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What & Where Is This? 

 
The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

What locals were talking about 36 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in early April 1981: 

 The Downingtown School Board established a $1,000 building permit fee to be applied 

for construction of each new home in the district. The fee was okayed because realtors and 

builders benefitted from increasing the prices of new homes, solely because they were located in 

the Downingtown Area School District.  

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 
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 Jeff Martini, instrumental music teacher at Lionville Junior School, was the moving force 

behind the formation of a community band for local residents who had not played their musical 

instruments since they graduated from high school or college. 

 After serving as a meter maid in Downingtown for 17 years, Philomena Bruno recalled 

that she never backed down when anyone complained about a parking ticket. “You can’t play 

favorites,” she said. “You just go down the street and write ‘em up.” Among those she “wrote 

up” were her boss, Police Chief Lew Wilson, (twice), Congressman Paul Dague, and her son. 

 H. Newton Newlin, a participant in an oral history project in West Whiteland Township, 

recalled that dances were held in the early 1920s in Exton in the middle of Route 30, a dirt 

road until 1923. The dances were fundraisers for the Visiting Nurse Association. They would 

stop the traffic for a while, until the band finished playing a song; then the dancers would step 

aside and allow the cars and trucks to get through, claimed Newlin. 

 Top sponsor money collectors among the students at St. Joseph’s Catholic School, 

Downingtown, who participated in the Easter Seal basketball shootathon, were Joey McCahon, 

Jose Monasteri, Greg Guerin, Peter Moran and Patty Conahan.  

 Officers of the St. James Place Tenant Association, who celebrated at the apartment 

complex’s first anniversary party included Kitty Tounsley, recording secretary; Mim Klunk, 

president; Rose Simone, vice president; Jo Sapper, treasurer; and Gussie Casner, publicity 

chairman. 

 The DHS softball team won two contests, after succumbing to Twin Valley in its 

opening game. In her mound debut, Nici DiAntonio limited Marple-Newtown to only one earned 

run, as the Whippets beat the Tigers 6-1. Sherri Clayton paced Downingtown’s offense, with two 

hits and two stolen bases. And Dina Repp’s two hits sparked the Whippets in their 12-4 win over 

Bishop Shanahan. 

 Property transfers included: 301 Anne Griffith’s Court, Uwchlan, $103,500; 2 Krauser 

Road, Upper Uwchlan, $111,500; 446 W. Prospect Avenue, Downingtown, $51,990; 14 

Overlook Drive, West Bradford, $51,990; 3201 Edge Lane, Caln, $66,900; 730 Corner Ketch 

Road, East Brandywine, $45,000. 

  Larry Bronson and Jeff Zeiders, members of Pack 23, received Cub Scouting’s highest 

award, the Arrow of Light. Also recognized for their achievements were Scott Hall, Vincent 

Talierco, Mark Jenkins, Don Zeiders, Jamie Mendenhall, Robbie Fuchs, Nathan Snyder, Richard 

Wenzel, Jason Hill and Lenny Howell.  

 DHS students who were semi-finalists for the Governor’s School for the Arts, included: 

Allen Puy, theatre; Brian Robison, writing; William Vourvoulias, writing; Sheryl Young, 

writing; Pamela Keating, photography; Maura Burke, art; Leslie Tompkins, photography; 

Cynthia Garbish, art; Matty Woodruff, writing; Barbara Morris, art; and James Pike, art.  

 Bob Trauger tossed a one-hitter as the DHS baseball team beat Bishop Shanahan 3-0. 

The Eagles’ Dom D’Ginto spoiled Trauger’s bid for a no-hitter with a single in the first inning. 

Vic Johnson’s homer, Butch Williams’ two RBIs, and Don Forbes’ two hits led the Whippet 

offense. 

 Lisa Lynch, Amy Horne and Terry Bright each scored two goals, as the DHS lacrosse 

squad defeated North Penn 8-4. Whippet goalie Megan DeGaray rejected 25 North Penn shots. 

