when I was in Turkey. We have both 

been fully retired for several years. We still get back to the Downingtown area once a year.”  

Built in 1862, the school was closed in 1964, when all the elementary school students in Upper 

Uwchlan and West Pikeland Townships started attending the new Pickering Valley School, 



according to The Upper Uwchlan, A Place Betwixt and Between, written by Estelle Cremers and 

Pamela Shenk. 

 

 
 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Jay Worrall and Robin Ashby. Carol Grigson is the archivist. 

 

Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the March 6, 1931 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

What locals were talking about 85 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in November and 

December 1932: 

 Herbert Hoover garnered nearly 70 percent of the votes cast by borough residents in the 

presidential election. The southwest precinct, popularly known as Johnsontown, was the only 

section of town where Franklin D. Roosevelt got more votes—and just a plurality of three 

votes—than his Republican opponent.  

And in a model election at DHS, the students cast 152 votes for Hoover; an unnamed 

Socialist candidate got 115, and Roosevelt came in third, with 81 votes. 

Since Roosevelt won the national election, however, there was a “noisy and enthusiastic” 

parade in the borough, conducted by Democrat supporters on Election Night. The victory parade 

included the DHS band (“resplendent in their new uniforms”) and over 50 cars and trucks. A 

contingent from East Brandywine brought a manure spreader and a hearse transporting a stuffed 

GOP elephant. The Alert’s ladder truck was expected to be in the parade, but several of the fire 

company’s Republican members nixed that idea at the last moment. 

 Following a merger of the two local financial institutions, money and securities from the 

Grange National Bank on East Lancaster Avenue were transported less than a block, to the 

Downingtown National Bank in the borough’s Center Square. The Saturday afternoon transfer 

was accomplished by Chester Glisson chief of police, and Joe Newlin, patrolman.  

 The DHS Athletic Committee decided, once again, to discontinue the girls’ basketball 

team. However, the committee rescinded that decision, following pressure from the community 

and a petition signed by 85 “furious” girls. Subsequently, the school board learned that the 

current coach had a medical problem, and “it was too much trouble for other members of the 

DHS faculty to take on this added duty without extra pay.” The school directors tossed the issue 

into the principal’s lap. 

 The Downingtown Rotary Club decided to begin conducting its weekly meetings at the 

Downingtown Woman’s Club. When the Rotary Club was first formed six years earlier, its 

dinner meetings were held at the Woman’s Club on Manor Avenue for several years. But in 

recent years, the Rotarians had been meeting at the Bell Tavern, owned by Lewis Downing, and 

operated by Raymond Daller who decided to start operating a chicken farm. 

 Although the federal Prohibition laws were soon to be repealed, a junior branch of the 

Women’s Christian Temperance Union was established at the Downingtown Methodist 

Church. Officers of the new organization were Jack Lamping, president; Park Moore, vice 

president; Alice Dennis, corresponding secretary; Amy Murray, recording secretary; and Weldon 

Bicking, treasurer. 

 The Victor Spinning Company’s plant in Downingtown, which had not been in 

operation for several months, closed. 

 The Downingtown Industrial School’s football team beat the much bigger Dover (DE) 

State College squad in the seventh meeting of the two schools.     



 Dr. George Bousum was general chairman of the third annual Charity Ball, held at the 

Minquas Fire Co. on December 29. Other committee members were Emerson Weimer, Robert 

Ash, Mrs. George Bousum and Mrs. Lee Hamilton. Proceeds from event were donated to the 

Lions Club’s Welfare Committee. 

 

Group Photo of the Week 

 
This is the Senior High Choir at DHS in 1950. Members included: sopranos, Caterina Moschitta, 

Marie Cozzone, Ruth Schrumpf, Mary Ann Reardon, Dottie Jane McCausland, Mary Bertha 

Wagner, Margaret Mitchell, Eileen Wharry, Janet Walton, Mary Graden, Aletha Hershey, Diane 

Kline, Philomena Cozzone, Nancy Ciarlone, Rena Eachus, Virginia Thrasher, Mary Ann Miller, 

Adella Ippolito, Barbara Griffith; basses, George Brookover, Thomas Bransford, Charles Davis, 

Stanley Russell, Kenneth McCardell, Robert MacDougal, Frank Swarner, Frank Natalie, Joseph 

Hemphill, William Toboldt, Anthony DiMarco; altos, Rose Mattioni, Netha Beumer, Joanne 

Barclay, Janet Weimer, Honora MacPherson, Joan Moore, Margaret Sciarretta, Janet Sciarretta, 

Shirley Habecker, Nancy Wagoner, Margaret Ciarlone; tenors, Robert Lillard, Carmen Menna, 

Edwin Carpenter, Charles Bransford, Frank DiSilvestro. Katherine Mosteller was the 

accompanist and Dorothy Francis was the director.  

 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on the on the right side of the home page of our website, you’ll find 

access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

 

 

 

In case you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org


You can access the July 20 issue of our Hist-O-Gram via: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/July%2020%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

 

 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Community Day & Run For Parks 
East Brandywine’s Community Day will be held from 11 AM until 3 PM on Saturday, August 19 at the township’s 

Community Park. New this year are: Kid’s Fun Zone—moon bounces, climbing wall, bungee jumps, spider climb, 

giant swings and more. For $20 all ages can enjoy a super time filled with exercise and fun all day. And the East 

Brandywine Cup will be back—An opportunity for a team of 8 can win $500 for their non-profit charity. Fun 

challenging events such as Flick the Chicken, the Egg Toss, Corn Cobb Toss will keep you entertained. Other events 

and activities include an antique & classic car show, crafters, pony & hay rides, bingo, food and music. 

At dark, the Fire Company will provide fireworks to end the evening. If you would like to be a part of this year’s 

Community Day, contact Sandy Lammey at parkandrec@ebrandywine.org or Dave Summers at 

dsummers@ebrandywine.org or by leaving a message at the township office at 610-269-8230. 

The fourth annual Run For Parks also will be held on Saturday, August 19. To register and for details, see: 

www.ebrandywine.org/calendar.aspx?EID=801. 
 

Shakespeare in the Park  
Hosted by the Downingtown Parks and Recreation Commission, the Center for Performing and Fine Arts will 

present its touring production of Shakespeare’s timeless comedy, “Twelfth Night” from 6-9 PM   Saturday, July 29 

at Kerr Park. This is a free, family-friendly event. Please bring a blanket and lounge chairs and join in on the classic 

summer fun. 
 

Summer Jam Series 
The Downingtown Main Street Association’s third annual Summer Jam series will continue at Kerr Park in 

Downingtown on Friday night, July 28.  In addition to the music, the jams will include craft and food vendors. For 

more info, see: www.downingtownmainstreet.com 

 

Strikeouts for Katie 
The fourth annual Strikeouts for Katie Softball Tournament will be held on Saturday, August 26 on the 

Downingtown Little League field on Manor Avenue, Downingtown. Proceeds will be used for scholarships to active 

participants attending the Technical College High School-Brandywine Campus, cosmetology program, and to a 

graduating senior from DHS West girls’ softball program, as well as being used for sponsoring numerous charity 

events. For more details, see: www.strikeoutsforkatie.com. 
 

Chicken BBQ Dinner 
Marshallton United Methodist Church, 1282 West Strasburg Road, is hosting a Chicken BBQ Dinner on Saturday, 

August 12. The menu includes BBQ chicken (leg/thigh), cole slaw, corn on the cob, baked beans, roll & butter, 

dessert, and beverage. Hours for the "Eat-in" or "Take-out" option are from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. Cost is $13/adult and 

$5/child (5 to 12 years of age) if ordered before August 7 and $15/$5 at the door. Contact the church office at (610) 

696-5247 or office@marshalltonchurch.org with any questions. 
 

Links for the Library Golf Outing 
Downingtown Library will hold its third annual Links for the Library 18-hole golf outing on Monday, July 31 at 

Whitford Country Club. The event includes lunch and a dinner reception. All proceeds will go to the Downingtown 

Library. For more info, contact Mary Larsen at: mlars315@gmail.com.     
 

Mill at Anselma  

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/July%2020%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
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parkandrec@ebrandywine.org%20
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tel:%28610%29%20696-5247
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The Mill at Anselma will sponsor a program by Dr. Steve Gimber, director of the American Studies program at 

West Chester University, who will speak on New Sweden: Life on the Lower Delaware 1638 – 1655 at 7 PM on 

Thursday, August 3, at the Bell Hall at The Montgomery School on Route 113, Chester Springs. There will be a 

wine & cheese reception at 6:30 PM. Admission is free to Mill at Anselma members; otherwise it’s $5 per person. 

More info: 610-827-1906. 

The Mill at Anselma, on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot 

water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org.  
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Moore School is the original one room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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What and Where Is This? 

 
The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 
You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites on our 

YouTube channel:  www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
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What locals were talking about 36 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in early August 

1981: 

 The 19th annual production of the Passion Play, performed by the Hilltoppers from 

Hopewell Methodist Church, East Brandywine, attracted 9,840 people. And officers of the 

WISH group at Hopewell were Gail Rodgers, president; Debbie Martin, vice president; Cindy 

Long, secretary; and Ann Taylor, treasurer. 

 Members of the Downingtown Senior Center, who spent a week at Windy Knoll Camp 

in Spring City, were Edna Bryant, Mary Foster, Marie Hamilton, Frances and George 

McAllister, Elizabeth Ruby and Gertrude Woodward.  

 Winners in a junior tennis tournament at Pennypacker Country Club included: Ray 

Hunter and Jody Shrum, 10 and under singles; Steve Hermann and Paula West, 12 and under 

singles; Greg Dommel and Paula West, 14 and under singles; Brian Wills and Gwen Holtan, 16 

and under singles. And members of the Lobsters, which won the Downingtown Team Tennis 

competition, included Jonathon Kemmerley, Kyle and Ford Hamilton, Michel and Billy Walsh, 

Dana Kohler, Chris Remley and David Jemison. 

 Winners in bicycle competition at the Lionville Playground were Jeff Heckman, Kristen 

Kolar, Anna Welch and Kathy Wethman. And winners of 100-yard dash races at the Beaver 

Creek Playground were Carolyn McClain, Julie Smith, Jamie Smith and Terri Phillips.  

 Local students who made the dean’s list at Bucknell University were John Daghir, Amy 

Sten, David Kucera and Anne Kennedy. And the dean’s list at Bloomsburg State College 

included these area students: Barbara Bradley, Elizabeth Smaltz, Cindy Hart and Debra Parry. 

 Recent property transfers included: 19 Parkside Ave., Caln, $26,600; 1407 Dodd Drive, 

West Bradford, $62,060; 230 Biddle Drive, Uwchlan, $89,900; 569 Hopewell Road, East 

Brandywine, $62,000; 4 Matisse Drive, Upper Uwchlan, $142,900; 53 Woodmont Drive, East 

Caln, $97,500; 231 Prospect Ave., Downingtown, $37,000. 

 Thomas C. Medford Inc. was selling heating oil for $1.16 a gallon. 

 Kids who earned gold medals for reading at least 30 books in the Reading Olympics at the 

Downingtown Library were Joanne Bennett, Eleanor Buffam, Matthew Carpenter, Bill Croft, 

Annette and Heather Hill, Jason Hoch, Kelley Kometa, Marc Madden, Ross Miles, Kay Lynne 

Parry and Suzanne Schmidt. 

 The recently organized Downingtown-Uwchlan Community Band, directed by Jeff 

Martini, had its first concert, in the Lionville Junior High School auditorium.  

 The Downingtown Rotary Club broke a long-standing tradition when it offered shrimp, 

instead of clams, as the main dish at its annual bake on the McCahon Farm on Route 30 in West 

Whiteland. The change was made, said bake chairman Bob Cropper, because suppliers couldn’t 

promise that they could provide 20,000 clams the day before the bake. 

 

 

 

 



It was the auditorium at West Ward School 

 
Caroline Ash is a truly perceptive scholar because she was the first person who correctly 

identified the site in the photo above as the auditorium of the West Ward School on West 

Lancaster Avenue in the borough. Built in 1910, at a cost of $60,000, the school was initially 

known as the Central School because it was the only public school facility in Downingtown, and 

grades 1-12 were taught there, until East Ward School, built for $100,000, opened in 1924, and 

the junior-senior high school on Manor Avenue, constructed for $160,000, opened in 1932. West 

Ward was razed in 1958. Jeanne Emery, whose father was principal of the school, provided the 

photo. 

 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on the on the right side of the home page of our website, you’ll find 

access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 
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What was happening here in August 1956 
Noted below are news items originally published in the Downingtown Archive 61 years ago: 

 Hopes for a new Post Office in the borough were boosted when Congressman Paul 

Dague revealed that the land required for the new facility was being reviewed by federal 

officials. Meanwhile, Downingtown Council notified the Post Office Department that the 

current, one-year lease of space in Borough Hall would expire in 13 months and not be renewed.  

 Homes in the Foxcroft development (soon to be enveloped by the Sunnybrook 

development) in the east end of Downingtown were selling for $14,100. 

 Doug Hetrick won the Downingtown Junior Tennis Tournament. Pete Sarmento was 

the runner-up. 

 Judy Hogan and Marie Quartucci, both of Glen Moore, appeared on Bob Horne’s 

Bandstand TV show, which would be hosted in later years by Dick Clark. 

 Mark Moore started selling gas at his service station on Route 100 in Eagle in 1919. But 

his sons--Ralph and Paul--recently took over the business, stopped selling gas and limited the 

operation to mechanical repairs.  

 Girl Scouts from Glen Moore, who spent five days camping on the lawn of Fairview 

Presbyterian Church, included Ann Williamson, Chris and Bitty Kelley, Sally, Ann and Susan 

Galt, Patty Houck, Paula Shrader, Bonnie Moore, Mary Ann and Marlene Harple, Kathy 

Bingaman, Peggy and Karen Funk, Ellen Mercer and Joan Stevens. 

 Rev. William Fenerty, pastor of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, said he hoped the 

parish’s elementary school would be expanded to include a high school. 

 Winners in the doll show at East Ward Playground were Sally Peoples and Barbara 

Black, biggest; Donna Hilton, oldest; Judy DiFonzo and Vickie Short, prettiest; Pam Davis and 

Debbie Short, most original; Doreen Davis, smallest; Linda Lou Lynn and Thelma Warren, best 

dressed; and Beverly Mitchell, prettiest bride doll.  

 Members of the Downingtown Babe Ruth League all-star team were Robert Lee, 

Buddy White, Tim Panik, Larry McKinney, John Graveno, Anthony Antonelli, Kenny Van Lew, 

Frank Marcocci, Joseph Godlewski, Frank Kuch, Tim Mahan, John Snyder and Pete Karahalis. 

 Downingtown officials turned down a request to annex the Whitford Country Club 

property since boroughs were only allowed to annex land that was contiguous to the borough.  

 Eleanor and Mary Bartol, of Springton Manor in Wallace Township, informed Peter 

Short, chairman of the Kerr Memorial Park Commission, that they were going to donate $1,000 

to build a wading pool in the park. Excavation work for the pool was underway. 

 Members of the Downingtown Little League all-star team were Tom Yerkes, Paul 

Miller, Robert Roussey, David Radcliffe, George Murphy, Sam Westmoreland, Pete Bousum, 

Clifford Jackson, Philip Girafalco, Joseph D’Attillio, George Miller, Elwood Stringer, Dave 

Pollock and James Price. 

 

 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Jay Worrall and Robin Ashby. Carol Grigson is the archivist. 

 

 



Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the November 3, 1932 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 

 

Clip/Paste sessions slated for Sunday 
We’re looking for volunteers to participate in the Historical Society’s clip/paste session, to be 

held from 1-4 PM on Sunday, August 6. The session, which involves clipping and pasting 

newspaper articles for our archival collection, will be held at Ashbridge House, our 308-year-old 

headquarters, next to the Chick-Fil-A restaurant in the Ashbridge Shopping Center on Route 30 

in East Caln. 

 



Group Photo of the Week 

 
Three of the featured speakers for the Historical Society’s “Growing Up Italian-American in 

Downingtown” program, held at St. Anthony’s Lodge in May 2008, were, left to right, Jim 

Mascherino, Rose Castaldi and Ben Valocchi.  

 

In case you missed any Hist-O-Gram published in July  
Here’s a list of Hist-O-Grams we published in July in case you missed any of them: 

 

July 6 edition: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/July%206%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

July 13 edition: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/July%2013%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

July 20 edition: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/July%2020%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

July 27 edition: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/July%2027%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 
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Correction 
Several oldtimers brought it to our attention that the photo of the Senior High School Choir in 

last week’s Hist-O-Gram was not taken in 1950. Further research determined that the photo was 

taken in 1947. By the way, that snafu provides a wonderful opportunity for us to make another 

pitch for Hist-O-Gram subscribers to provide with group (at least four people) pictures for our 

weekly Group Photo of the Week section. We’re talking about shots of classes, sports teams, 

scout troops, etc., which include 80% of the names of individuals in the photo.  

 

 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Movie & Ice Cream 
The free movie “Moana” will be shown and ice cream (only $1) will be served at Broad Run Park in West Bradford 

at 7:30 PM on Thursday, August 3. 
 

Summer Movie in Caln 
Caln Township's Parks and Recreation Board presents “Penquins of Madagascar” for the last of the annual summer 

movie series, starting at 6:30 PM on Friday, August 18. Also, enjoy inflatable attractions, a DJ, the playground and 

food trucks. Once the sun goes down, sit under the stars and enjoy free popcorn and a movie in the park. Movies 

kick off around 8:30 PM. Bring chairs and blankets. 
 

Community Day & Run For Parks 
East Brandywine’s Community Day will be held from 11 AM until 3 PM on Saturday, August 19 at the township’s 

Community Park. New this year are: Kid’s Fun Zone—moon bounces, climbing wall, bungee jumps, spider climb, 

giant swings and more. For $20 all ages can enjoy a super time filled with exercise and fun all day. And the East 

Brandywine Cup will be back—An opportunity for a team of 8 can win $500 for their non-profit charity. Fun 

challenging events such as Flick the Chicken, the Egg Toss, Corn Cobb Toss will keep you entertained. Other events 

and activities include an antique & classic car show, crafters, pony & hay rides, bingo, food and music. 

At dark, the Fire Company will provide fireworks to end the evening. If you would like to be a part of this year’s 

Community Day, contact Sandy Lammey at parkandrec@ebrandywine.org or Dave Summers at 

dsummers@ebrandywine.org or by leaving a message at the township office at 610-269-8230. 