 

 



It was the Eagle Hotel in 1923 

 
Gary Terry is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who correctly identified 

the site in the photo above as the Eagle Hotel in Upper Uwchlan in 1923, when some 5,000 

people attended an ox roast at the hotel to celebrate the grand opening of the concrete, two-lane 

highway (part of Route 100) between Pottstown and West Chester. Two huge oxen were cooked 

over charcoal pits, and 3,000 loaves of bread were consumed at the party, according to Meg Daly 

Twaddell’s Inns, Tales and Taverns of Chester County (1984). Back then, Village Avenue in 

Lionville was part of Route 100. The photo is from The Upper Uwchlan: A Place Betwixt and 

Between (1999) by Estelle Cremers and Pamela Shenk.  

 

 

How to trace your home’s history 
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on: 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_De

edAbstract.pdf 
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Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the August 21, 1931 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 



What was happening here 86 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in the summer of 1931: 

 The borough’s School Board revealed that it had decided that the new Downingtown 

Junior-Senior High School should be built on a larger, 15-acre tract on the east side of Manor 

Avenue, instead of the 12-acres on the west side of Manor Avenue--currently part of the St. 

Joseph’s Catholic Church’s complex. Both sites were part of the farmland owned by members of 

the W.I. Pollock family. The board also agreed that tuition fees for students living outside the 

borough should be the same as they were for the 1930-31 school year: $6 for students in grades 

one through four; $8 for those in grades five through eight; and $12 per pupils in grades nine 

through twelve. 

 The Downingtown and Chester Valley Community Chest agreed to cover part of the 

deficit incurred by the Minquas Fire Company’s ambulance service. The service had been in 

operation since 1925, but not all of those who were transported to and from a hospital in the 

ambulance were able to pay for the service. The ambulance drivers were Charles Bloom, Isaac 

Ames, Peter Wise, Frank McCorkle, James Lynn, Charles Murray and Charles Ezrah.   

 A macadam surface was put on a 3-mile section of Lionville Road (Route 113) between 

Downingtown and Lionville.  

 Twenty Pennsylvania Railroad employees, who had been connected with the “work 

train” operation domiciled in Parkesburg, were expected to be relocated to the railroad property 

near McGraw’s coal yard in the Johnsontown section of Downingtown. 

 The lawn fete of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Downingtown, was slated to be held on 

the church grounds on Bradford Avenue for six nights. In addition to band concerts every night, 

other attractions included fruit, cake, candy and “money” tables. The parishioners were hoping 

for better weather than the American Legion Post’s carnival experienced the previous week, 

which resulted in several rainouts. 

 Downingtown’s Blue and Gold Orchestra, directed by Edgar Hutchison, played 

“modern dance music,” broadcasted on WDEL, a Wilmington radio station.  

 Members of the Downingtown Lions Club took 270 local kids in 50 cars to see the 

Philadelphia Athletics play the Cleveland Indians at Shibe Park in Philadelphia. The caravan was 

escorted by patrol cars driven by Downingtown cop Joe Newlin and several state policemen.  

 An estimated average of 1,500 people participated each week in games and other 

activities at Kerr Park during the summer, according to Francis Tweed, playground supervisor. 

Players on the winning Junior Baseball League team received a certificate and two passes to a 

movie at the Roosevelt Theatre on Brandywine Avenue.  

Editor’s note: Last week’s Hist-O-Gram included information about Downingtown 

Borough Council and the Park Commission accepting, in May of 1931, a plan to build a 

$15,000 swimming pool in Kerr Park. We suspect that the pool planners’ enthusiasm must 

have waned when they realized that lots of Americans, including many Downingtown 

residents, were having a tough time economically, because of the Great Depression. Also, 

building a new Junior-Senior High School, to replace the severely overcrowded school 

facility on West Lancaster Avenue, had a high much higher funding priority than a 

swimming pool. That is a rational assumption, but we aren’t exactly sure why the project 

died. That’s because copies of the Downingtown Archive, published in June of 1931, which 

would have explained why the pool project was abandoned, are not available. 

 



Robyn Nye Wood & Frank Manetta to be 

inducted into DHS Alumni Hall of Fame 
Robyn Nye Wood, Class of 1987, and Frank Manetta, 

Class of 1954, will be inducted into the DHS Alumni 

Association’s Hall of Fame at the organization’s 133rd 

annual banquet, to be held at St. Anthony’s Lodge, 259 W. 

Church St., Downingtown on Saturday, April 22. 

Info on banquet reservations, which must be submitted 

by April 10, can be accessed at: 

www.downingtownalumni.org/Documents/Banquet% 

202017/2017%20Banquet%20Reservation%20Form.pdf. 

     Decorated professional athlete Robyn Nye Wood 

excelled in sports at Downingtown High School, playing 

field hockey in 1984-86 and lacrosse in 1984-87. As a 

highly skilled defensive lacrosse player, she was named a 

first team All American, Schoolgirl Philadelphia 1st Team, 

and to the Schoolgirl USWLA championship team.   

     Robyn’s success continued at the University of 

Virginia, where she played field hockey and lacrosse for 

four years. Numerous honors in lacrosse included being 

named a first team All American, to the North/South All 

Star Team, and the NCAA Division I All-Tournament Team.  In 1991, the Virginia Cavaliers 

won the NCAA championship, with Robyn as the team’s co-captain. She was named the IWLCA 

Defensive Player of the Year, and UVA’s Most Valuable Athlete.  In 2002, she played for the 

ACC 50th Anniversary Women’s Lacrosse Team, and in 2012, her UVA jersey number 24 was 

retired.    

     After college, Robyn was a member of the Philadelphia Women’s Lacrosse Association for 

10 years and was a Philadelphia Club first team all-star, from 1991-1995. Robyn’s career 

spanned the globe as she played for the US Team Reserve and the US U-23 Team in 1991; as an 

alternate for the US touring team in Australia in 1992; as an alternate for the US World Cup team 

in 1993; as a member of the US national squad in 1991, 1992 and 1993; as a member of the US 

Elite Squad in 1994, 1995, 1996 and 1997; and as a member of the US national team in Wales in 

1995. She played for the US World Cup championship team in 1997, and was inducted into the 

US Lacrosse Hall of Fame, Charlottesville chapter, in 2012. 

http://www.downingtownalumni.org/Documents/Banquet%25%20202017/2017%20Banquet%20Reservation%20Form.pdf
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     For the past 21 years, Robyn has been working 

in team sales at Kelly’s Sports in West Chester.  

She is also the proud mother of two children, 

Donovan and Avery.    

     After Frank A. Manetta graduated from 

Downingtown Junior-Senior High School in 

1954, he joined the US Army in 1955 and served 

as a Signal Corps Specialist. Upon being 

honorably discharged in 1957, he returned home 

and has served the Downingtown community 

ever since.  Frank was a Downingtown police 

officer from 1960-64, and owned and operated an 

ARCO gas station in the borough, from 1964-74. 

He attended Goldey-Beacom College from 1972-

74 and earned a degree in business management. 

He began working at Canby’s Swimming Pool 

Service Co. in 1974, and purchased the company 

in 1978, later re-naming it Pacer Pool Services 

and Supplies, Inc. in 1986. Although still the 

owner of Pacer Pool, Frank retired from the 

company in 1997. 

     Frank also was involved in local politics 

and government. He was elected to the 

Downingtown Home Rule Study Commission, from 1970-72, served three consecutive terms on 

the Downingtown Borough Council from 1974-86, was the mayor of Downingtown from 1986-

1990, and then joined the Downingtown Planning Commission from 1990-1996. After retiring 

from elective positions, he served as a borough code enforcement officer, from 1997-2005.  

During his extensive period of leadership in the borough government, Frank helped 

Downingtown in countless ways, including improving pedestrian safety in town, planning the 

funding and the development of Downingtown’s regional sewer and water treatment plants, 

planning the renovation of Downingtown’s Historic Log House, expanding the hours of the 

Police Department, and establishing Kardon Park.   