The fourth annual Run For Parks also will be held on Saturday, August 19. To register and for details, see: 

www.ebrandywine.org/calendar.aspx?EID=801. 
 

Strikeouts for Katie 
The fourth annual Strikeouts for Katie Softball Tournament will be held on Saturday, August 26 on the 

Downingtown Little League field on Manor Avenue, Downingtown. Proceeds will be used for scholarships to active 

participants attending the Technical College High School-Brandywine Campus, cosmetology program, and to a 

graduating senior from DHS West girls’ softball program, as well as being used for sponsoring numerous charity 

events. For more details, see: www.strikeoutsforkatie.com. 
 

Chicken BBQ Dinner 
Marshallton United Methodist Church, 1282 West Strasburg Road, is hosting a Chicken BBQ Dinner on Saturday, 

August 12. The menu includes BBQ chicken (leg/thigh), cole slaw, corn on the cob, baked beans, roll & butter, 

dessert, and beverage. Hours for the "Eat-in" or "Take-out" option are from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. Cost is $13/adult and 

$5/child (5 to 12 years of age) if ordered before August 7 and $15/$5 at the door. Contact the church office at (610) 

696-5247 or office@marshalltonchurch.org with any questions. 
 

Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma will sponsor a program by Dr. Steve Gimber, director of the American Studies program at 

West Chester University, who will speak on New Sweden: Life on the Lower Delaware 1638 – 1655 at 7 PM on 

parkandrec@ebrandywine.org%20
dsummers@ebrandywine.org%20
www.ebrandywine.org/calendar.aspx?EID=801
www.strikeoutsforkatie.com
tel:%28610%29%20696-5247
tel:%28610%29%20696-5247
mailto:office@marshalltonchurch.org


Thursday, August 3, at the Bell Hall at The Montgomery School on Route 113, Chester Springs. There will be a 

wine & cheese reception at 6:30 PM. Admission is free to Mill at Anselma members; otherwise it’s $5 per person. 

More info: 610-827-1906. 

The Mill at Anselma, on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot 

water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org.  

 

Chicken Bar-B-Que 
The Alert Fire Co., 122 W. Pennsylvania Ave., Downingtown,. will have its annual Chicken-Bar-B-Cue on 

Saturday, August 19 . 
 

Log House Art & Craft Show 
Downingtown’s Historic Commission is looking for exhibitors who plan to sell original, hand-crafted items at the 

annual Art & Craft Show from 9 AM to 2 PM Saturday, September 9 at Kerr Park. For details, see: 

http://downingtown.org/Documents/Log%20House%20Craft%20Show/2017/2017LOGHOUSEARTCRAFTSHOW

APP.pdf  
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Moore School is the original one room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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What and Where Is This? 

 

The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


What was happening here 36 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in late August 1981: 

 Most of the $40,000 in a grant from the state Department of Community Affairs and 

$40,000 in federal Community Development funds were going to be used to improve Kardon 

Park, according to Don Greenleaf, borough manager. Projects in the park included a baseball 

diamond, cleaning and dredging of the second lake, and landscaping of the area of the park 

where it connects with Green Street.  

 The Chester County Sertoma Club, sponsored the Great American Circus, which put on 

two performances on August 31 in a big top tent installed in the parking lot of G. O. Carlson at 

Pennsylvania and Wallace Avenues in Downingtown. 

 After selling Standard Oil Co. (later brand names were Esso and Exxon) gasoline for 62 

years, Moore’s Garage in Eagle stopped selling gasoline, and limited its operation to car repairs. 

Mark Moore established the business on Route 100 in 1919. Mark recently turned over the 

business to his sons, Ralph and Paul. 

 The size of the Wallace Township Police Department was increased when part-timer 

John Curran joined the force, which had been limited to Chief Robert E. Lee.  

 Members of the West Bradford Youth Athletic Association’s board of directors were 

Jim Hobbs, Dave Fernald, Bob Wilson, Jack Hamilton, Don Barber, Betty McGrady, Robin 

Fegel, Ken Klunk, Don Foy, Mary Lou Williford and Paulette Fichter. 

 Among the 76 candidates for the DHS football squad were these letter winners: Lee 

Ellmaker, Bruce Tiller, Bill Pitkin, Mike McCormack, Mike Barrett, Chris Goerlitz, Brad Novak, 

Brent Sweeney, Larry Lark, Tim Bricker, Jim Kaiser and Steve Miller.  

 Recent property transfers included 790 North Reeds Road, Upper Uwchlan, $122,500; 

126 Lampeter Court, Uwchlan, $59,800; 149 Lake Drive, Downingtown, $59,000; 87 

Woodmont Drive, East Caln, $112,000; 1341 Ridgeview Circle, West Bradford, $73,000; 428 

Bianca Circle, Caln, $49,900; 5 Kristin Circle, East Brandywine, $63,000. 

 Eckie McClure, of East Brandywine, was considered the dean of the school bus drivers, 

with 31 years of hauling Downingtown Area School District students between their homes and 

schools. “You’d be surprised to see the things kids do on a bus,” he sighed. But ultimately, 

McClure said, he and most of the kids “get to be pretty good friends. I’ve known a lot of them 

since they were in elementary school.”  

 The Lionville Fire Co. team won the tug-of-war competition at the Goshen Fair for the 

umpteenth time. Members of the winning team included Richard Ruth, Harold E. Trego, Harold 

A. Trego, William Trego, Rick Gilbert, Artie Senn, Ray Rennard, George Ruark, Fred Minahan, 

Chester Hershey and Bill Minahan. 

 Speedy Print Shop won the Downingtown Slo-Pitch League crown for the third straight 

year, by beating the Coffee Cup squad in a five-game series. Speedy won the fifth contest by a 

10-3 margin, as Dean Kaley was the winning pitcher; Mike Milano was the losing hurler. John 

Yaroz was Speedy’s MVP, as he hit two homers and a single, to drive in six of his team’s 10 

runs. Coffee Cup was led by Billy Thomas and Chunky Klunk, who both hit three homers in the 

series.  

 Participants in a gymnastics class, offered by the Downingtown-Uwchlan Recreation 

Board, included Heidi Gentzsh, Kelly Davis, Aileen Morris, Keith Fatzinger, Jennifer Broomall, 

Stacy Jones, and Jennifer and Leigh Matejkovic. 

 



Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 
You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites on our 

YouTube channel:  www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw 

 

It was Harry Cann’s store in Marshallton 

 

Catherine Quillman is a truly perceptive scholar because she was the first person who correctly 

identified the site in the photo above as the general store at 1368 W. Strasburg Road in 

Marshallton, which was operated in 1916 by Harry E. Cann, who’s in the middle of the picture, 

wearing an apron and is grandfather of Robin Ashby, who provided the photo. Also shown in the 

photo, left to right, were Clarence Cann (Harry’s brother) on the left, and Frank Smith on the 

right, plus a dog named Heinie. Jack Hines, longtime manager of West Bradford Township, says 

the building also served as a Post Office in the late 19th Century. 

 
Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  

If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on the on the right side of the home page of our website, you’ll find 

access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org


What locals were talking about 84 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in Downingtown area newspapers in the early 

months of 1933: 

 Although the federal Prohibition Law wouldn’t be completely repealed by the 21st 

Amendment until December 1933, Americans could legally drink 3.2 beer (thought to be too low 

an alcohol concentration to be intoxicating) and wine at licensed establishments, beginning in 

early April 1933, after President Franklin Roosevelt signed the Cullen–Harrison Act on March 

22, 1933. That’s why major renovations were being made at Downingtown’s Swan Hotel to 

accommodate the projected increase in restaurant and bar business. 

 Local tax and electric rates were reduced due to the Great Depression. Downingtown 

Borough Council cut its real estate tax rate from 14.5 mills to 13 mills. Also, in East Brandywine 

Township, the road tax was reduced from 8 mills to 6 mills. And the Chester Valley Electric Co., 

which served most of the Downingtown area, cut its rates by 14 to 21 percent, depending upon 

the type of electrical service it provided.  

 First Baptist Church, Downingtown, celebrated its golden anniversary with all-day 

services. Members of the Windsor and East Brandywine Baptist Churches attended the evening 

service, where greetings also were extended by representatives of the Presbyterian, Methodist 

and Lutheran churches in Downingtown. A double quartet, comprised of Percy Windle, Thomas 

Allen, Winfield Murray, William Peters, John LeFevre, Josiah Philips, Charles Cain, Randall 

Hadfield, sang at one of the services.  

 Downingtown firefighters limited a fire, which caused $5,000 damage to the Grange 

National Bank building on East Lancaster Avenue. The blaze originated in the basement of the 

bank, which had ceased operation in November 1932. And there was no damage to the lodge 

rooms on the building’s top floor, which were still being used by the local camp of the Patriotic 

Order of Sons of America.  

 Over 60 persons participated in a Carrom party at Guthriesville High School. They used 

a Carrom board, which enabled participants to play as many as 100 different games. 
 Re-elected to the board of the Downingtown Library were Thomas Downing, Paul 

Brown, Mrs. George Fisher, Mary Garrett and Mary Rogers. Dr. Thomas Parke was elected to 

the board to fill a vacancy caused by the death of Guyon Miller. 

 Winners of gold pieces, which were door prizes at a card party and dance at the Minquas 

Fire Co., sponsored by St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Downingtown, were: Mary Handrum, 

$10; and Mrs. Lewis Knauer, Thomas Spencer and Paul Daylor, $5 each. The committee people 

responsible for the occasion, which attracted nearly 600 people, were Andrew Walker, Mrs. 

Parke Ensiminger, Mrs. Daniel Barrow and Cecelia Dougherty. 

 The number of families receiving food and other help from the Downingtown Lions 

Club’s welfare committee had risen to 238. 

 Two sell-out crowds went to the Roosevelt Theatre in Downingtown to see DHS 

students and teachers perform in their presentation of a three-act comedy, which netted $130 for 

the high school band uniform fund. 

 Elected as officers of the new Junior Christian Endeavor group at Central Presbyterian 

Church, Downingtown, were Jane Hutchison, president; James McGowan, vice president; Mary 

Gregory, secretary; and Eloise Dowlin, treasurer. Adelaide McCaughey and Jane Ann Kerr were 

the group’s advisors. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cullen%E2%80%93Harrison_Act


Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

This ad was originally published in the March 9, 1933 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 



Group Photo of the Week 

 

Members of the DHS field hockey team in the fall of 1939 were, left to right: Coach Jane Jackson, 

Helen Swarner, Theresa Serafino, Mena DiLuigi, Barbara Foreman, Betty Robinson, Betty 

Pontius, Peggy Brown, Josephine Sperduti, Mary Sciarretta, Ann Trolio and Julia Ludwick, 

captain. 

 

In case you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 
You can access the August 3 issue of our Hist-O-Gram by clicking on: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/August%203%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Chicken Bar-B-Que 
The Alert Fire Co., 122 W. Pennsylvania Ave., Downingtown, will have its 49th annual Bar-B-Que from 4-7 PM on 

Saturday, August 19. Complete dinner for $13; eat-in or take-out. Advance tickets can be purchased at the firehouse 

on any Wednesday evening. 
 

Summer Movie in Caln 
Caln Township's Parks and Recreation Board presents “Penguins of Madagascar” for the last of the annual summer 

movie series, starting at 6:30 PM on Friday, August 18. Also, enjoy inflatable attractions, a DJ, the playground and 

food trucks. Once the sun goes down, sit under the stars and enjoy free popcorn and a movie in the park. Movies 

kick off around 8:30 PM. Bring chairs and blankets. 
 

Kids Day in East Caln 
East Caln will be held in East Caln Park from 10 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, September 16; rain date is Sunday, 

September 17. Fun activities include petting zoo, pony rides, sand art, moon bounce, rock climbing wall, face 

painting, police fingerprinting, music, free popcorn, cotton candy and water ice. 
 

 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/August%203%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
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Community Day in Caln 
The 11th annual Community Day, sponsored by Hatt's True Value Hardware and the Downingtown Library, will be 

held from 3-8:30 PM on Saturday, September 9. Events will include fireworks, music, vendors, food, a beer garden 

and activities such as a photo booth, mini golf course and knockerballs. 

 

Community Day & Run For Parks 
East Brandywine’s Community Day will be held from 11 AM until 3 PM on Saturday, August 19 at the township’s 

Community Park. New this year are: Kid’s Fun Zone—moon bounces, climbing wall, bungee jumps, spider climb, 

giant swings and more. For $20 all ages can enjoy a super time filled with exercise and fun all day. And the East 

Brandywine Cup will be back—An opportunity for a team of 8 can win $500 for their non-profit charity. Fun 

challenging events such as Flick the Chicken, the Egg Toss, Corn Cobb Toss will keep you entertained. Other events 

and activities include an antique & classic car show, crafters, pony & hay rides, bingo, food and music. 

At dark, the Fire Company will provide fireworks to end the evening. If you would like to be a part of this year’s 

Community Day, contact Sandy Lammey at parkandrec@ebrandywine.org or Dave Summers at 

dsummers@ebrandywine.org or by leaving a message at the township office at 610-269-8230. 

The fourth annual Run For Parks also will be held on Saturday, August 19. To register and for details, see: 

www.ebrandywine.org/calendar.aspx?EID=801. 
 

Strikeouts for Katie 
The fourth annual Strikeouts for Katie Softball Tournament will be held on Saturday, August 26 on the 

Downingtown Little League field on Manor Avenue, Downingtown. Proceeds will be used for scholarships to active 

participants attending the Technical College High School-Brandywine Campus, cosmetology program, and to a 

graduating senior from DHS West girls’ softball program, as well as being used for sponsoring numerous charity 

events. For more details, see: www.strikeoutsforkatie.com. 
 

Kids Day in East Caln 
East Caln will be held in East Caln Park from 10 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, September 16; rain date is Sunday, 

September 17. Fun activities include petting zoo, pony rides, sand art, moon bounce, rock climbing wall, face 

painting, police fingerprinting, music, free popcorn, cotton candy and water ice. 
 

Community Day in Caln 
The 11th annual Community Day, sponsored by Hatt's True Value Hardware and the Downingtown Library, will be 

held from 3-8:30 PM on Saturday, September 9. Events will include fireworks, music, vendors, food, a beer garden 

and activities such as a photo booth, mini golf course and knockerballs. 
 

Chicken BBQ Dinner 
Marshallton United Methodist Church, 1282 West Strasburg Road, is hosting a Chicken BBQ Dinner on Saturday, 

August 12. The menu includes BBQ chicken (leg/thigh), cole slaw, corn on the cob, baked beans, roll & butter, 

dessert, and beverage. Hours for the "Eat-in" or "Take-out" option are from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. Cost is $13/adult and 

$5/child (5 to 12 years of age) if ordered before August 7 and $15/$5 at the door. Contact the church office at (610) 

696-5247 or office@marshalltonchurch.org with any questions. 
 

Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma, on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot 

water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org. . 
 

Log House Art & Craft Show 
Downingtown’s Historic Commission is looking for exhibitors who plan to sell original, hand-crafted items at the 

annual Art & Craft Show from 9 AM to 2 PM Saturday, September 9 at Kerr Park. For details, see: 

http://downingtown.org/Documents/Log%20House%20Craft%20Show/2017/2017LOGHOUSEARTCRAFTSHOW

APP.pdf  
 

parkandrec@ebrandywine.org%20
dsummers@ebrandywine.org%20
www.ebrandywine.org/calendar.aspx?EID=801
www.strikeoutsforkatie.com
tel:%28610%29%20696-5247
tel:%28610%29%20696-5247
mailto:office@marshalltonchurch.org
mailto:info@anselmamill.org
http://www.anselmamill.org/
http://downingtown.org/Documents/Log%20House%20Craft%20Show/2017/2017LOGHOUSEARTCRAFTSHOWAPP.pdf
http://downingtown.org/Documents/Log%20House%20Craft%20Show/2017/2017LOGHOUSEARTCRAFTSHOWAPP.pdf


Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Moore School is the original one room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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What and Where Is This? 

 

The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 
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What locals were talking about 67 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in area newspapers in the early part of April 1950: 

 Spontaneous singing of familiar tunes highlighted the 63rd annual banquet of the DHS 

Alumni Association, which attracted some 400 people. Robert Ax, spokesperson for Class of 

1925, recalled the class trip to Washington, DC, when he and his classmates shook hands with 

President Calvin Coolidge. And Shirley Ann Schultz and Joseph Streamer received the 

association’s awards for being the outstanding members of the Class of 1950. New officers of the 

association were Wilson Pollock, president; Donald White, vice president; May Jane Pawling, 

secretary; and Emily Lewis, financial secretary. 

 Founding (1928) members—Robert Ash, Corbin Hutchison, Dr. George Bousum, 

Chandler Roberts and Joseph Miller—who were still actively involved with the Downingtown 

Lions Club, were honored by the club 22 years later. And honored for their 20 years 

membership in the club were Evans Miller, Dr. Harlan Sharp, and Theodore Griffith. 

 Don White was named the first Director of Athletics at DHS. Previously, those duties 

were handled by the high school’s principals. Howard Caskey, an assistant coach, took over as 

head coach of the football team, White’s former position. Also, Ray DiSerafino, head coach of 

the junior high school team, was named an assistant coach of the Whippet football squad. 

 Mrs. George Aumiller, 354 Washington Ave., Downingtown, earned the title of 

Cinderella for the day on the Cinderella Hour, a program broadcast by WCAU-TV in 

Philadelphia because she had answered the most questions correctly during the program. Her 

prize was a pair of boudoir lamps. 

 Elected as officers of the WSCS group at Marshallton Methodist Church were Mrs. 

Edwin Keenan, president; Mrs. Carl Spellman, vice president; Mrs. John Trimble, secretary; and 

Mrs. Harry Wickersham, treasurer. Committee chairpersons named were Mrs. Edwin Nichols, 

social relations, and Mrs. D. Ciaffoni, fellowship. And recitations were presented by these 

members of the church’s Sunday School: Barbara Wallace, Susie McCue, Barbara Durnall, 

Sarah Miller, Florence and Mary Pierson, Joan Johnson, Jean Simmons, Beverly Spellman, 

Tommy Walsh and Nancy Shaw. 