      Frank also has been an active member of community organizations, including St. Anthony’s 

Lodge and Amphibious Order of Frogs since 1957; Downingtown Jaycees, from 1964-1968; 

Men of Malvern-St. Joseph’s in the Hills Retreat, since 1976; and a charter member of the 

Knights of Columbus, since 1979. He founded the St. Joseph Parish Community Festival in 

2008, and still serves as the Festival Committee chair.   

     Throughout his life, Frank has been devoted to community, faith, and family.  He married his 

high school sweetheart, Rose Ann Pace, in 1958, is the proud father of Frances Manetta 

Silverman, William Manetta, and Mary Manetta Byron; grandfather of Andrea Manetta, William 

Manetta, Samantha Byron, and Julia Manetta; and great grand-father to Liam Crampton. Frank 

and Rose Ann are active members of the DHS Class of 1954 Reunion Committee, and they 

organize bi-annual class luncheons. 
 
 

 



 

Group Photo of the Week 

 
This photo, taken in 2001, is of the past presidents of the Alert Fire Co. at that time. The photo 

was found in a booklet for the Alert’s 2001 housing of a 1998 Spartan/R.D. Murray pumper, a 

2000 Ford F350 brush truck, and a 1999 Chevrolet Suburban squad unit. Past presidents in the 

photo are, left to right: front row, Leslie Sheeler, William Barrett and Thomas Lee Jr.; back row, 

Richard Thompson, Jeffrey Stevens, Jerry Keen and James Ayers.  

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and 

you’d like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by 

accessing our website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email 

address into the sign-up box on the home page. We won’t share or sell any email addresses.  

And if you missed a Hist-O-Gram published in March, you can access any of them by 

clicking on: 

  

March 2: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/March%202%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf     

 

March 9: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/March%209%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

March 16: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/March%2016%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 
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March 23: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/March%2023%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

March 30: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/March%2030%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 
Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Dennis Walton and Jay Worrall. Carol Grigson is the archivist.  

 

 

Free Ads for Non-Profit 

Paper Shredding 
Wiggins Shredding will conduct a free paper shredding event at Bradford heights Elementary School, 1330 Romig 

Road, West Bradford, from 9 AM until noon on Saturday, April 22. You can bring up to four packing boxes of paper 

materials—no cardboard—to be shredded. 
 

Chamber Dinner 
The Downingtown-Thorndale Chamber will have its 72nd annual dinner at the Downingtown Country Club at 5 PM 

on Thursday, April 27. The event include presentation of the Citizen of the Year award to Jack Hines and the 

Business of the Year award to the DeMatteo Insurance Agency. To order tickets and for more details, see: 

http://dtrcc.com/ChamberDinner.html 
 

Demonstration Grind at the Mill at Anselma 
Saturday, April 8 will be the first grind of the season at The Mill at Anselma. Come and experience the rumble 
of the wooden cogs, the turning of the iron water wheel and the grinding of corn into feed this coming Saturday, 
and every second Saturday of the month until the end of the year. The Mill at Anselma, at 1730 Conestoga 
Road in Chester Springs is open 10am - 4pm, Saturday and Sunday. Admission $3 - $5, depending on age. 
Membership available. See www.anselmamill.org for more information. 
 

St. Anthony’s Fundraiser 
The Women’s Auxiliary of St. Anthony’s Lodge, 259 Church St., Downingtown, will have its quarterly fundraiser 

on Sunday afternoon, April 23. For details, see: 

http://saintanthonyslodge.com/Documents/2017%20Event%20Flyers/QuarterRaffle%204-23-17.pdf 
 

Drug Take-Back Event 
On Saturday, April 29, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the Downingtown Police Department and the Drug Enforcement 

Administration (DEA) will give the public an opportunity to prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding their homes of 

potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs. Bring your pills for disposal to the 

Downingtown Borough Hall Annex Building at 4 W. Lancaster Avenue, Downingtown.  (The DEA cannot accept 

liquids or needles or sharps, only pills or patches.)  The service is free and anonymous, no questions asked. For more 

information, call 610-269-0344, ext. 200 or emailinfo@downingtown.org. 