 The DHS baseball team was undefeated, as the Whippets beat Pottstown 4-1 in its Ches-

Mont League opener, and recently crushed Phoenixville 17-9. Jack Helm’s homer, with two on 

base, in the first inning paced the win over Pottstown, and Joe Forte went the distance on the 

Downingtown mound. Whippet pitcher Gordon Carpenter struck out 11 Phantom batters and 

Marvin Frederick and Ronald Hogg led the Downingtown offense with three hits each in the 

victory over Phoenixville.  

  New officers of the Downingtown VFW Post 845 were Arthur Harrison, commander; 

Edward Peterson, senior vice commander; Joseph Fennelly, junior vice commander; Walter 

Touchton, quartermaster; Francis Fennelly, chaplain; and trustees William Wilmot, Henry 

Thomas and James Fennelly. Elected as officers of the VFW Post’s Ladies Auxiliary were Mrs. 

William Wilmot, president; Mrs. Daniel Massimini, senior vice president; Betty Fennelly, junior 

vice president; Mrs. Joseph Eby, treasurer; Mrs. Henry Thomas, chaplain; Mrs. James Echols, 

guard; Doris Colella, conductress; and trustees Mrs. Arthur Harrison and Mary Warren. 



 Edward Dunmore, president of the Downingtown Sportsmen Club appointed these 

committee chairmen: James Dukeman, ways and means; Amos Summers, game restocking; and 

Michael Mento, fish restocking.  

 An instrumental trio, comprised of Upper Uwchlan’s Shirley Garvine, clarinet; Diane 

Hoffman, cornet; and Doris Hoffman, piano; performed on the Capitol Baker Children’s Hour on 

radio station WCOJ. 

 Students of Marion Philips, Problems of Democracy teacher at DHS, who presented 

their views in a panel discussion, included Patricia Patterson, Robert Burns, Louise Bartelmo, 

Jean Eckboldt, Joan Lenhardt, Elaine Russell, Leo Ciarlone, Richard Scrafford and Daniel 

Hayes. 

 Re-elected as officers of the Memorial Hospital Auxiliary’s Downingtown branch 

were Mrs. Morris Jackson, president; Mrs. William Reed, vice president; Mrs. Charles Bruton, 

secretary; Mrs. Donald White corresponding secretary; and Mrs. David Ross, treasurer.  

 Members of the Junior Hi-Y group at Lionville Elementary School, who participated in 

a program on radio station WCOJ, were Kathleen Levengood, Margaret Detwiler, Alice 

Smedley, Meredith Ruark, Sam Matthews and Schuyler Rennard. 

 Elected as officers of the Downingtown Moose Lodge were Parke Ensiminger, 

governor; Charles Broomall, junior governor; Hugh Kyle, prelate; George Crosley, treasurer; and 

trustees William Algier and James Dolan. 

 Members of the Downingtown Junior Woman’s Club elected these officers: Mrs. 

Arthur Anderson, president; Mrs. John Kaempher, first vice president; Mrs. John Hadfield, 

second vice president; Mrs. Horace Miller, corresponding secretary; Mrs. Neils Olson, recording 

secretary; and Mrs. George Dowlin, treasurer.  

 Senior Girl Scouts from Marshallton, who were guests at Gay Nineties Party, hosted 

by Paoli scouts, included June Ellingsworth, Nancy Geisel, JoAnne Lefevre, Doris Cann and Sue 

Palmer. They were accompanied by their leaders, Dorothy Gray, and Mrs. Marshall Chambers. 

 

Hope to see you at East Brandywine Community Day; 

please bring along used books for our Book Sale  
The Downingtown Area Historical Society will have a booth at East Brandywine Community 

Day at East Brandywine Park from 11 AM to 3 PM on Saturday, August 19. 

We’ll be collecting used books at the booth for our Book Sale, to be held this Fall. Types of 

books we’re looking for include: Children’s, History, Non-Fiction and Biographies, Fiction, 

current Self-Help and Computer books. 

Used books that aren’t acceptable for the Book Sale include: Textbooks, Old Self-Help 

Books, Water-Damaged Books, Books with hand-writing in them, Books with damaged or torn 

covers and Sets of books, encyclopedias. 

You also can drop off used books between 1-4 PM on Sundays at Ashbridge House, the 

Historical Society’s headquarters, next to the Chick-Fil-A Restaurant in the Ashbridge Square 

Shopping Center on Route 30 in East Caln. 

 



When the borough’s Log House was moved in 1988 

 
Peter Chim is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first of many people who correctly 

identified the scene in the photo above as when the Log House, an architectural treasure in 

Downingtown for more than three centuries, was moved in 1988, to a higher location in Kerr 

Park—about 70 feet west and 22 feet back from East Lancaster Avenue—to protect it from 

vibration caused by heavy truck traffic and flooding since the building was 18 inches below the 

street level.  

The Downingtown Historical Society raised more than $105,000 to pay for the re-location 

project and subsequent restoration work; the borough government paid $35,000 of the project’s 

costs. 

The building was privately owned by the Thomas Downing families from 1739 until 1940, when 

it was deeded to the borough. After restoration work was done by the borough in 1947, the 

building served as the headquarters of the Downingtown Area Chamber of Commerce from 1950 

until 1988. In 1979, the site was listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

In a 1947 letter sent to borough officials, Dr. Kenneth Conant, architecture professor at Harvard, 

noted that the deteriorating log house was “one of the oldest buildings in Pennsylvania, not of 

masonry construction. It stands at, or near, the first rank in the whole development of our frontier 

architecture.”  

For more info on the Log House, see: 

www.downingtown.org/Documents/Historic%20Commission/THE%20LOG%20HOUSE%20A

ND%20THE%20WAY%20IT%20WAS.pdf 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Harold/Desktop/www.downingtown.org/Documents/Historic%20Commission/THE%20LOG%20HOUSE%20AND%20THE%20WAY%20IT%20WAS.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Harold/Desktop/www.downingtown.org/Documents/Historic%20Commission/THE%20LOG%20HOUSE%20AND%20THE%20WAY%20IT%20WAS.pdf


What was happening here in April 1900 
Noted below are news items originally published in local papers 117 years ago: 

 John March, Mrs. Ellie Young, Charles Young, Isaac Miller and George Pim, and several 

other dairy farmers in the Marshallton area stopped sending their milk every day, via Walter 

Ingram’s wagon, to the Charles Hires condensed milk plant in Malvern. That change occurred 

because they wouldn’t accept the payment rate Hires had recently offered. Meanwhile, Hires had 

recently switched his root beer operation from producing a concentrated powder extract that was 

used to make root beer at home, to selling the soft drink in bottles. 

 Graphite mines in West Pikeland were unusually busy. The Philadelphia Graphite Co. 

employed 40 men, who were working 12-hour shifts. And the Federal Graphite Co. was having a 

new macadam surface installed on the road to the mill, which was under construction. Within a 

10-mile radius of Chester Springs and Byers, there were nine graphite mining operations in 1909. 

  

 

Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

This ad was originally published in the January 9, 1931 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 

In case you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 
You can access the August 10 issue of our Hist-O-Gram by clicking on: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/August%2010%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/August%2010%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/August%2010%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf


Group Photo of the Week 

 
Members of the Harmonica Band at DHS 76 years ago were, left to right: back row, M. 

Moschitta, M. Doto, E. Cozzone, V. Coover, A. DiArcangelo; front row, A. Ebord, M. Stern, F. 

Biondi, D. Cox. The band was organized to give the students a greater appreciation of the 

western cowboy music,” according to the high school’s 1941 Cuckoo (yearbook). 

 
 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on the on the right side of the home page of our website, you’ll find 

access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 
You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites on our 

YouTube channel:  www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw 

 
 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw


Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Remembrance of 9/11 Attack  
The National Iron & Steel Heritage Museum in Coatesville will commemorate the 16th anniversary of the 9/11 attack 

on the World Trade Center in New York City with several free events on September 11, 2017. The events include: 

from 8:30-10:30 AM, a program which marks the time of that day’s horrific events with words from local dignitaries 

and music by the Lukens Band; from 10:30 AM to 4 PM, free admission to the museum’s indoor exhibits and 

videos; 7 PM, the Lukens Band will lead a musical remembrance program. 

 

Bus trip to Washington, DC 
The Lukens Veterans Guild is sponsoring a bus trip on Tuesday, October 3 to Washington, DC. There will be a 

guided tour of the U.S. Capitol in the morning, followed by an opportunity to visit other sites on your own in the 

afternoon. The bus will stop for dinner at Lee’s Landing in Port Deposit, MD, on the return trip. The bus leaves the 

Lukens Executive Building, 50 South First Avenue, Coatesville, at 6:45 AM and returns to Coatesville at 8:15 PM. 

Total cost per person is $99. Deadline for registration and payment--to be sent to: Lukens Veterans Guild, c/o 

Sharon Tandarich, 50 South First Ave., Coatesville, PA 19320--is August 30. For more info on the trip, call Sharon 

Tandarich, 610-715-2993.   
 

Teri’s Run 
Teri’s Run will be held on Friday evening, September 8, starting on Green Street in Downingtown. The Kids’ Run 

begins at 6:30 PM and the 5 K Run and 1.5-mile walk start at 7 PM. Pre-registration deadline is September 1. 

Refreshments will be served after the race. Raffle prizes and age group prizes donated by local supporters will be 

given away during the awards ceremony at 8 PM. Proceeds are donated to the Delaware Valley chapter of the 

Scleroderma Foundation and the Scleroderma Research Foundation, and are earmarked for research. For more info 

and registration details, see: http://www.terisrun.org/ 
 

Chicken Bar-B-Que 
The Alert Fire Co., 122 W. Pennsylvania Ave., Downingtown, will have its 49th annual Bar-B-Que from 4-7 PM on 

Saturday, August 19. Complete dinner for $13; eat-in or take-out. Advance tickets can be purchased at the firehouse 

on any Wednesday evening. 
 

More on Milford Mills 
Due to popular demand, author and historian Catherine Quillman has been invited by the East Brandywine 

Township Historical Commission to give another presentation on "Milford Mills: the Lost Village" at 7:30 p.m. on 

Wednesday, September 27 at the Township Building on Route 322, Guthriesville.. The lecture is free and open to 

the public. The evening will include time-to-share stories, as well as early photos taken from Quillman's expanded 

book, The Story of Milford Mills and The Marsh Creek Valley. The author welcomes any photos that you might want 

to share such as those of other ”lost” communities, including the former village of Eagle, Byers, Dorlan’s Mills and 

Bondsville. Refreshments will be served. 
 

Summer Movie in Caln 
Caln Township's Parks and Recreation Board presents “Penguins of Madagascar” for the last of the annual summer 

movie series, starting at 6:30 PM on Friday, August 18. Also, enjoy inflatable attractions, a DJ, the playground and 

food trucks. Once the sun goes down, sit under the stars and enjoy free popcorn and a movie in the park. Movies 

kick off around 8:30 PM. Bring chairs and blankets. 
 

Kids Day in East Caln 
East Caln will be held in East Caln Park from 10 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, September 16; rain date is Sunday, 

September 17. Fun activities include petting zoo, pony rides, sand art, moon bounce, rock climbing wall, face 

painting, police fingerprinting, music, free popcorn, cotton candy and water ice. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scleroderma.org/site/PageServer?pagename=dv_home#.UhFs76XjQmI
http://www.scleroderma.org/site/PageServer?pagename=dv_home#.UhFs76XjQmI
http://www.srfcure.org/
http://www.terisrun.org/


Community Day in Caln 
The 11th annual Community Day, sponsored by Hatt's True Value Hardware and the Downingtown Library, will be 

held from 3-8:30 PM on Saturday, September 9. Events will include fireworks, music, vendors, food, a beer garden 

and activities such as a photo booth, mini golf course and knockerballs. 
 

Community Day & Run For Parks 
East Brandywine’s Community Day will be held from 11 AM until 3 PM on Saturday, August 19 at the township’s 

Community Park. New this year are: Kid’s Fun Zone—moon bounces, climbing wall, bungee jumps, spider climb, 

giant swings and more. For $20 all ages can enjoy a super time filled with exercise and fun all day. And the East 

Brandywine Cup will be back—An opportunity for a team of 8 can win $500 for their non-profit charity. Fun 

challenging events such as Flick the Chicken, the Egg Toss, Corn Cobb Toss will keep you entertained. Other events 

and activities include an antique & classic car show, crafters, pony & hay rides, bingo, food and music. 

At dark, the Fire Company will provide fireworks to end the evening. If you would like to be a part of this year’s 

Community Day, contact Sandy Lammey at parkandrec@ebrandywine.org or Dave Summers at 

dsummers@ebrandywine.org or by leaving a message at the township office at 610-269-8230. 

The fourth annual Run For Parks also will be held on Saturday, August 19. To register and for details, see: 

www.ebrandywine.org/calendar.aspx?EID=801. 
 

Strikeouts for Katie 
The fourth annual Strikeouts for Katie Softball Tournament will be held on Saturday, August 26 on the 

Downingtown Little League field on Manor Avenue, Downingtown. Proceeds will be used for scholarships to active 

participants attending the Technical College High School-Brandywine Campus, cosmetology program, and to a 

graduating senior from DHS West girls’ softball program, as well as being used for sponsoring numerous charity 

events. For more details, see: www.strikeoutsforkatie.com. 
 

Kids Day in East Caln 
East Caln will be held in East Caln Park from 10 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, September 16; rain date is Sunday, 

September 17. Fun activities include petting zoo, pony rides, sand art, moon bounce, rock climbing wall, face 

painting, police fingerprinting, music, free popcorn, cotton candy and water ice. 
 

Community Day in Caln 
The 11th annual Community Day, sponsored by Hatt's True Value Hardware and the Downingtown Library, will be 

held from 3-8:30 PM on Saturday, September 9. Events will include fireworks, music, vendors, food, a beer garden 

and activities such as a photo booth, mini golf course and knockerballs. 
 

Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma, on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot 

water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org. . 
 

Log House Art & Craft Show 
Downingtown’s Historic Commission is looking for exhibitors who plan to sell original, hand-crafted items at the 

annual Art & Craft Show from 9 AM to 2 PM Saturday, September 9 at Kerr Park. For details, see: 

http://downingtown.org/Documents/Log%20House%20Craft%20Show/2017/2017LOGHOUSEARTCRAFTSHOW

APP.pdf  
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/parkandrec@ebrandywine.org
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/dsummers@ebrandywine.org
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.ebrandywine.org/calendar.aspx?EID=801
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.strikeoutsforkatie.com
mailto:info@anselmamill.org
http://www.anselmamill.org/
http://downingtown.org/Documents/Log%20House%20Craft%20Show/2017/2017LOGHOUSEARTCRAFTSHOWAPP.pdf
http://downingtown.org/Documents/Log%20House%20Craft%20Show/2017/2017LOGHOUSEARTCRAFTSHOWAPP.pdf
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/


The Moore School is the original one room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 

 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lymepa.org/
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/www.darc.info/
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What and Where Is This? 

 

The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
http://www.heritagepursuit.com/ChesterPa/ChesterPa1881P325.htm
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


What was happening here 52 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in local papers in the latter part of March 1965: 

 The School Board approved the conversion of storage space at DHS into four 

classrooms, and adopted a new salary schedule, which paid new teachers $4,800 a year.   

 The American Viscose division of the FMC Corp. was expected to start manufacturing 

plastic film in a plant in the industrial complex developed by Charles and Daniel Tabas on Boot 

Road in East Caln. 

 Delaware Valley area residents had an opportunity to learn about the Downingtown via a 

broadcast of the “Salute to Downingtown” program on WFIL’s TV and radio stations. 

Interviewed on the 30-minute program were Warren Strawsnyder, president of the Downingtown 

Chamber of Commerce; Rev. Robert Taylor, president of the Downingtown Ministerium;  

Raymond Baugher, superintendent of the Downingtown Area School District; and Walter 

Leland, borough manager.   

 Members of Junior Girl Scout Troop 151 of Lionville conducted a Mother-Daughter 

banquet at Byers Hall. The honor Guard for the event was comprised of Lynn Hayhurst, 

Maryalis Worthington and Terry Smith.   

 The Ladies of St. Joseph Catholic Church, Downingtown, had a fashion show in the 

school auditorium. Mrs. Wilbert Bertoncini and Mrs. Richard Short were co-chairmen. 

Committee chairmen included Mrs. Joseph Creamer, Mrs. Alfred Singer, Mrs. George Dailey 

and Mrs. Anthony Mattioni, tickets; Mrs. Joseph Sabellico, decorations, Josephine Valentino, 

refreshments; Mrs. William Sheridan, programs; Mrs. Joseph Cipollini, publicity; and Mrs. 

Lewis Capriotti, prizes.  

 James Patterson was the general manager of the Sloan Motors Ford dealership, which 

had its grand opening on Route 30, east of Downingtown. 

 Members of Boy Scout Troop 83, Lionville, who went on a weekend camping trip in the 

Poconos, were James Young, Steve Behrndt, Tom and George Shreiner, Chuck Thomas, Paul 

Draper, Gary Morinelli, David Coover, Leon Stewart, Robert Baker, Dan Hayes, and Bill and 

Tom Perkins. 

 The Downingtown Little League decided to increase its size from four to six teams, and 

establish a minor league program. Chester County Motors, Warren Pontiac, and Downingtown 

Paper & Paint agreed to sponsor minor league teams, according to Ed Campbell, president. The 

expansion plans included a second playing field, adjacent to the diamond on Manor Avenue.    

 Mrs. Jeanette Milne’s second graders at East Ward School who recited poems in an 

assembly program were George Murphy, Thomas Peppernick, Holly Root, Dennis Walton, 

Anthony Williams, Becky Bartholomew, Robin Keller, William Cooper, Carol Klocke and 

Marie Falcone. 

 Brownies from Glen Moore, who made favors for residents of the Forrest Manor 

Convalescent Home in Wallace Township, were Sue Roeder, Beth Ann Zulker, Jeanne 

MacDougal, Sherry Carr, Stacey Fetters, Sandra Lang, Cindy Smith, Vickie Irey, Gwen Swavely 

and Irene Streeter.  

 Members of the Bowling Bunnies, who won the intramural bowling competition at 

DHS, were Linda McCombs, Sandy Irwin, Cheryl Krapf, Mina McGuckin and Donna Hilton. 

 In a pre-season interview, DHS baseball coach Bob Boyer said, “We have a green team, 

with a lot of sophomores.” The only experienced players from the 1964 squad were shortstop 

Roy Nellius, second baseman John Piersol and catcher Terry Knox. 



 

It’s the tunnel under the railroad tracks in Downingtown 

 
Ford Greenleaf is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person to correctly identify 

the site in the photo above as the stairway leading from the tunnel under the railroad tracks in 

Downingtown to West Lancaster Avenue. Ford obviously recognized the stores across from the 

tunnel on West Lancaster Avenue, because one of them was Greenleaf’s Pharmacy, owned by 

his grandfather, Raymond Greenleaf. 

And for some history on the tunnel, Jim Sundman, railroad historian and vice president of the 

Downingtown Area Historical Society, provided the following information: 

The pedestrian tunnel at the station was built in 1873. That was the year the Bradford 

Avenue grade crossing over the tracks was closed because it was deemed too dangerous because 

there were too many fast trains and too many slow horses! The Pennsylvania RR had a long 

practice of closing grade crossings along the Main Line and replacing them with either bridges 

or tunnels. There are a number of tunnels like the one in Downingtown along the Main Line. So 

when the PRR closed off the Bradford Avenue grade crossing over the tracks, it built the 

pedestrian tunnel at the station and also extended Viaduct Avenue a short distance to the east 

and built the tunnel under the tracks for vehicular access to and from Johnsontown. In 1905, the 

railroad station was moved 17 feet to the south in order to make room for a track which provided 

access to the rail yard to the west of the station. In doing so, the pedestrian tunnel also was 

extended 17 feet. That’s why you can see different brickwork on the south end of the tunnel. The 

station was built in 1892, and burned down in February 1992. So it was in service about 100 

years. 

You’ll find an extensive write-up on Sundman’s pictorial history about the Pennsylvania 

Railroad stations along the Main Line in the July 28, 2016 Hist-O-Gram: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2016%20Hist-O-

Grams/July%2028%202016%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2016%20Hist-O-Grams/July%2028%202016%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2016%20Hist-O-Grams/July%2028%202016%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf


What locals were talking about 84 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in April and May of 

1933: 

 Thirty-six young men from the Downingtown area left for Camp Meade, MD, for two 

weeks of training before they reported for work at the Mount Pocono Reforestation Camp in 

Mount Pocono, PA. They were participants in the federal Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), 

a public work relief program that was established in 1933 for unemployed, unmarried men from 

relief families as part of the New Deal during the Great Depression. The young men were 

selected via the Downingtown Lions Club’s Welfare committee. Their compensation was $30 a 

month; $25 of which went to their families. 

 One of the unique prizes featured at the Alert Fire Company’s Carnival, planned for 

mid-summer, was an all-expenses paid trip to the Chicago World’s Fair, to be awarded to the 

winner of the Most Popular Woman in the Downingtown competition. 

 At the annual board meeting of the Downingtown Woman’s Club Corporation, it was 

decided to begin, following a brief respite, preparing and serving dinners again for the 

Downingtown Rotary Club’s weekly meetings. Also, the Downingtown Junior Woman’s Club 

was established. Founding officers were Ida Lillard, president; Sara Young, vice president; 

Lillian Perry, recording secretary; Mrs. William Wharry, corresponding secretary; and Alice 

Windle, treasurer.  

And the Woman Club’s Garden Class was encouraging local organizations to underwrite the 

planting of memorial cherry trees in Kerr Park. John Hershey offered to sell trees at reduced 

prices, and to supervise planting the trees. The club women said they’d keep a record of each 

donor and the name of the person who was being memorialized via each planted tree. 

 Although they wouldn’t graduate from DHS until June, Joe Sciarretta and Buzz Yohn 

were participating in the spring football practices of LaSalle College and Temple University, 

respectively.  Both had been stars on the high school’s football, basketball and baseball teams 

since they were in ninth grade. 

 A flagpole was installed in the veterans’ memorial triangle at Kerr Park. Downingtown’s 

American Legion Post was planning to erect a memorial there. 

 A minstrel put on by Greenleaf’s Cowboys, a group of local young men under the 

guidance of borough pharmacist Ray Greenleaf, was the highlight of the Minquas Fire Company 

25th anniversary celebration. Sid Mento, James Snyder, James Mahan and George Ciarlone were 

the end men, and Talbert Swarner, Thomas Pollock and Joe Travaglini were the soloists. 

 The Downingtown School Board bowed to public pressure and reversed its decision to 

cut expenses by eliminating the district’s sole school nurse position 

The board also dropped Mrs. James McCahon, popular music director from the staff, because 

the district had adopted a policy in 1932, which prohibited the employment of married 

women as teachers. 
 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 
You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites on our 

YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw 

 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw


Group Photo of the Week 

 
Members of the DHS baseball team in 1942 were, left to right: front row, Robert Richards, Abe 

McCulley, Donald Tyson, George Paige, Andrew Cozzone, George Logan, Michael Castaldi; 

second row, Calvin Mingione, Edward Vail, John DiBernardi, Charles Forte, John Doran, Philip 

Burns; third row, Harold Miller, William Fleck, Gerald Kline, Robert Laird, Herbert Berkey; 

fourth row, Coach Don White, flanked by managers Albert Skiles on the left, and Jack Lyons on 

the right. 

 
 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also, you’ll find access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we 

have published since 2010 via: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms.html 

 

 

In case you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 
You can access the August 17 issue of our Hist-O-Gram by clicking on: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/August%2017%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms.html
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/August%2017%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/August%2017%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf


Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the October 6, 1932 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 
 

 

 



Historical Society seeks books for October book sale 
Those who wish to donate used books for the Downingtown Area Historical Society’s Book 

Sale in October can either bring them to Ashbridge House, our headquarters in the Ashbridge 

Square Shopping center, next to the Chick-Fil-A Restaurant, on Route 30 in East Caln between 

1-4 PM on Sundays. Book donations also can be arranged by calling 610-269-1709 or by sending 

an email to: dths1709@gmail.com to schedule a pick-up day and time.  

Types of books we’re looking for include: Children’s, History, Non-Fiction and Biographies, 

Fiction, current Self-Help and Computer books. 

Used books that aren’t acceptable for the Book Sale include: Textbooks, Old Self-Help 

Books, Water-Damaged Books, Books with hand-writing in them, Books with damaged or torn 

covers and Sets of books, encyclopedias. 

 
Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Summer Jam Series 
The Downingtown Main Street Association’s third annual Summer Jam series will end at Kerr Park in 

Downingtown on Friday night, August 25.  In addition to the music, the jams will include craft and food vendors. 

For more info, see: www.downingtownmainstreet.com/ 
 

Blood Drive 
You can register for the American Red Cross blood drive, to be conducted at the Borough Hall Annex, 4 W. 

Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, at 2-7 PM on Thursday, August 31, by accessing: 

www.redcrossblood.org/rcbmobile/drive/chooseDonationTime.jsp 

 

Kids Day in East Caln 
East Caln will be held in East Caln Park from 10 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, September 16; rain date is Sunday, 

September 17. Fun activities include petting zoo, pony rides, sand art, moon bounce, rock climbing wall, face 

painting, police fingerprinting, music, free popcorn, cotton candy and water ice. 
 

Community Day in Caln 
The 11th annual Community Day, sponsored by Hatt's True Value Hardware and the Downingtown Library, will be 

held from 3-8:30 PM on Saturday, September 9. Events will include fireworks, music, vendors, food, a beer garden 

and activities such as a photo booth, mini golf course and knockerballs. 
 

State Police History 
State Trooper Gonzales will talk about the History of the PA State Police Historical and Memorial Center at the 

West Caln Historical Society’s meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, September 19. The meetings are held at West Caln 

Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Hwy, Wagontown, and are free and open to the public.  

 

Strikeouts for Katie 
The fourth annual Strikeouts for Katie Softball Tournament will be held on Saturday, August 26 on the 

Downingtown Little League field on Manor Avenue, Downingtown. Proceeds will be used for scholarships to active 

participants attending the Technical College High School-Brandywine Campus, cosmetology program, and to a 

graduating senior from DHS West girls’ softball program, as well as being used for sponsoring numerous charity 

events. For more details, see: www.strikeoutsforkatie.com. 
 

Community Day in Caln 
The 11th annual Community Day, sponsored by Hatt's True Value Hardware and the Downingtown Library, will be 

held from 3-8:30 PM on Saturday, September 9. Events will include fireworks, music, vendors, food, a beer garden 

and activities such as a photo booth, mini golf course and knockerballs. 
 

dths1709@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Harold/Desktop/2017/July%202017/www.downingtownmainstreet.com/
www.redcrossblood.org/rcbmobile/drive/chooseDonationTime.jsp
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Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma will host Ryan Conroy, historian and president of the Historical Society of the Phoenixville 

Area, who will lead a discussion about the men and woman of Northern Chester County who served in the military 

during WWI. This event will be held on Thursday evening, September 7, in Bell Hall at Montgomery School, 1141 

Kimberton Road, Chester Springs. It will begin at 6:30 PM with a wine & cheese reception, followed by the 

evening’s topic at 7 PM. Tickets may be purchased at the door for $5. Members of the Mill at Anselma attend free 

of charge. The talk will also provide a glimpse into the current exhibit “Over There and Over Here: Phoenixville in 

WWI” at The Historical Society of the Phoenixville Area. 

And The Mill at Anselma will host the 97th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, from 10 AM to 4 PM, on Saturday, 

September 9. The 97th PVI is a family-friendly organization of local Civil War reenactors who join in battles and 

camps throughout the year to preserve the memories of the soldiers and civilians that lived during the Civil War. 

The event includes Civil War tents on site, a rifle demonstration, a display of mid-19th century ladies clothing and 

children’s games, and members of the 97th PVI will educating visitors on the life of a Union soldier.  

The Mill at Anselma, on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot 

water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org. . 
 

Log House Art & Craft Show 
Downingtown’s Historic Commission is looking for exhibitors who plan to sell original, hand-crafted items at the 

annual Art & Craft Show from 9 AM to 2 PM Saturday, September 9 at Kerr Park. For details, see: 

http://downingtown.org/Documents/Log%20House%20Craft%20Show/2017/2017LOGHOUSEARTCRAFTSHOW

APP.pdf  
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Moore School is the original one-room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

mailto:info@anselmamill.org
http://www.anselmamill.org/
http://downingtown.org/Documents/Log%20House%20Craft%20Show/2017/2017LOGHOUSEARTCRAFTSHOWAPP.pdf
http://downingtown.org/Documents/Log%20House%20Craft%20Show/2017/2017LOGHOUSEARTCRAFTSHOWAPP.pdf
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/
http://www.lymepa.org/
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/www.darc.info/
http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/


Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org
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Where was the Downingtown Business School? 

 
This week’s mystery competition is a little different because we know there was a Downingtown 

Business School in the early 20th Century, and that Maude Agnes Dixon was the school’s 

principal, according to the diploma above, which was sent to us by Iva Darlington Siever. 

However, we don’t know anything about where the school was located in the borough, when it 

was in business, or any other interesting information about the school. Please send your response 

to: dahs19335@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


 

What was happening here 52 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in local papers in early April of 1965: 

 Downingtown’s Borough Council granted Triangle Publications a community antenna 

TV franchise, which would provide four additional channels and clearer reception of the existent 

network channels. The venture would enable the borough to enjoy a 5 percent share of the local 

system’s profits.  

 Downingtown realtor Everett Hoopes announced that a strip mall, would soon be 

constructed on the site of the former West Ward School, across West Lancaster Avenue from 

the recently opened U. S. Post Office. Hoopes also noted that four of the mall’s seven stores had 

been leased, and that it would accommodate parking for 75-100 cars.  

 The Downingtown Lions Club and the borough’s schools conducted a memorial 

ceremony on April 22 in observance of the 100th anniversary of when the funeral train 

transporting President Lincoln’s body from Washington to Springfield, IL, stopped at the 

Downingtown Railroad Station. Raymond Baugher, superintendent of schools, gave the 

benediction, which was the same benediction Baugher’s great-uncle gave at the November 19, 

1863 dedication of the Soldiers’ National Cemetery at the Gettysburg Battlefield, the same day 

when Lincoln delivered his legendary address. Peggy Woodland president of the DHS Student 

Council, was the mistress of ceremonies.  

 The Pickering-Brandywine Joint School District raised its teachers’ starting salaries 

from $4,800 to $5,000.  

 Norman Piersol was elected chairman of the Wallace Township planning commission. 

Also elected were Carl Maenak, vice chairman; John Corry, recording secretary; and Sarah 

Frankenfield, secretary-treasurer.  

 Philip Ham won Downingtown’s Cub Pack 2 Pinewood Derby grand championship, 

and Jerry Keen was the runner-up. Other den champions were Blake Dorman, Dan Katherina and 

Tommy Hipple.  

 Members of the Luther League, who had roles in a Biblical drama performed at St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church, Lionville, included Russell Klein, Lois and Linda Dahlberg, Thomas 

Isinger, Steve Stoudt, Helen Bittmann, Debbie Devaney, Lynn Jaeschke, Donna Zeltwanger and 

Charles Martin. 

 Officers elected to lead the Chester Springs Athletic Association, which met at 

Hallman’s Store, were Clarence Byer, president; Ray Hamilton, vice president; Harold Hallman, 

treasurer; Mrs. David Cory, recording secretary; Mrs. Ray Hamilton, corresponding secretary; 

and Elmer Miller, membership chairman. 

 Members of the Lionville Elementary School Home and School Association’s 

planning committee for a Spring Fair were Mrs. Richard Irrgang, Mrs. Eugene Sowers, Mrs. 

Alexander McCausland, Pete Hayes, Mrs. Eric Bittmann, Mrs. Richard Kerber and Les Smith.  

 Mrs. Donald Schwartz and Mrs. Orville March, ways and means co-chairmen of the 

Downingtown Junior Woman’s Club, presented a $1,427 check to Mrs. William Reinhold, 

chairman of the Tom Thumb Nursery. The club raised the funds for the donation from its recent 

fashion show.  



 Participants in the gymnastics program at Lionville Elementary School, who won 

medals at a tri-state meet in Philadelphia, were Charlotte Baker, Gail Fogelman and Leslie 

Hayes. 

 Elected as officers of the Marshallton branch of the Chester County Hospital Women’s 

Auxiliary were Mrs. L. B. Steele, president; Mrs. Richard Brigham, vice president; Mrs. 

Lawrence Davis, secretary; Elizabeth Jones, corresponding secretary; and Mrs. Morris Wood, 

treasurer. 

 DHS musicians who participated in the Southeastern Pennsylvania District Band 

Festival, held at Phoenixville High School, were Lee Cohen, Barbara Curry, Lois Carson, Lynne 

Dowlin, Jim Schofield, Rojayne Ellis and Bonnie Ker. 

 West Chester Hendrson’s Jon Matlack, a future major league pitcher and the National 

League’s Rookie of the Year in 1972,  had a 2-0 lead on Bob Boyer’s DHS baseball team for 

four innings until the sophomore hurler ran into trouble in the fifth frame. That’s when Matlack 

gave up walks to Downingtown’s Danny Phipps and Carl Harper, and loaded the bases when he 

was charged with an error on a wild pitch to first base after DHS pitcher Chris Murray laid down 

a bunt. Downingtown forced in its first run when John Piersol got a walk, and then the Whippets 

sewed up a 3-2 win when Roy Nellius’s single drove in Harper and Murray.  

 Downingtown area students attending Bishop Shanahan High School, who visited 

Rome on a trip sponsored by Philadelphia Society for Latin Students, included Shirley Cozzone, 

Donna Capriotti, Joanne Mento, Marlene DiLuigi, Carol Kissh, James Perella and John 

DiEugenio. 

 

 

Group Photo of the Week 

 

Members of the 1965 DHS cross-country team were, left right: front row, Larry Davidson, 

William Inslee, Philip Barwell, Philip Stewart, Chris Taylor, Fred Pollock, Eric Emery, Eric 

Horsey; second row, Douglas Dowlin, Leslie Stine, Eric Dietrich, Mike Alexander, Clifford 

Emery, Wesley Snyder, Michael Baer, Bernard Morris, Greg Newswanger, John Caldwell, Mark 

Peterson, Robert Lewis, Herbert Brown. 

 



 

What locals were talking about 84 years ago  
Noted below are news items originally published in the June 1933 editions of the Downingtown 

Archive: 

 Although classes wouldn’t be conducted in the new building until September 1933, area 

residents had an opportunity to see the new junior-senior high school (now the STEM 

Academy), when baccalaureate, commencement, class day and advancement exercises for 

students who had completed grade school were conducted in the new facility.  

Construction of the $160,000 school was essentially completed in less than a year, after 15 acres 

on the east side of Manor Avenue were purchased from the Pollock family. That purchase was 

made possible when the school district sold a plot of land on the north side of West Lancaster 

Avenue, directly across from the West Ward School.  

 The new school, which has a limestone exterior, was designed by John Mowere, of 

Phoenixville, who also had been the architect for the East Ward School, Borough Hall and First 

Baptist Church. In addition to administrative offices, a library, a gymnasium and 10 general 

classrooms, the school had specially equipped rooms for art, music typing, chemistry, physics, 

home economics, and industrial arts, plus an auditorium with a seating capacity of 715. 

 During the HS commencement exercises for 71 graduates, Dorothy Brookover, 

valedictorian, and Lillian Reutter, salutatorian, received gold medals. Glen Wagner, who 

received the faculty medal for service, was the master of ceremonies. The DHS Alumni 

Association awarded $25 each to outstanding seniors Dorothy Musselman and Wayne Raysor.  

 The Alert Fire Co. kicked off its annual fair with an “industrial parade,” which included 

representatives of most of the borough’s businesses, through town. Among the fair’s attractions 

for nine nights were a merry-go-round and a different band playing each night. In addition to a 

gate prize being awarded every night, a new Chevrolet Master Six roadster was the grand prize 

given on the fair’s final night. 

 Downingtown’s Memorial Day service was moved to Kerr Park for the first time. 

Previously, it was conducted at Northwood Cemetery. Burgess Leo Hamilton, the grandson of a 

Confederate soldier from Virginia, delivered General Logan’s order. The purchase of a 4.9 

caliber cannon, which reportedly was 25 feet long and weighed 7,000 pounds, was being 

considered for installation in the park’s Veterans’ Triangle. 