 

Plant Sale 

The Garden Class of The Woman’s Community Club of Uwchlan will hold its annual plant sale on Saturday, May 6, 

2017 from 8:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. at the 1756 Uwchlan Meeting House, 5 North Village Avenue, Exton. Come 

early for the best selection of member-grown perennials, grasses, shrubs, and trees. Container gardens, gourd 

birdhouses, herbs, vegetables, annuals, and information on native gardening and pollinators are also 

offered. Proceeds from the sale benefit the 1756 Uwchlan Meeting House, which is on the National Register of 

Historic Places.  For additional information, please call 610-363-9726. 
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Liberty Ships of WWII 
Larry Freeman, a docent on Liberty Ship living history tours on SS John Brown cruises from Baltimore, will speak 

at a meeting of the West Caln Historical Society about the 2,710 Liberty Ships built for WWII; 200 were lost in 

battle, and only two remaining in operation today. Meeting will be held at West Caln Municipal Bldg., 721 W. 

Kings Highway, Wagontown, at 7 PM on Tuesday, April 18. The meetings are free and open to the public; all are 

welcome. 
 

Mulch Sale 
Members of the DHS football team are selling mulch, and they are willing to come to your home to spread the 

mulch you purchase. The mulch is provided by Sweetwater100 Inc., which deliver it to your home. The cost is $28 

per yard of mulch. For more details call: Karen Laughman, 484-574-9728, or Tim Glennon, 484-999-7590. 
 

Muzzy Run 
The 11th annual Muzzy Run on the Struble Trail will be held on Saturday, April 8. It will include a 5K, a 1-mile fun 

walk, and a kids’ fun run. Registration online ends on April 7. For details, see: 

https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Downingtown/MuzzyRun 
 

Community Christmas Tree 
In 2016, the Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas Committee celebrated the start of the holiday season by 

purchasing a live Christmas tree, which was placed next to the Log House next to Kerr Park, where a well-attended 

tree lighting ceremony—with music, refreshments and Santa—was conducted.  However, the Committee’s search for 

a large, live tree for Christmas 2017 has proved to be difficult and expensive. So, the Committee has decided to 

purchase a 17-foot-tall Giant Everest artificial tree, with a 3-foot-tall lighted star for the 2017 Community Christmas 

Tree, which will last for many years.  To cover the cost of making that one-time purchase, the Committee has 

undertaken a fundraising effort. If you would like to help the Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas Committee 

buy this tree, please visit the website: www.dtownchristmas.com, where you’ll find all the information about 

sponsorship levels, or contact Dianne at 484-678-6835 for more information. 
 

Craft/Antique/Flea Market & Ross Kershey 
Table space is available for craft/antique/flea market to be held from 9 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, May 13 on the 

grounds of the Caln Township Municipal Building, Municipal Drive, Thorndale. Sponsored by the Old Caln 

Historical Society; call Joan 610-384-9496 or Lois 610-384-8153 for information. The Old Caln Historical Society 

also will sponsor the program when Ross Kershey speaks about Aaron Burr - Hero or Villain? The program, which 

is free and open to the public, will be held at 2 PM on Sunday, April 23. Also at the Caln Township Municipal 

Building. Parking is available. Reservations not required.  For information, call 610-384-8153. 
 

Free Trout Rodeo 
The Brandywine Trout and Conservation Club’s Free Trout Rodeo, for kids 15 and younger, will be held from 9 AM 

until 2 PM on Saturday, April 25. Registration starts at 8 AM at the shed in the Kerr Park parking lot near the 

playground.  
 