 

Clip Joint will be open on Sunday, September 3 
You’ll find a wonderful respite from all of the Labor Day weekend’s festivities by coming to the 

Historical Society’s monthly Clip Joint session, from 1-4 PM on Sunday, September 3, when 

you’ll have an opportunity to help clip and paste newspaper articles for our archival collection. 

The session will be held at Ashbridge House, our 308-year-old headquarters, next to the Chick-

Fil-A restaurant in the Ashbridge Square Shopping Center on Route 30 in East Caln. 

 

 



Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

This was originally published in the May 9, 1930 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also, you’ll find access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we 

have published since 2010 via: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms.html 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
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No one identified James Guie’s property in Caln Township 

 

The site illustrated above was published in Futhey and Cope’s 1881 History of Chester County, 

is the late 19th Century estate of James Guie, who was one of the founders of East Brandywine 

Baptist Church. The 91-acre property, located 1002 Bondsville Road in Caln Township, had a 

10-room mansion, a stone and frame barn, a frame carriage house and four frame tenant houses, 

as well as a paper mill. Guie’s original mill was established as the Laurel Paper Mill in 1833; it 

was destroyed by a fire in 1865. Guie and his sons—James Jr. and William— built a new mill, 

the Eagle Paper Co., and it continued to thrive after James Guie Sr.’s death in 1894. 

Subsequently, the sons ran the mill until they both died in 1900, and the estate was sold at a 

sheriff’s sale in 1902. Frank Rudolph bought the property and operated the mill until 1922, when 

he was forced to sell it to Mrs. M. A. Russell. She and her son, William Russell, were successful 

papermakers there until the early 1940s, when the mill was purchased by L. J. Meumier. The 

plant prospered until 1956. Today, “the ruins of the paper mill and barn envelop a new building, 

used as an office,” according to an article written by Jane Dorchester in an undated edition of the 

Daily Local News.  

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites on our 

YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw
http://www.heritagepursuit.com/ChesterPa/ChesterPa1881P325.htm


 

We need paperbacks as well as hard cover 

books for our used book sale in October 
Those who wish to donate used books for the Downingtown Area Historical Society’s Book 

Sale in October can either bring them to Ashbridge House, our headquarters in the Ashbridge 

Square Shopping center, next to the Chick-Fil-A Restaurant, on Route 30 in East Caln, between 

1-4 PM on Sundays. Book donations also can be arranged by calling 610-269-1709 or by sending 

an email to: dths1709@gmail.com to schedule a pick-up day and time.  

Types of paperback, soft cover and hard cover books we’re looking for include: Children’s, 

History, Non-Fiction and Biographies, Sets, Fiction, current Self-Help and Computer books. 

Used books that aren’t acceptable for the Book Sale include: Textbooks, Old Self-Help 

Books, Water-Damaged Books, Books with hand-writing in them, Books with damaged or torn 

covers, and encyclopedias. 

 
 

In case you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 
You can access the August 17 issue of our Hist-O-Gram by clicking on: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/August%2024%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Blood Drive 
You can register for the American Red Cross blood drive, to be conducted at the Borough Hall Annex, 4 W. 

Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, at 2-7 PM on Thursday, August 31, by accessing: 

www.redcrossblood.org/rcbmobile/drive/chooseDonationTime.jsp 

 

Clam Bake 
Lionville Fire Co. 15 South Village Ave., will have a Clam Bake from 1-7 PM on Sunday, September 3. Tickets can 

be ordered online via: https://lfco.ticketleap.com/2017-clam-bake/. $40 gets you 3 dozen clams, All-you-can-eat 

corn on the cob, hamburgers, hot dogs, deli salads, Fred's Homemade Clam Chowder, and Drinks - including beer. 

$20 kids’ tickets do not include clams or beer (for kids 3-12). Kids under 3 are free. Activities include Live 

Entertainment and a Horseshoe Tournament. 
 

Fall Fun Festival 
Marshallton Methodist Church, 1282 W. Strasburg Road, will have a Fall Fun Festival from 8 AM-2 PM on 

Saturday, September 9. Rain date is Saturday, Sept. 16. Includes a Flea Market, Homemade Baked Goods & Mum 

Sale. Vendors who want a have a 10x10 space for $20 or a table for $5 should contact Doug Gindin via 610-696-

7657 or bdgin@aol.com. 
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Car Show  
Hopewell United Methodist Church, 852 Hopewell Road, East Brandywine, will have its fifth annual Car Show 

from 10 AM to 2 PM on Saturday, September 9. Military and first responder vehicles will be on display for the first 

time. There will be a dunk tank and games for kids. Registration begins at 9 AM at the church.   
 

Downingtown FallFest 
The Downingtown FallFest, sponsored by the Downingtown-Thorndale Regional Chamber of Commerce—in 

partnership with the Downingtown Library, the Borough of Downingtown and Victory Brewery—will be held from 

11 AM to 4 PM on Sunday, September  24 (rain date: Sunday, October 1) along Green Street and E. Pennsylvania 

Ave. See: http://downingtownfallfest.com/ for details on booth space; Registration for space closes September 8.  
 

Remembrance of 9/11 Attack  
The National Iron & Steel Heritage Museum in Coatesville will commemorate the 16th anniversary of the 9/11 attack 

on the World Trade Center in New York City with several free events on September 11, 2017. The events include: 

from 8:30-10:30 AM, a program which marks the time of that day’s horrific events with words from local dignitaries 

and music by the Lukens Band; from 10:30 AM to 4 PM, free admission to the museum’s indoor exhibits and 

videos; 7 PM, the Lukens Band will lead a musical remembrance program. 
 

Bus trip to Washington, DC 
The Lukens Veterans Guild is sponsoring a bus trip on Tuesday, October 3 to Washington, DC. There will be a 

guided tour of the U.S. Capitol in the morning, followed by an opportunity to visit other sites on your own in the 

afternoon. The bus will stop for dinner at Lee’s Landing in Port Deposit, MD, on the return trip. The bus leaves the 

Lukens Executive Building, 50 South First Avenue, Coatesville, at 6:45 AM and returns to Coatesville at 8:15 PM. 

Total cost per person is $99. Deadline for registration and payment--to be sent to: Lukens Veterans Guild, c/o 

Sharon Tandarich, 50 South First Ave., Coatesville, PA 19320--is August 31. For more info on the trip, call Sharon 

Tandarich, 610-715-2993.   

 

Library Love Fundraiser 
The Library Love fundraiser will be held from 6-9 PM on Thursday, September 28, at the Downingtown Country 

Club. Proceeds from live auction bidding and raffles go to the Downingtown Library. Tickets are $40. Contact 

francine.dague@gamail.com or gwood1139@comcast.net regarding auction item donations or sponsorship 

opportunities. 
 

Run/Walk For Life 
Chester County Women’s Services (CCWS), a local nonprofit pregnancy care medical center, will hold its annual 

5K Run/Walk For Life on Saturday, Sept. 16, at Kerr Park and Struble Trail in Downingtown. The event begins next 

to the Kerr Park playground, with the run/walk starting at 8 AM, followed by Family Fun Day from 9 - 11:30 AM. 

A children’s soccer clinic and parachutes sponsored by United Sports, as well as a Kid’s Run will provide 

entertainment for the young guests. Registration is available at www.runsignup.com/CCWS. Register before Sept. 1 

to get early bird pricing and a free T-shirt. Guests are encouraged to bring a baby item such as diapers, wipes, or 

clothing to donate to a local families in need. 
 

Teri’s Run 
Teri’s Run will be held on Friday evening, September 8, starting on Green Street in Downingtown. The Kids’ Run 

begins at 6:30 PM and the 5 K Run and 1.5-mile walk start at 7 PM. Pre-registration deadline is September 1. 

Refreshments will be served after the race. Raffle prizes and age group prizes donated by local supporters will be 

given away during the awards ceremony at 8 PM. Proceeds are donated to the Delaware Valley chapter of the 

Scleroderma Foundation and the Scleroderma Research Foundation, and are earmarked for research. For more 

info and registration details, see: http://www.terisrun.org/ 
 

Kids Day in East Caln 
East Caln will be held in East Caln Park from 10 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, September 16; rain date is Sunday, 

September 17. Fun activities include petting zoo, pony rides, sand art, moon bounce, rock climbing wall, face 

painting, police fingerprinting, music, free popcorn, cotton candy and water ice. 
 

http://downingtownfallfest.com/
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More on Milford Mills 
Due to popular demand, author and historian Catherine Quillman has been invited by the East Brandywine 

Township Historical Commission to give another presentation on "Milford Mills: the Lost Village" at 7:30 p.m. on 

Wednesday, September 27 at the Township Building on Route 322, Guthriesville.. The lecture is free and open to 

the public. The evening will include time-to-share stories, as well as early photos taken from Quillman's expanded 

book, The Story of Milford Mills and The Marsh Creek Valley. The author welcomes any photos that you might want 

to share such as those of other ”lost” communities, including the former village of Eagle, Byers, Dorlan’s Mills and 

Bondsville. Refreshments will be served. 
 

Community Day in Caln 
The 11th annual Community Day, sponsored by Hatt's True Value Hardware and the Downingtown Library, will be 

held from 3-8:30 PM on Saturday, September 9. Events will include fireworks, music, vendors, food, a beer garden 

and activities such as a photo booth, mini golf course and knockerballs. 
 

State Police History 
State Trooper Gonzales will talk about the History of the PA State Police Historical and Memorial Center at the 

West Caln Historical Society’s meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, September 19. The meetings are held at West Caln 

Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Hwy, Wagontown, and are free and open to the public.  

 

Caln Community Day 
The 11th annual Caln Community Day, sponsored by Hatt's True Value Hardware and the Downingtown Library, 

will be held in the Municipal Park in Thorndale from 3-8:30 PM on Saturday, September 9. Events will include 

fireworks, music, vendors, food, a beer garden and activities such as a photo booth, mini golf course and 

knockerballs. 
 

Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma will host Ryan Conroy, historian and president of the Historical Society of the Phoenixville 

Area, who will lead a discussion about the men and woman of Northern Chester County who served in the military 

during WWI. This event will be held on Thursday evening, September 7, in Bell Hall at Montgomery School, 1141 

Kimberton Road, Chester Springs. It will begin at 6:30 PM with a wine & cheese reception, followed by the 

evening’s topic at 7 PM. Tickets may be purchased at the door for $5. Members of the Mill at Anselma attend free 

of charge. The talk will also provide a glimpse into the current exhibit “Over There and Over Here: Phoenixville in 

WWI” at The Historical Society of the Phoenixville Area. 

And The Mill at Anselma will also host the 97th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry (PVI), from 10 AM to 4 PM, on 

Saturday, September 9. The 97th PVI is a family-friendly organization of local Civil War reenactors who join in 

battles and camps throughout the year to preserve the memories of the soldiers and civilians that lived during the 

Civil War. The event includes Civil War tents on site, a rifle demonstration, a display of mid-19th century ladies 

clothing and children’s games, and members of the 97th PVI will be instructting visitors on the life of a Union 

soldier.  

The Mill at Anselma, on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot 

water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org. . 
 

Log House Art & Craft Show 
Downingtown’s Historic Commission is looking for exhibitors who plan to sell original, hand-crafted items at the 

annual Art & Craft Show from 9 AM to 2 PM Saturday, September 9 at Kerr Park. For details, see: 

http://downingtown.org/Documents/Log%20House%20Craft%20Show/2017/2017LOGHOUSEARTCRAFTSHOW

APP.pdf  
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

mailto:info@anselmamill.org
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Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Moore School is the original one-room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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Where was this school located? 

 

The first person who correctly identifies the location of Downingtown’s first public school will 

be recognized as a truly perceptive scholar. Please send your responses to: 

dahs19335@gmail.com 

 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites via: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Then_and_Now.html 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Then_and_Now.html
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


 

What locals were talking about 36 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in early September 

1981: 

 The soft real estate market continued to inhibit the growth of the enrollment in the 

Downingtown Area School District during the 1981-1982 school year. It had been estimated 

that about 7,500 pupils would be attending classes when the schools opened on September 10. 

And although the total number of pupils enrolled in the local public system initially had been 

projected to increase by 25 students, the latest enrollment projection for the new school year 

declined by 66 pupils, compared to the 1980-81 school year. 

 Also, the school district professional staff’s average salary was $17,734 in the 1980-81 

school year, while the highest average in Chester County was $20,946 and the lowest was 

$15,577.                                                                      

 Downingtown United Methodist Church was sponsoring a Laotian refugee family. And 

William Butler was the new choir director, and Robin Lang was the new organist. 

 Recent property transfers included: 158 Appledore Drive, Caln, $43,000; 1120 New 

Hampshire Lane, West Bradford, $79,428; 716 Brook Road, Uwchlan, $128,500; and 45 

Dorothy Lane, Upper Uwchlan, $80,000. 

 Fannie Eachus, who had been a hairdresser at 19 Brandywine Avenue in Downingtown 

for almost 45 years before she retired in 1981, said, “For some people, having their hair done is a 

form of therapy. It really lifts their spirits.” 

 The Downingtown Fire Department conducted a Firefighters Olympics in Kardon Park. 

West Bradford Fire Co. won first place; West Whiteland came in second, and Thorndale finished 

third. Since it was the host, Downingtown didn’t compete against the other fire companies. 

 Youngsters from Messiah Lutheran Church, Downingtown, who attended Bear Creek 

Camp were Carol Bradford, Jennifer and Margie Snyder, Patty Larson, and Lenny Musselman. 

 Returning letter winners for the DHS girls’ tennis team were Laura McGeorge, Debbie 

Hartman, Rochelle Buhr and Cindy Lichok. Coach Becky Desmond was expecting Jane Gerlach, 

Gwen Holtan, Sally McClure Lisa Cabott, Kim Becker and Cathy Brandl to complete the starting 

lineup for the Whippets. 

 

 

Protecting you from scams  
To better protect consumers from financial scams, Pennsylvania’s Office of Attorney General 

has created a unit dedicated to consumer financial protection. The effort will focus on lenders 

that prey on seniors, families with students, and military service members, including for-profit 

colleges and mortgage and student loan servicers, according to State Rep Harry Lewis.  

If you think you’ve been scammed, call the attorney general’s office at 1-800-441-2555 or send 

an email to scam@attorneygeneral.gov.  

In 2016, the Office of Attorney General’s Consumer Protection Bureau handled 19,727 

consumer complaints and returned a total of $8.5 million in restitution to consumers.  

 

mailto:scam@attorneygeneral.gov


Info on DBS found at Chester County Historical Society 

 

Dan Lindley is a truly perceptive scholar because he went to West Chester and did research 

in the Chester County Historical Society’s clipping files, where he discovered lots of information 

about the Downingtown Business School.  

The school was opened in September 1916, by Maude A. Dixon, the principal, who had been 

the assistant principal of the West Chester Business School, according to a story in the Daily 

Local News. The last newspaper article about the school was published in 1919. The school, 

located in the Improvement Building at Stuart and West Lancaster Avenues in the borough, 

offered classes over 10 months in the evening as well as daytime. The curriculum included 

typing, shorthand, bookkeeping and business methods classes.  

Commencements, which included music by an orchestra, were held in Downingtown’s 

Central Presbyterian Church, where Dixon was a member of the Young Woman’s Club. The first 

graduating class including Blanche E. Sharpless, Rose L. Gallagher, Helen R. McClure, Martin 

B. Berryman (class president), Ralph B. Chamberlin, Isaac R. Foreman and Dominic J. Donato.  

Dixon was a life-long resident of Downingtown, who was a charter member of the 

Downingtown Woman’s Club. She died in 1959 and is buried at Northwood Cemetery. 

Laura Miriam Fisher, whose 1918 diploma is shown above, lived in Glen Moore while 

attending the Business School. After she graduated and worked in Philadelphia for a while, 

Miriam returned to Downingtown and married Irvin Darlington. One of their children was Iva 

Darlington Siever, who provided the digitized copy of the mother’s diploma.  



 

What locals were talking about 61 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in September 1956 editions of the 

Downingtown Archive: 

 The A & P supermarket’s lease on the building next to Downingtown’s Borough Hall  

was not going to be renewed in May 1957. The supermarket chain was negotiating with local 

realtor Chandler Roberts about the construction of a new A & P store, across from Kerr Park. 

The site of the former supermarket on West Lancaster Avenue now is the borough Police Station. 

 East Brandywine Township’s School Board submitted plans for a new elementary 

school to the Chester County School Board. Wallace Township School District participated in 

building the new school, which still is known as the Brandywine-Wallace School. 

 A group of Downingtown businessmen requested Borough Council to buy the Griffith 

and Gatchel properties on East Lancaster Avenue, so they could be turned into parking lots. They 

also proposed that the Council should purchase a garage on Stuart Avenue, behind the Mittel 

building, for a future parking area. The businessmen said a new one-mill mercantile tax would 

cover the costs of buying the properties. 

 Youngsters enrolled in the first grade at Indiantown School, Glen Moore, were Bonnie 

Andrews, Steven Brown, Carol Lee Craig, Edith de Russy, Brian Fox, Eugene Hannum, James 

Herrington, Roxanne Houck, Gail Kay, Wilma Knight, Deborah March, Dorothy May, Barry 

Ortlip, Florence Patterson, James Slonaker, Michael Taylor and Kenneth Weaver. 

 Downingtown National Bank bought 108 front feet of property on Brandywine Avenue in 

the borough from the Bicking Paper Co. Buildings on the site purchased included a shoe repair 

business and the paper mill’s machine shop. 

 Members of Downingtown Boy Scout Troop 82 who camped at Icedale, included James 

Dawson, Jerry Thompson, David Pollock, Lewis Wilson, William Pollock, Richard Rittenbough, 

Paul Backenstose, John Houston, Lee Hayes, Mark Jones and Barton Trader. 

 Teachers in the Uwchlan Township School District, who taught in 1956, included Mrs. 

William Yonker, Mount Airy School; Mrs. Robert Mertz, the Grange building school; and Mrs. 

Walter Styer, Lionville Elementary School.  

 Edwin Wagner resigned as Downingtown’s borough manager. When he was hired as the 

borough’s superintendent in 1917, none of the town’s streets--including Lancaster Avenue--had a 

hard surface. 

 Coach Ray DiSerafino said the DHS football team’s six returning lettermen were: Butch 

Hamilton, center; tackles Jimmy Charles and Ernie DiEugenio; and halfbacks Harold Butcher 

and Jim DiSante.  

 Harvey Styer, William Davidson and Adam Graveno, all 1956 DHS graduates, enlisted in 

the U. S. Marine Corps. 

 The Garden Class of the Downingtown Woman’s Club was celebrating its 25th 

anniversary. Officers of the Class were Mrs. Clifford Ford, chairman; Mrs. Kurt Wandel, vice 

chairman; Mrs. C. R. Brandau, recording secretary; Mrs. J. B. Campbell, corresponding 

secretary; and Mrs. George Foreman, treasurer. 

 Ruth Hall was re-elected president of the Future Homemakers of America chapter at 

DHS. Other officers were Judy Frank, vice president; Nancy Powell, treasurer; Betty Moore, 

secretary; Ruth Carmichael, reporter; and Delores Simmons, historian. 

 



Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

This ad was originally published in the June 19, 1932 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 
 



History of early DHS football teams 
According to the Saylor Database, DHS played 1 game "seasons" in 1896, 1897 and 1899. It 

appears that those games were all against West Chester High School. In 1898, a Downingtown 

amateur team played West Chester, the first win, and the High School tied an amateur team from 

Coatesville on Thanksgiving Day. No games are recorded from 1900-1911. In 1912, two games 

were played. The first full DHS "season" was in 1913, in which the team ended up with a 0-7-1 

record. In 1914, DHS played in the Chester County Championship Game against Coatesville. 

The 1914 record was 3-4-1, which appears to be the first season the High School team recorded 

an "official" win. That season also marked the emergence of Charley Way, and the rest, as they 

say, "is history." Believe it, or not, "The History" has newspaper clippings of those early games 

right here for you, according to John Kiefel.  

You can access those clippings and tons more info about the Whippets via: 

www.facebook.com/groups/594722887247727/?multi_permalinks=1448226191897388&notif_t

=group_highlights&notif_id=1504189945906167 

 

In case you missed any of our August editions 
If you missed any of the Hist-O-Grams we published last month, here’s how you can still access 

them: 

 

August 3: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/August%203%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

August 10: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/August%2010%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

August 17: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/August%2017%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

August 24: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/August%2024%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

August 31: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/August%2031%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also, you’ll find access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we 

have published since 2010 via: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms.html 
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Group Photo of the Week 

 
DHS musicians who made the Southeastern Pennsylvania Regional Band in 1970 were, left to 

right, David Hemberger, Gail Wills and Richard Grimm. 

 

We need CDs and VDs, as well as books, 

for our used book sale in October 
Those who wish to donate gently used books, as well CDs and VDs, for the Downingtown 

Area Historical Society’s Book Sale in October can either bring them to Ashbridge House, our 

headquarters in the Ashbridge Square Shopping center, next to the Chick-Fil-A Restaurant, on 

Route 30 in East Caln, between 1-4 PM on Sundays. Or you can arrange to have someone from 

the Historical Society pick them up at your home or business by calling 610-269-1709 or by 

sending an email to: dths1709@gmail.com.  

Types of paperback, soft cover books hard cover books we’re looking for include: 

Children’s, History, Non-Fiction and Biographies, Sets, Fiction, current Self-Help and Computer 

books. 

Used books that aren’t acceptable for the Book Sale include: Textbooks, Old Self-Help 

Books, Water-Damaged Books, Books with hand-writing in them, Books with damaged or torn 

covers, and encyclopedias. 

 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

dths1709@gmail.com


Fall Fun Festival 
Marshallton Methodist Church, 1282 W. Strasburg Road, will have a Fall Fun Festival from 8 AM-2 PM on 

Saturday, September 9. Rain date is Saturday, Sept. 16. Includes a Flea Market, Homemade Baked Goods & Mum 

Sale. Vendors who want a have a 10x10 space for $20 or a table for $5 should contact Doug Gindin via 610-696-

7657 or bdgin@aol.com. 
 

Car Show  
Hopewell United Methodist Church, 852 Hopewell Road, East Brandywine, will have its fifth annual Car Show 

from 10 AM to 2 PM on Saturday, September 9. Military and first responder vehicles will be on display for the first 

time. There will be a dunk tank and games for kids. Registration begins at 9 AM at the church.   
 

Downingtown FallFest 
The Downingtown FallFest, sponsored by the Downingtown-Thorndale Regional Chamber of Commerce—in 

partnership with the Downingtown Library, the Borough of Downingtown and Victory Brewery—will be held from 

11 AM to 4 PM on Sunday, September 24 (rain date: Sunday, October 1) along Green Street and E. Pennsylvania 

Ave. See: http://downingtownfallfest.com/ for details on booth space; Registration for space closes September 8.  
 

DHS All-Alumni 5K 
The class of '97 presents the inaugural DHS All-Alumni 5K/1 mile Walk /Kids' Run at 9 AM on Saturday, October 

14, on the campus of DHS West. Come and see how much your alma mater has changed, while reconnecting with 

old friends at this family-friendly event! Event details can be found here: https://runsignup.com/dhsalumni5k 

All proceeds from the race will be used for 3 scholarships, to be given out by the DHS Alumni Association to a 

student in each DASD high school.  

 

Remembrance of 9/11 Attack  
The National Iron & Steel Heritage Museum in Coatesville will commemorate the 16th anniversary of the 9/11 attack 

on the World Trade Center in New York City with several free events on September 11, 2017. The events include: 

from 8:30-10:30 AM, a program which marks the time of that day’s horrific events with words from local dignitaries 

and music by the Lukens Band; from 10:30 AM to 4 PM, free admission to the museum’s indoor exhibits and 

videos; 7 PM, the Lukens Band will lead a musical remembrance program. 
 

Library Love Fundraiser 
The Library Love fundraiser will be held from 6-9 PM on Thursday, September 28, at the Downingtown Country 

Club. Proceeds from live auction bidding and raffles go to the Downingtown Library. Tickets are $40. Contact 

francine.dague@gamail.com or gwood1139@comcast.net regarding auction item donations or sponsorship 

opportunities. 
 

Kids Day in East Caln 
East Caln will be held in East Caln Park from 10 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, September 16; rain date is Sunday, 

September 17. Fun activities include petting zoo, pony rides, sand art, moon bounce, rock climbing wall, face 

painting, police fingerprinting, music, free popcorn, cotton candy and water ice. 

 

Run/Walk For Life 
Chester County Women’s Services (CCWS), a local nonprofit pregnancy care medical center, will hold its annual 

5K Run/Walk For Life on Saturday, Sept. 16, at Kerr Park and Struble Trail in Downingtown. The event begins next 

to the Kerr Park playground, with the run/walk starting at 8 AM, followed by Family Fun Day from 9 - 11:30 AM. 

A children’s soccer clinic and parachutes sponsored by United Sports, as well as a Kid’s Run will provide 

entertainment for the young guests. Registration is available at www.runsignup.com/CCWS. Register before Sept. 1 

to get early bird pricing and a free T-shirt. Guests are encouraged to bring a baby item such as diapers, wipes, or 

clothing to donate to a local families in need. 
 

 

Teri’s Run 
Teri’s Run will be held on Friday evening, September 8, starting on Green Street in Downingtown. The Kids’ Run 

begins at 6:30 PM and the 5 K Run and 1.5-mile walk start at 7 PM. Pre-registration deadline is September 1. 

bdgin@aol.com
http://downingtownfallfest.com/
https://runsignup.com/dhsalumni5k
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Refreshments will be served after the race. Raffle prizes and age group prizes donated by local supporters will be 

given away during the awards ceremony at 8 PM. Proceeds are donated to the Delaware Valley chapter of the 

Scleroderma Foundation and the Scleroderma Research Foundation, and are earmarked for research. For more 

info and registration details, see: http://www.terisrun.org/ 
 

More on Milford Mills 
Due to popular demand, author and historian Catherine Quillman has been invited by the East Brandywine 

Township Historical Commission to give another presentation on "Milford Mills: the Lost Village" at 7:30 p.m. on 

Wednesday, September 27 at the Township Building on Route 322, Guthriesville.. The lecture is free and open to 

the public. The evening will include time-to-share stories, as well as early photos taken from Quillman's expanded 

book, The Story of Milford Mills and The Marsh Creek Valley. The author welcomes any photos that you might want 

to share such as those of other ”lost” communities, including the former village of Eagle, Byers, Dorlan’s Mills and 

Bondsville. Refreshments will be served. 
 

Community Day in Caln 
The 11th annual Community Day, sponsored by Hatt's True Value Hardware and the Downingtown Library, will be 

held from 3-8:30 PM on Saturday, September 9. Events will include fireworks, music, vendors, food, a beer garden 

and activities such as a photo booth, mini golf course and knockerballs. 
 

State Police History 
State Trooper Gonzales will talk about the History of the PA State Police Historical and Memorial Center at the 

West Caln Historical Society’s meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, September 19. The meetings are held at West Caln 

Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Hwy, Wagontown, and are free and open to the public.  
 

Caln Community Day 
The 11th annual Caln Community Day, sponsored by Hatt's True Value Hardware and the Downingtown Library, 

will be held in the Municipal Park in Thorndale from 3-8:30 PM on Saturday, September 9. Events will include 

fireworks, music, vendors, food, a beer garden and activities such as a photo booth, mini golf course and 

knockerballs. 
 

Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma will host Ryan Conroy, historian and president of the Historical Society of the Phoenixville 

Area, who will lead a discussion about the men and woman of Northern Chester County who served in the military 

during WWI. This event will be held on Thursday evening, September 7, in Bell Hall at Montgomery School, 1141 

Kimberton Road, Chester Springs. It will begin at 6:30 PM with a wine & cheese reception, followed by the 

evening’s topic at 7 PM. Tickets may be purchased at the door for $5. Members of the Mill at Anselma attend free 

of charge. The talk will also provide a glimpse into the current exhibit “Over There and Over Here: Phoenixville in 

WWI” at The Historical Society of the Phoenixville Area. 

And The Mill at Anselma will also host the 97th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry (PVI), from 10 AM to 4 PM, on 

Saturday, September 9. The 97th PVI is a family-friendly organization of local Civil War reenactors who join in 

battles and camps throughout the year to preserve the memories of the soldiers and civilians that lived during the 

Civil War. The event includes Civil War tents on site, a rifle demonstration, a display of mid-19th century ladies 

clothing and children’s games, and members of the 97th PVI will be instructing visitors on the life of a Union 

soldier.  

The Mill at Anselma, on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot 

water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org.   

 

 

 

Log House Art & Craft Show 
Downingtown’s Historic Commission is looking for exhibitors who plan to sell original, hand-crafted items at the 

annual Art & Craft Show from 9 AM to 2 PM Saturday, September 9 at Kerr Park. For details, see: 

http://www.scleroderma.org/site/PageServer?pagename=dv_home#.UhFs76XjQmI
http://www.scleroderma.org/site/PageServer?pagename=dv_home#.UhFs76XjQmI
http://www.srfcure.org/
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mailto:info@anselmamill.org
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http://downingtown.org/Documents/Log%20House%20Craft%20Show/2017/2017LOGHOUSEARTCRAFTSHOW

APP.pdf  
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Moore School is the original one-room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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The first person who correctly identifies the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your responses to: dahs19335@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
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http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


 

What locals were talking about 36 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in the latter part of 

September 1981: 

• The number of times the Minquas Ambulance Corps in Downingtown was called to 

transport someone to a hospital had increased from 300 calls in 1975 to more than 1,000 calls 

five  years later. As a result, the Minquas—whose coverage area included the borough, East 

Caln, West Bradford, East Brandywine, the eastern end of Caln, and part of Glen Moore—was 

responding to more calls than any other ambulance service in Chester County. In fact, the 

Uwchlan Ambulance Corps had to come into the Minquas coverage area 70 times in 1980 

because the Downingtown-based service was responding to an earlier call.  Although it’s 

apparent that the Minquas needs a second ambulance, the ambulance corps had upgraded its 

service by increasing the number of its trained attendants to 30 volunteers, and 23 of them would 

soon be certified as emergency medical technicians. 

• Frank Sinex, owner of the of Lyndell Country Store for many years, donated a half acre 

tract of land, fronting on Lyndell Road, to the Chester County Park System, to provide a parking 

area for users of the Struble Hiking and Biking Trail.  

• The Glen Moore Fire Company’s rescue squad was reorganized, to include these 

leaders: David Grandizio, Ed D’Allessandro, Marlene Miller, Eric Shoemaker, Earl “Chip” 

Cooke and Martha Weirick. 

• The DHS Music Parents Association was planning several fundraisers—including 

selling McDonalds’ coupons, hoagies and pies—to help defray the costs for the high school’s 

concert band and concert choir to travel to Orlando, FL, to perform next spring at Disney World.  

• Elected as officers of the Downingtown Golden Agers group were Helen Watson, 

president; Blanche Dawson, vice president; Hazel Miller, secretary; and Dorothy Thomas, 

treasurer.           

• Members of the Downingtown American Legion Auxiliary, who had been in the 

organization for at least 50 years, included: Mrs. Mary Banghart, Mrs. Chester Brown, Mrs. 

Walter Clavier, Mrs. Paul Dague, Mrs. Raymond Greenleaf, Mrs. Leo Hamilton, Mrs. Frank 

Lenhardt, Mrs. M. S. Meisel, Mrs. Ethel Moore, Mrs. Joseph Miller, Mrs. Hallan Usher, and 

Esther Williams.    

• Although DHS football team coach Chic Chiccino claimed, “We have a heckuva way to 

go on defense, after beating Upper Darby 29-14 in the Whippets’ season opener, he also cited the 

play of backs Keith Butcher and Brent Sweeney, tackles Chris Goerlitz and Drew Hamilton, and 

guards Lee Ellmaker and Mike Barrett.    

• Whippet striker Song In Son scored a hat trick when the DHS soccer squad opened its 

1981 campaign with a 3-1 victory over Coatesville. Coach Paul Hurley lauded the defensive 

efforts of Don Wix, Cliff Cheeks, John Borror and Grant Angeny.  

• The DHS lacrosse team beat Coatesville 4-0 in its first Ches-Mont League contest. The 

Whippet offense by Jen Gerlach’s three goals and Lisa Lynch’s two assists. 

• Downingtown’s Joanne Migliaccio led the Whippet girls’ cross-country team, as DHS 

beat Coatesville 18-40. She was followed across the finish line by teammates Anne Borland, 

second; and Bernie Cremin, third. 



• The DHS girls’ tennis team kicked off its Ches-Mont season with a 6-1 win over 

Coatesville. The Whippets got a clean sweep in singles with victories by Jane Gerlach, Rochelle 

Buhr, Cindy Lichok and Gwen Holtan. The duos of Debbie Hartman-Sally McClure and Cathy 

Brandl-Lisa Cabott winners in doubles.  

• Honored at the East Brandywine Fire Company’s annual banquet were: Bev McCarty, 

Ron Rambo Jr., John Smalley, Tucker Thomas, John Smith, Alan Laird and Mike Whiteman.  

• Dixie Gailey was named superintendent of the Sunday School at St. James Episcopal 

Church, Downingtown. Others on the staff were Betty Hayes, Sadie Greer, Terry Revucky, 

Nancy McCleary, Sandy Schaffer, Anne Byrne and Becki Dean.  

• Recent property transfers included: 116 Lampeter Court, Uwchlan, $57,300; 39 Ansley 

Drive, East Caln, $94,990; 226 Brandywine Ave., Downingtown, $58,500; 1435 Poorhouse 

Road, West Bradford, $63,500; 3401 Fisherville Road, East Brandywine, $79,000; 22 Lafayette 

Circle, Upper Uwchlan, $139,900; 23 Stirrup Lane, West Pikeland, $96,000. 

• Overall winners in Downingtown Cub Pack 23’s Olympics, held in Kerr Park, were 

Greg Morris and Jeff Zeiders. And winners of the obstacle course competition were Nathan 

Snyder, Don Zeiders and Sean Morris.      

• Elected as officers of the Downingtown Junior Woman’s Club were: Anne Taylor, 

president; Brenda McDade, first vice president; Judy Bredickas, second vice president;  Jo 

McAdoo, treasurer;  Carolyn Leonard, corresponding secretary;  and Marcia McQueen, 

recording secretary.  

• Named the Pennypacker Country Club swim team’s most valuable swimmers were: 

Debbie West, 8 and under girls; Rod Bell, 8 and under boys; Jody Shrum, 10 and under girls; Ed 

Paradise, 10 and under boys; Paula West, 12 and under girls; Rob Zwack, 12 and under boys; 

Betsy Klug, 14 and under girls; Gary Reinbrecht, 14 and under boys; Cathy Palski, 18 and under 

girls; and Greg Zwack, 18 and under boys. 

             

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also, you’ll find access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we 

have published since 2010 via: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms.html 

 
Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites via: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Then_and_Now.html 
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It was located where East Ward School is today 

 
Donna Ciarlone is a truly perceptive scholar because she’s first person who correctly 

identified the location of the borough’s first public school as the site where East Ward School is 

today, at the intersection of East Lancaster and Uwchlan Avenues in Downingtown. 

The Downingtown Area Historical Society is grateful to Joe McConaghy of West Bradford, 

for his recent gift of the date stone from Downingtown's first public school. The marble stone 

was installed at the brick, two-room school house that was built on the south side of Lancaster 

Pike in East Downingtown on a tract of land donated by John E. Parke. The school building was 

bought in 1876 by J. Hunter Wills who operated a general store there until it burned down. The 

original East Ward School was built on the former store property in 1923. 

Somehow, the date stone was saved and it eventually made its way to Downingtown's 

Central School, built in 1909 on West Lancaster Avenue. That school became the West Ward 

Elementary School after the Junior-Senior High School (now the STEM Academy) was 

constructed on Manor Avenue in 1933. We suspect the stone was stored at West Ward.  

Fortunately, Joe's father, Joe McConaghy, Sr., who was part of the crew that razed West 

Ward in 1958, received permission to keep the stone. Otherwise, it probably would have ended 

up in a landfill.  After being in his family for nearly 60 years, Joe graciously donated the stone to 

the Historical Society, where it is on display at the Ashbridge House, our 308-year-old 

headquarters on East Lancaster Avenue in East Caln. If anybody remembers where the stone was 

kept at West Ward School, please send us an email via: dahs19335@gmail.com 
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Paper mill celebrated its 100th anniversary in 1981 
The Downingtown Paper Co., acquired in 1968 by Sonoco Products of Hartsville, SC, was 

celebrating the paperboard mill’s 100th anniversary (1881-1981) with an open house.  

The largest of several paperboard firms in the Downingtown area, DOPACO evolved from 

the Frank Miller Paper Co., which leased George Kerr’s former saw mill, one mile south of the 

borough’s southern border, in East Caln Township, and started producing binding board there for 

book binderies in 1881. In 1887, Miller built a new mill on 14 acres he purchased in the borough, 

between Brandywine Creek and Brandywine Avenue. In addition to being closer to the railroad, 

which brought in raw materials and shipped the finished products, the new steam-powered 

facility increased its production to 10 tons of binding board a day within a year.   

Miller continued to expand the facility with capital supplied by his brother-in-law, J. Gibson 

McIlvain, and within two years the operation included a new machine that was cranking out 

white-lined paperboard stock, used for folding box packaging of consumer products, and a 2-

million gallon filter plant, which cleaned water taken from the Brandywine Creek, was added to 

the production process. 

The company was incorporated as the Downingtown Paper Co. in the late 19th Century, and 

McIlvain and his brother, Hugh, were appointed president and vice president, respectively, while 

Miller was named secretary-treasurer. Also, Andrew Brookover, who had many years of 

experience in the paperboard industry, was brought in as superintendent of the mill in 1906. As a 

result, the plant’s daily production increased from 20 tons to 250 tons before Brookover retired 

in 1939. Editor’s note: The next installation on this series about the Downingtown Paper Mill 

will continue in the September 21 Hist-O-Gram.  

 

 

Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the November 7, 1930 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 



Have you started packing those old books for the sale yet? 
You know you want to tidy things up at home by getting rid of those gently used books, CDs and 

VDs that have been collecting dust for years. You’ll have an incredible sense of accomplishment 

when you pack them up for the Downingtown Area Historical Society’s Book Sale in October. 

You’ll feel even better when you either bring them to Ashbridge House, our headquarters in the 

Ashbridge Square shopping center, next to the Chick-Fil-A Restaurant, on Route 30 in East Caln, 

between 1-4 PM on Sundays. Or you can arrange to have someone from the Historical Society 

pick them up at your home or business by calling 610-269-1709 or by sending an email to: 

dths1709@gmail.com.  
Types of paperback/soft cover books hard cover books we’re looking for include: Children’s, 

History, Non-Fiction and Biographies, Sets, Fiction, current Self-Help and Computer books. 
 

 

Group Photo of the Week

 
Members of the Downingtown-Lionville Babe Ruth League all-star team in 1979 were, left to 

right: front row, Ken Dunn, assistant coach, Frank Piper, assistant coach, Dave Zynn, Dan 

Dougherty, Scott Fennelly, Tom Dooley, Bob Stevens, coach; second row, Ron Savastio, Penn 

Frey, Mike Lynch, Larry Lark, Jim Knapp, Brian Pomento; third row, Eric Presson, Mark 

Ciarlone, Greg Barrow, Joe Schmidt, Bill Snyder and Don Forbes. The photo was provided by 

Bob Stevens. 

 

 

Lots more info about borough’s Log House 
You can access a ton of interesting information about Downingtown’s Log House in Natalie 

Smith‘s article in the Chester County Press via: 

www.chestercounty.com/2017/09/07/154286/the-downingtown-log-house-more-than-300-years-

and-counting 

dths1709@gmail.com
www.chestercounty.com/2017/09/07/154286/the-downingtown-log-house-more-than-300-years-and-counting
www.chestercounty.com/2017/09/07/154286/the-downingtown-log-house-more-than-300-years-and-counting


 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Food Truck Festival 
Chester County Library's 2nd annual Food Truck Festival will be held from 3 PM until 8 PM on Friday, September 

15. There will be unique cuisines from over 22 food vendors while you enjoy live music and more! Due to the 

pipeline construction the Library had to relocate the festival to Main Street at Exton this year. The event will be held 

in the old Circuit City parking lot, across from the Movie Tavern. Please use the address 291 Indian Run Street, 

Exton, PA, for GPS directions.  
 

Downingtown FallFest 
The Downingtown FallFest, sponsored by the Downingtown-Thorndale Regional Chamber of Commerce—in 

partnership with the Downingtown Library, the Borough of Downingtown and Victory Brewery—will be held from 

11 AM to 4 PM on Sunday, September 24 (rain date: Sunday, October 1) along Green Street and E. Pennsylvania 

Ave. See: http://downingtownfallfest.com/ for details on booth space; Registration for space closes September 8.  
 

Cavalcade of Bands 
The Downingtown Music Parents Association will host a Cavalcade of Bands competition at Kottmeyer Stadium on 

the DHS West campus at 7: 15 PM on Saturday, September 30. Over a dozen high school marching bands will 

compete. Also, the Boston University and University of New Haven bands will execute college-level performances, 

as well. Tickets available at the gate: $10 for adults, $8 for children, seniors and veterans. For more questions, 

contact: mpa.concessions@gmail.com 
 

Flea Market 
The Ladies Auxiliary of the Minquas Fire Co., 141 Wallace Ave., Downingtown, from 9 AM until noon on 

Saturday, September 30. If you need more info, contact: minquaslax46@gmail.com                        
 

DHS All-Alumni 5K 
The class of '97 presents the inaugural DHS All-Alumni 5K/1 mile Walk /Kids' Run at 9 AM on Saturday, October 

14, on the campus of DHS West. Come and see how much your alma mater has changed, while reconnecting with 

old friends at this family-friendly event! Event details can be found here: https://runsignup.com/dhsalumni5k 

All proceeds from the race will be used for 3 scholarships, to be given out by the DHS Alumni Association to a 

student in each DASD high school.  
 

Library Love Fundraiser 
The Library Love fundraiser will be held from 6-9 PM on Thursday, September 28, at the Downingtown Country 

Club. Proceeds from live auction bidding and raffles go to the Downingtown Library. Tickets are $40. Contact 

francine.dague@gamail.com or gwood1139@comcast.net regarding auction item donations or sponsorship 

opportunities. 
 

Roast Beef Dinner 
Marshallton Methodist Church, 1282 W. Strasburg Road, will have a Roast Beef Dinner (eat-in or take-out) from 

4:30-6:30 PM on Saturday, October 21. Menu includes: roast beef, mushroom & brown gravy, mashed potatoes, 

green beans, cole slaw, applesauce, rolls, dessert and a beverage. To order tickets, send an email to: 

office@marshalltonchurch.org or call 610-696-5247. If ordered before October 17, tickets are $13 for adults and $5 

for children (ages 5-12). Tickets bought at the door, are $15 for adults and $5 for children.  
 

Kids Day in East Caln 
East Caln will be held in East Caln Park from 10 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, September 16; rain date is Sunday, 

September 17. Fun activities include petting zoo, pony rides, sand art, moon bounce, rock climbing wall, face 

painting, police fingerprinting, music, free popcorn, cotton candy and water ice. 
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Run/Walk For Life 
Chester County Women’s Services (CCWS), a local nonprofit pregnancy care medical center, will hold its annual 

5K Run/Walk For Life on Saturday, Sept. 16, at Kerr Park and Struble Trail in Downingtown. The event begins next 

to the Kerr Park playground, with the run/walk starting at 8 AM, followed by Family Fun Day from 9 - 11:30 AM. 

A children’s soccer clinic and parachutes sponsored by United Sports, as well as a Kid’s Run will provide 

entertainment for the young guests. Registration is available at www.runsignup.com/CCWS. Register before Sept. 1 

to get early bird pricing and a free T-shirt. Guests are encouraged to bring a baby item such as diapers, wipes, or 

clothing to donate to a local families in need. 
 

Mayor’s 5K 
Downingtown Mayor Josh Maxwell is sponsoring a 5K “Run to End Gender-Based Violence” to be conducted on 

the Struble Trail, beginning at 9:30 AM on Saturday, October14. Proceeds from the race will be distributed to: the 

Domestic Violence Center of Chester County, the Chester County Fund for Women and Girls, and the Crime 

Victims Center of Chester County. For more details on the run, see: www.mayors5K.com 
 

More on Milford Mills 
Due to popular demand, author and historian Catherine Quillman has been invited by the East Brandywine 

Township Historical Commission to give another presentation on "Milford Mills: the Lost Village" at 7:30 p.m. on 

Wednesday, September 27 at the Township Building on Route 322, Guthriesville.. The lecture is free and open to 

the public. The evening will include time-to-share stories, as well as early photos taken from Quillman's expanded 

book, The Story of Milford Mills and The Marsh Creek Valley. The author welcomes any photos that you might want 

to share such as those of other ”lost” communities, including the former village of Eagle, Byers, Dorlan’s Mills and 

Bondsville. Refreshments will be served. 
 

State Police History 
State Trooper Gonzales will talk about the History of the PA State Police Historical and Memorial Center at the 

West Caln Historical Society’s meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, September 19. The meetings are held at West Caln 

Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Hwy, Wagontown, and are free and open to the public.  
 

Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma, on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot 

water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org.   
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Moore School is the original one-room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
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Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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Where and What Is This? 

 

The first person who correctly identifies the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your responses to: dahs19335@gmail.com 

 

Historical Society will have a booth at FallFest on Sunday 
We hope you’ll bring gently used books for our October Used Book Sale when you visit our 

booth on Green Street at the Downingtown FallFest, sponsored by the Downingtown-Thorndale 

Regional Chamber of Commerce, which will be held from 11 AM to 4 PM on Sunday, 

September 24 (rain date: Sunday, October 1). Types of books we’re looking for include: 

Children’s, History, Non-Fiction and Biographies, Sets, Fiction, Self-Help and Computer books. 

And please bring your VDs and CDs, as well as books. 

Otherwise, please bring them, between 1-4 PM on Sundays, to Ashbridge House, our 

headquarters in the Ashbridge Square shopping center, next to the Chick-Fil-A Restaurant, on 

Route 30 in East Caln. Or arrange to have someone from the Historical Society pick them up at 

your home or business by calling 610-269-1709 or by sending an email to: 

dths1709@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 
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The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 
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What locals were talking about 67 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in local papers in the latter part of April 1950: 

 St. Anthony’s Lodge sought bids on constructing a proposed $75,000, two-story addition 

to its quarters on Church Street in Downingtown. The plans called for widening the club by 20 

feet on the west side, to accommodate a new kitchen, office and meeting rooms, and redecorate 

the exterior of the current building. Elected as officers of St. Anthony’s Ladies Auxiliary were 

Mrs. Samuel Mento, president; Margaret Sciarretta, vice president; Mrs. Joseph Mento and Mrs. 

Louis Mascherino, secretary; and Mrs. Walter McClure, treasurer. Proceeds from the minstrel 

put on by the Auxiliary were donated to the organ fund of St. Joseph’s Church. Eva Taraschi, the 

minstrel’s interlocutor was supported by a cast of 50 women. They included “endmen” Laura 

Reutter, Mary Sbei, Mary Ciarlone and Josephine Manetta.   

 A tentative agreement had been reached between the Downingtown Iron Works and the 

local United Steel Workers Union, relative to a pension and social welfare plan. The pension 

trust, voluntarily installed by the Iron Works in 1942, was amended to include minimum monthly 

payments, including Social Security benefits, of $60 for 15 years of service, and pro-rated for up 

to $100 per month for 25 or more years of service. The cost of the pension plan was covered 

entirely by company contributions, as had been the practice in the past. 

 Members of Downingtown’s American Legion Post, who were assigned to decorate 

veterans’ grave sites, included: Joseph Miller, Hopewell Methodist and East Baptist cemeteries; 

Amberto Mattioni and Howard Kennedy, St. Joseph’s cemetery; William Wharry, William Zittle 

Edward Spamer, Northwood and Lindley Hill cemeteries; Jonathan Windle, Windsor Baptist, St. 

Paul’s UCC and St. Paul’s Lutheran in Lionville. Also, installed as officers of the Legion’s 

Auxiliary were Mrs. William Wilmot, president; Mrs. Daniel Massimini, senior vice president; 

Betty Fennelly, junior vice president; Mrs. Earl Parker, secretary; Mrs. Joseph Eby, treasurer; 

Mrs. Henry Thomas, chaplain; Mrs. James Echols, guard; Dolly Colella, conductress; Kathryn 

Ceulers, patriotic instructor; and trustees Mary Warren and Mrs. Arthur Harrison. 

 Exhibits in the Marshallton School PTA’s Hobby Show included: the 75 dolls of Mrs. 

James Sheetz and daughter, Anna; and Mrs. Sarah Otter’s more than 100 butterflies, moths and 

beetles. And officers elected to lead the PTA for the next two years were Mrs. Ralph Wilson, 

president; Mrs. Norman Moulder, vice president; Mrs. Milton Durnall, treasurer; and Mrs. David 

Johnson. 

 The Downingtown Lions Club revealed plans for the third annual Soap Box Derby, to 

be conducted in June on the Chestnut Street hill in the borough. A parade, which included kids 

on decorated bikes as well as the derby competitors, was to start at Kerr Park. Leebert Chambers 

was general chairman, assisted by William Rowland and William Allen. Appointed as committee 

chairmen were Herbert Kreider and Edward Towson, registration; Stanley Walters, Irwin 

Pollock, Nelson Norris and Jack Forbes, parade; Nelson Dennis, Dr. George Bousum, Clifford 

Orr, Morse Garwood and Allison Hallowell, judges; Horace Miller, William McNamara, 

Chandler Roberts and Clinton Law, prizes; Edward Foreman, Edward Peterson, John DeTar and 

Jack Galt, inspection; and Dr. Harlan Sharp and Rev. George bass, first aid. 

 Officers of the Sunday School at Windsor Baptist Church, Eagle, were Oscar 

Darlington, superintendent; Mrs. Walter Garvine, assistant superintendent; Martha Funderwhite, 

treasurer; Barbara Trego, treasurer; Loretta Frank, assistant treasurer; Caryn Supplee, pianist; 

and Mrs. James Peterson, assistant pianist.  



 Herbert Windolph, president of the West Pikeland School District, told the West 

Pikeland PTA that he had a recent meeting with the Charlestown School Board, to explore the 

possibility of some kind of educational cooperation between the two townships’ school districts. 

 Officers of the Uwchlan Community Club for the next two years included Mrs. Elmer 

Matthews, president; Mrs. C. C. Galbreath, first vice president; Mrs. Carl Thomas, second vice 

president; Mrs. Gilbert Smedley, secretary; Mrs. Ernest Cornwall, corresponding secretary; and 

Mrs. Earle Leslie, treasurer. 

 Highlights of the Junior-Senior High School annual band concert included a xylophone 

solo by Janet Krieble, a saxophone solo by Ernest McNeil, and selections by the Tonette Band, 

comprised of third graders at West Ward School. 

 Installed as officers of the Odd Fellows Lodge in Lionville were Warren Supplee, noble 

grand; Ronald Peoples, vice grand; Kenneth Kirkner, chaplain; Melvin Stewart, warden; John 

Benner, conductor. 

 Elected as officers of the Glen Moore Improvement Society were Jack Kelly, president; 

Mrs. Walter Russell, vice president; Mrs. Lloyd Johnson, secretary; H. F. Beumer, treasurer; and 

directors Eleanor Bartol, Frank Henderson and Mrs. Noah Sensenig. 

 Mrs. Gerald Lambert, president; Mrs. George Meacham, vice president; Mrs. Charles 

Lynam, secretary; and Mrs. Walter Esworthy, treasurer; were elected as leaders of the Philathea 

Sunday School Class at First Baptist Church, Downingtown. 

 Re-elected as officers of the East Ward School Mothers Club were Mrs. John Miller, 

president; Mrs. John Moyer, vice president; Mrs. Ross Dague, secretary; Mrs. John Snyder, 

treasurer. 

 

Group Photo of the Week 

 
Although we usually provide the names of all the individuals in our group photos, the huge 

number of people who attended the Downingtown Paper Company’s annual employee banquet at 

a catering hall in 1948, make that impossible. However, Bob Stevens, who donated the photo to 

the Historical Society, says he can pick out his mother, father, grandfather, grandmother, uncle 

and aunt in the photo. 

 

 



It was the Belle School in East Caln Township 

 
Dan Rothas is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who correctly identified 

the building in the undated photo above as the Belle School in East Caln. Many people thought it 

was the octagonal school in Caln Township. The photo was provided by Francis Taraschi.  

According to the 1933 Historic American Buildings Survey, the stuccoed, two-story, octagonal 

schoolhouse, with a polygonal hip roof and louvered cupola, was built ca. 1818. The building 

was sold, for $6,900, to Louis Downing in 1924. Although this information has not been 

confirmed, some sources claim that the school building was enveloped into the garage of the 

Town Motors, after the dealership moved from the center of Downingtown to East Caln in the 

1960s. Now, the Wawa Store, at the intersection of Route 30 and Bell Tavern Road, is the site 

where the school was once located. 

 

 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.pa0271.photos


 

Part II: Paper mill celebrated its 100th anniversary 
Editor’s note: This is the second installment of a two-part series about the Downingtown Paper 

Co. (DOPACO). The first installment was published in the September 14 Hist-O-Gram. 

The second generation of the McIlvain family was named to the company’s executive board, 

after J. Gibson McIlvain died in 1920. And DOPACO’s production capacity continued to 

increase, with additional paperboard mills being constructed in 1917, 1927 and 1936. Expansion 

and modernization continued into the 1950s, when three boilers, capable of producing more than 

300,000 pounds of steam an hour, were installed in a new building, which also contained 

sophisticated water treatment equipment. 

And in 1958, a year after the firm celebrated its 75th anniversary, the company absorbed two 

paper box companies, which became the packaging division of DOPACO. They were the 

Downingtown Paper Box Co., a family-owned firm based in the borough, and the Simplex Paper 

Box Corp. in Lititz, PA. Also underway during that period, were a $4 million expansion 

program, which included a new eight-cylinder paperboard machine, and $400,000 was invested 

in a new facility for the proper treatment of industrial water. The third generation of the McIlvain 

family—F. Huston as president and his brother, Robert, as vice president—had already joined 

the executive board. 

In June 1968, DOPACO was purchased by Sonoco Products, Hartsville, SC. The acquisition 

provided greater access to capital needed for upgrading the Downingtown facilities. However, all 

of the paperboard manufactured in the Downingtown mill continued to be produced from the 

scrap paper hauled to the mill by truck. And many of the company’s 153 workers in 1981 were 

second and third generation employees, and the annual payroll was $3million. 

In addition to a different ownership, other changes at the mill included discontinuing 

supplying the folding carton market and switching the product to a high-quality heavyweight 

paperboard sector, which was more profitable. That decision resulted in the shutdown of two of 

the mills in 1974. 

Although it still took about 7,000 gallons of water from Brandywine Creek to produce a ton 

of paperboard, the Downingtown facility also continued to improve its treatment of waste water. 

As a result, claimed Jim Gilpin, general sales manager, the water dumped back into Brandywine 

was purer than it was when it was taken into the mill.   

By 1981, the Downingtown operation was cranking out 175 tons of paperboard a day. And 

its customers included Eastman Kodak, Hallmark, American Can and Georgia Pacific. Locally, 

Lukens Steel and G.O. Carlson used huge paperboard protective sheets, from the Downingtown 

mill, to be placed between large steel plates during storage and shipment. The Downingtown mill 

also manufactured paperboard that ultimately used in the production of point-of-purchase 

displays, hardcover books, three-ring binders, and game boards and puzzles.  

Sonoco Products announced in 2005 that it wouldn't reopen its Downingtown paperboard 

mill following a fire on March 20, which caused about $500,000 in damage. The plant had 71 

employees at the time. The company said significant investments would be needed to repair the 

fire damage, and productivity improvements across its paper mill system created adequate 

capacity to absorb the volume currently produced at Downingtown. 

 
 



 

  

In case you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 
You can access the September 14 issue of our Hist-O-Gram by clicking on: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/September%2014%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

 

Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

file:///C:/Users/Harold/Desktop/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/September%2014%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
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This ad was originally published in the June 9, 1933 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also, you’ll find access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we 

have published since 2010 via: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms.html 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites via: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Then_and_Now.html 

 
How to trace your property’s history  
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on: 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_De 

edAbstract.pdf 

 
Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Cavalcade of Bands 
The Downingtown Music Parents Association will host a Cavalcade of Bands competition at Kottmeyer Stadium on 

the DHS West campus at 7:15 PM on Saturday, September 30. Over a dozen high school marching bands will 

compete. Also, the Boston University and University of New Haven bands will execute college-level performances, 

as well. Tickets available at the gate: $10 for adults, $8 for children, seniors and veterans. For more questions, 

contact: mpa.concessions@gmail.com 
 

DHS All-Alumni 5K 
The class of '97 presents the inaugural DHS All-Alumni 5K/1 mile Walk /Kids' Run at 9 AM on Saturday, October 

14, on the campus of DHS West. Come and see how much your alma mater has changed, while reconnecting with 

old friends at this family-friendly event! Event details can be found here: https://runsignup.com/dhsalumni5k 

All proceeds from the race will be used for 3 scholarships, to be given out by the DHS Alumni Association to a 

student in each DASD high school.  
 

Flea Market 
The Ladies Auxiliary of the Minquas Fire Co., 141 Wallace Ave., Downingtown, from 9 AM until noon on 

Saturday, September 30. If you need more info, contact: minquaslax46@gmail.com                        
 

Library Love Fundraiser 
The Library Love fundraiser will be held from 6-9 PM on Thursday, September 28, at the Downingtown Country 

Club. Proceeds from live auction bidding and raffles go to the Downingtown Library. Tickets are $40. Contact 

francine.dague@gamail.com or gwood1139@comcast.net regarding auction item donations or sponsorship 

opportunities. 
 

Roast Beef Dinner 
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Marshallton Methodist Church, 1282 W. Strasburg Road, will have a Roast Beef Dinner (eat-in or take-out) from 

4:30-6:30 PM on Saturday, October 21. Menu includes: roast beef, mushroom & brown gravy, mashed potatoes, 

green beans, cole slaw, applesauce, rolls, dessert and a beverage. To order tickets, send an email to: 

office@marshalltonchurch.org or call 610-696-5247. If ordered before October 17, tickets are $13 for adults and $5 

for children (ages 5-12). Tickets bought at the door, are $15 for adults and $5 for children.  
 

Mayor’s 5K 
Downingtown Mayor Josh Maxwell is sponsoring a 5K “Run to End Gender-Based Violence” to be conducted on 

the Struble Trail, beginning at 9:30 AM on Saturday, October14. Proceeds from the race will be distributed to: the 

Domestic Violence Center of Chester County, the Chester County Fund for Women and Girls, and the Crime 

Victims Center of Chester County. For more details on the run, see: www.mayors5K.com 
 

More on Milford Mills 
Due to popular demand, author and historian Catherine Quillman has been invited by the East Brandywine 

Township Historical Commission to give another presentation on "Milford Mills: the Lost Village" at 7:30 p.m. on 

Wednesday, September 27 at the Township Building on Route 322, Guthriesville.. The lecture is free and open to 

the public. The evening will include time-to-share stories, as well as early photos taken from Quillman's expanded 

book, The Story of Milford Mills and The Marsh Creek Valley. The author welcomes any photos that you might want 

to share such as those of other ”lost” communities, including the former village of Eagle, Byers, Dorlan’s Mills and 

Bondsville. Refreshments will be served. 
 

Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma, on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot 

water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org.   
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

the Moore School is the original one-room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  

mailto:office@marshalltonchurch.org
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An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org
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Where and What Is This? 

 

The first person who correctly identifies the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your responses to: dahs19335@gmail.com 

 

 

In case you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 
You can access the September 21 issue of our Hist-O-Gram by clicking on: 

http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/September%2021%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 
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What locals were talking about 52 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in local papers in the latter part of April 1965: 

• Lionville was having an identity crisis. That’s because it was possible that the village in 

growing Uwchlan Township would lose its designation as a third class Post Office, which was 

serving about 175 families who came to the Post Office in John Benner’s store on Village 

Avenue to pick up and drop off their mail. However, other sections of the township were served 

by Post Offices in Downingtown, Exton and Chester Springs. So, U.S. Post Office officials in 

Washington were thinking about redesignating Lionville’s Post Office as a rural station, a 

mounted route, or as an administrative branch of the Exton Post Office, which provided 

deliveries to homes and businesses. Meanwhile, Margaret Thackery, who had been Lionville’s 

Postmaster since 1932, notified officials in Washington that she wanted to retire. She had 

succeeded her father, James Simpson, who held the post since 1914.  

• Nineteen cars of an eastbound Pennsylvania Railroad freight train piled up behind the 

Thorndale Post Office in a spectacular derailment. Most of the train’s 83 cars were loaded, and 

the contents of the derailed cars spilled out as they twisted and rolled over. About 500 feet of the 

track were torn up. The accident was caused by a broken assembly, which held the wheels and 

axles in place on a tank car.  

• Jamesway Corp. announced that its sixth “junior department stores” was going to be 

built near the Acme supermarket in Thorndale. The cost to build the 50,000-square-foot structure 

was projected to be $400,000, and 75 local employees would be working at the store. 

• Mrs. Donald Shields was elected president of the Downingtown branch of the Chester 

County Hospital Auxiliary. She succeeded Mrs. Ralph Ralston. Also elected were Mrs. Thomas 

Brookover, corresponding secretary; and Mrs. Stanley Seneff, treasurer. 

• Installed as officers of the Downingtown Moose Lodge were Thomas Moffatt, governor; 

Dan Zittle, junior governor; trustees Percy Katherman, Richard Zittle and Clem Bradford; and 

Frank Gregory, prelate. 

• Newly elected officers of the Lyndell Christian Temperance League included Anna 

Hannum, president; Myrtle Jefferis, first vice president; Alice Hall, second vice president; Mary 

Bennetch, treasurer; Hannah Harner, secretary; Reba Hershey, ways and means chairman; and 

Hattie Fisher, sunshine chairman. 

• Winners in the 5-6 year-old age group in a coloring competition, sponsored by the 

Downingtown Savings and Loan Association, were Linda Costello, first; Mark McCoy, second; 

and Frances Ann Manetta, third, In the 7-8 year-old division, the winners were Betty Davis, first; 

William Murphy, second; and Barbara Coates, third. 

• Soloists, who played at a spring concert put on by fourth, fifth and sixth graders in 

Downingtown elementary schools, included a trumpet trio comprised of Arthur Curtis, David 

Hemberger and John Marriott, and Frank Moore, who played an alto saxophone. 

• Members of Brownie Troop 69 of East Brandywine, who participated in an Easter egg 

hunt at the home of their leader, Mrs. Howard McGirk, included: Jan Forbes, Jane McGirk, 

Teresa Howard, Wendy Wallace, Elizabeth McClure, Sharon Ker and Adeline Ford. 

• Although it had been a lean year for the Coach Herb Lee’s DHS track team, Carl Styer 

usually could be counted on to tally first places in the 100 and 220-yard dashes and pole vault for 

the Whippets.  

 



Local organizations receive checks from Woman’s Club  

 
The Downingtown Woman’s Club recently distributed a total of more than $160,000 to five 

local non-profit organizations before the club disbanded. Representatives of the non-profits who 

received the grant money, shown in the bottom row of the photo, were, left to right: Jan Leaf, 

director, the Lord’s Pantry; Bob Stevens, past president, Alert Fire Co.; Tom Lee, assistant chief, 

Minquas Fire Co.; and Parry Desmond, past president, Downingtown Area Historical Society. 

Elizabeth Hess, director of the Downingtown Library was unable to be at the grant award 

ceremony, held at the Kerr Park gazebo. Woman’s Club leaders in the photo were, left to right: 

Sue McClure, finance chair; Mary Alice Kottmeyer, secretary; Marie Hill, treasurer; Jean Walton 

Manning, vice president; Cynthia Lyman, president; and Eileen Schafer, outreach chair. 

The Downingtown Woman’s Club was founded 103 years ago by charter members, and the 

first official meeting was held in the Minquas Fire Co. parlor in 1914.  

In 1922, the clubhouse at 121 Manor Avenue was purchased. To meet expenses and pay the 

mortgage, fundraising efforts for many years included: card parties, bake sales and suppers. Over 

the years, the club offered financial aid and many hours of service to the: Coatesville VA  

Hospital, Embreeville State Hospital, Pocopson Home, Salvation Army, Needlework Guild, Red 

Cross, CARE program, U.S Olympics, Special Olympics, American Field Service Foreign 

Exchange Student program, and Downingtown’s Log House.  

As costs related to maintaining the clubhouse continued to be prohibitive, members decided 

to sell it in 1989. However, the fruits of the property sale, plus two willed endowments, have 

enabled the club to provide, more than $220,000 in educational and community grants to 

organizations such as the: Downingtown Library, Downingtown Area Historical Society, Good 

Neighbor Day, Meals on Wheels, Downingtown Senior Center, Brian’s House, local fire 

companies, Association for the Blind, Brandywine YMCA, Bridge of Hope and Good Works. 

Contributions of particular note in recent years have been scholarships worth a total of $175,000 

to graduating seniors from four local high schools, and $15,000 toward the 1998 construction of 

the gazebo in Kerr Park. 

(Editor’s note: The Historical Society used its share of Woman’s Club grant to complete the 

repointing of three exterior stone walls of our 308-year-old headquarters on Route 30 in East 

Caln. The project was done by a masonry contractor, who specializes in working on historical 

buildings.) 



 

It was DOPACO’s “Box Shop” being built on Boot Road 

 
Joe Bird is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who correctly identified the 

site in the photo above as the DOPACO Packaging Division’s office and production facility, near 

the intersection of Boot Road and Chestnut Street, while it was under construction in 1956, 

according to the June-July 1956 edition of the DOPACO Diary, a company publication. Joe 

should know because he “worked” in the DOPACO building for nearly five years in the 1960s. 

The building is currently occupied by several office/warehouse tenants. The former DOPACO 

packaging operation in Downingtown now is located at Woodbine Road and Lincoln Avenue, 

where it’s now part of the Reynolds Group Holdings Ltd., a manufacturer and supplier of 

consumer food and beverage packaging and storage products.  
 

Historical Society will pick up your used books 
You can have someone from the Historical Society pick up your used books, CDs and VDs, 

for our Book Sale in October, at your home or business. That can be arranged by calling 610-

269-1709 and leaving a message, or by sending an email to: dths1709@gmail.com.  

Otherwise, you can bring the books and discs, from 1-4 PM on Sundays, to Ashbridge 

House, our headquarters in the Ashbridge Square shopping center, next to the Chick-Fil-A 

Restaurant, on Route 30 in East Caln.  

Types of hard cover books and paperback/soft cover books we’re looking for include: 

Children’s, History, Non-Fiction and Biographies, Sets, Fiction, and current Self-Help and 

Computer books. 

Used books that aren’t acceptable for the Book Sale include: Textbooks, Old Self-Help 

Books, Water-Damaged Books, Books with hand-writing in them, Books with damaged or torn 

covers, and encyclopedias. 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites via: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Then_and_Now.html 
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Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the February 23, 1933 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 



Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also, you’ll find access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we 

have published since 2010 via: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms.html 

 

How to trace your property’s history  
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on: 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_De 

edAbstract.pdf 

 
 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Fire Prevention Open House 
There will be an Fire Prevention open house from 6:30-9 PM on Wednesday, October 11 at both of these 

Downingtown fire stations: Alert Fire Co., 122 W. Pennsylvania Ave., and Minquas Fire Co., 141 Wallace Ave. 

Includes fire prevention demos, fire trucks and refreshments. 
 

Fall Fest 
The Downingtown Friends Meeting will have its annual Fall Fest at the historic Quaker Meeting House, 809 E. 

Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, from 9 AM until 4 PM on Saturday, October 14. Admission and parking are free. 

Featured will be thrift, garden and baked items for sale, plus games. For more details, see:  

http://downingtownfriendsmeeting.org/fallfestival.htm 
 

DHS Class of 1967 Reunion 
The DHS Class of 1967 will have its 50th reunion on the weekend of October 13-14. Following a tour of the STEM 

Academy, where the class attended Junior High School, they will get together at the Victory Brewing Co. on Friday. 

The main event will be held at 6 PM at St. Anthony’s Lodge on Saturday evening. For details, see: 

www.downingtownalumni.org/Documents/Reunions/Classof1967_50th_Oct2017.pdf 
 

Cavalcade of Bands 
The Downingtown Music Parents Association will host a Cavalcade of Bands competition at Kottmeyer Stadium on 

the DHS West campus at 7:15 PM on Saturday, September 30. Over a dozen high school marching bands will 

compete. Also, the Boston University and University of New Haven bands will execute college-level performances, 

as well. Tickets available at the gate: $10 for adults, $8 for children, seniors and veterans. For more questions, 

contact: mpa.concessions@gmail.com 
 

Freedon Isn’t Free 
Lt. Col. Henry (Hank) Detering (USMC-retired), decorated Viet Nam veteran and school administrator, will speak 

about Freedom Is Not Free at the West Caln Historical Society’s  meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, October 17, at the 

West Caln Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Hwy., Wagontown. Meetings are free and open to the public. 
 

Flea Market 
The Ladies Auxiliary of the Minquas Fire Co., 141 Wallace Ave., Downingtown, from 9 AM until noon on 

Saturday, September 30. If you need more info, contact: minquaslax46@gmail.com                        
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Mill at Anselma  
On Thursday evening, October 5, The Mill at Anselma will host Morris J. Farnum, coordinator of the Mill’s 

collections team, as the monthly speaker. Morris will update the audience on the progress and discoveries of 

dedicated team, which has been cataloguing artifacts, photos and other treasures discovered amongst the archives at 

The Mill at Anselma. Guests will view an exhibit of some of the most interesting artifacts: antique flour bagging 

tools, a “spaghetti guitar,” and old mill advertising, and enjoy a slide show of recently discovered photos from the 

mid-1980’s restoration. In addition, excerpts from various oral histories and historical photos. This event will be 

held in Bell Hall at Montgomery School, 1141 Kimberton Road, Chester Springs. It will begin at 6:30 PM, with a 

wine & cheese reception, followed by the evening’s topic at 7 PM. Tickets may be purchased at the door for $5. 

Members of the Mill at Anselma attend free of charge. For more information, contact the Mill at Anselma at 610-

827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org. The Mill at Anselma is on Rte. 401 (1730 

Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs.  

And on Saturday, October 14, The Mill at Anselma will hold a Harvest Festival and Milling Demonstration from 10 

AM to 4 PM. There also will be historical cooking demonstrations, quilting, cider making, and crafts for children. 

Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors and $3 for children, 4–14 years of age. Mill members admitted free of 

charge. The mill is open for tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill 

was operated, see the 16 foot water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final 

product as it flows from the stones. Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-

14. Children under 4 are free.  For more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, 

email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org.   
 

DHS All-Alumni 5K 
The class of '97 presents the inaugural DHS All-Alumni 5K/1 mile Walk /Kids' Run at 9 AM on Saturday, October 

14, on the campus of DHS West. Come and see how much your alma mater has changed, while reconnecting with 

old friends at this family-friendly event! Event details can be found here: https://runsignup.com/dhsalumni5k 

All proceeds from the race will be used for 3 scholarships, to be given out by the DHS Alumni Association to a 

student in each DASD high school.  
 

Library Love Fundraiser 
The Library Love fundraiser will be held from 6-9 PM on Thursday, September 28, at the Downingtown Country 

Club. Proceeds from live auction bidding and raffles go to the Downingtown Library. Tickets are $40.  
 

Roast Beef Dinner 
Marshallton Methodist Church, 1282 W. Strasburg Road, will have a Roast Beef Dinner (eat-in or take-out) from 

4:30-6:30 PM on Saturday, October 21. Menu includes: roast beef, mushroom & brown gravy, mashed potatoes, 

green beans, cole slaw, applesauce, rolls, dessert and a beverage. To order tickets, send an email to: 

office@marshalltonchurch.org or call 610-696-5247. If ordered before October 17, tickets are $13 for adults and $5 

for children (ages 5-12). Tickets bought at the door, are $15 for adults and $5 for children.  
 

Mayor’s 5K 
Downingtown Mayor Josh Maxwell is sponsoring a 5K “Run to End Gender-Based Violence” to be conducted on 

the Struble Trail, beginning at 9:30 AM on Saturday, October14. Proceeds from the race will be distributed to: the 

Domestic Violence Center of Chester County, the Chester County Fund for Women and Girls, and the Crime 

Victims Center of Chester County. For more details on the run, see: www.mayors5K.com 
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center via: 

www.downingtownseniors.org 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

the Moore School is the original one-room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
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Lyme disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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