Readers on the Run 
The Readers on the Run races, to benefit the Downingtown Library, will be held on Saturday, April 22. Events 

include a 5K, 1.5-mile timed walk, and a kids’ dash. Registration at Green Street and East Pennsylvania Avenue, 

Downingtown, begins at 7 AM. Cash prizes of $150, $100 and $50 will be awarded to the three top male and female 

runners in the 5K race. There also will be team competition. For more details, see: 

https://www.runtheday.com/register/detail/readers-on-the-run 
 

East Brandywine Speakers 
At 3:30 PM on Sunday, April 23, the East Brandywine Historical Commission will offer a program by Marion 

Piccolomini, local author and historian, on her book, “World War II and Chester County,” which describes how life 

changed for local residents, businesses and institutions during the World War II years. The program will be 

conducted at the township building, 1214 Horseshoe Pike in Guthriesville.  
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Oldies Night 
Jerry Blavat, the Geator, will appear at the Oldies Night dance party, sponsored by the Downingtown Area Senior 

Center from 7-11 PM on Saturday, April 29 in the covered bridge room at the Kimberton Fire Co. on Route 113. 

Tickets, $75 each, include food, beer and wine. With reserved seating, tickets must be pre-ordered by calling 610-

269-3939. 
 

Alert’s Golf Outing 
The Alert Fire Co. will have its fourth annual golf outing on Monday, May 8 at the Downingtown Country Club. 

Entry fee is $110 for each golfer includes: registration and lunch starting at 11:30 AM, shotgun start at 1 PM, greens 

fees, cart, beverages on the course, awards dinner, various prizes and door prizes Proceeds benefit Alert Fire Co. For 

more info, see: http://alertgolfouting.org/.   
 

Nite at the Races 
Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas committee will hold a Nite at the Races fundraiser at St. Anthony’s Lodge, 

259 Church Street, Downingtown, on Saturday, May 20. Doors open at 6 PM. Tickets are $25 which includes food, 

beer & soda.  Information about the event, how to buy tickets and horses can be found on the Christmas website 

at www.dtownchristmas.com or by calling Dianne at 484-678-6835. The Committee is hunting for raffle prizes and 

businesses to place ads in the event program. Deadline is May 10.  Proceeds will go towards the 2017 Downingtown 

Good Neighbor Christmas event. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 

 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org.  
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What & Where Is This? 

The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Dennis Walton and Jay Worrall. Carol Grigson is the archivist.  
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What was happening here 67 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local newspapers in the early part of January 1950: 

 Plans to add 12 classrooms and two industrial arts shops to the Junior-Senior High 

School were discussed by the School Board. Also, Supervising Principal Charles Emery 

projected that enrollment at the school would increase to over 300 pupils by 1955.  

 The planned extension of Pennsylvania Avenue in the borough, from Uwchlan Avenue 

to Wallace Avenue; arranging for a permanent bronze plaque to replace the Honor Roll of those 

who served in the military during World War II, which had been next to Borough Hall; and the 

Chamber renting the Log House to be used as its office were discussed by the Downingtown 

Chamber of Commerce.  

 Re-elected officers of the Downingtown Building & Loan Association were Josiah 

Phillips, president; Edgar Griffith, first vice president; George Foreman, second vice president; 

Chandler Roberts, secretary; Joseph Miller, treasurer; and Asa Pannebaker, solicitor. The board 

also included George Perry, Parke Plank, Ray Sheeler, Howard Baldwin, Robert Ash, Lewis 

Downing, Sherman Kirkpatrick, Raymond Greenleaf, Edwin Baldwin and John Fisher. 

 Inducted as members of the Downingtown Lions Club were Frank Bicking, Stanley 

Walter, Edwin Ellmore, Allison Hallowell, Clifford Orr and Charles Raysor. The club was the 

sponsor of a new Cub Scout Pack, led by Robert Plank, cubmaster. 

 Chaplain Daniel Zittle installed the following officers of the Minquas Fire Co.: George 

Perry, president; Everett Hoopes, vice president; Vinton Smedley, treasurer; Hallan Usher, 

recording secretary; and Percy Hyde, trustee. More than 200 guests came to the fire company’s 

New Year’s Eve party. 

 Elected as officers of the Lionville Fire Co. were Harry Ruth, president; Morris 

Griffith, vice president; Harvey Happersett, secretary; Ira Smedley, treasurer; Schuyler Rennard, 

chief; and Elmer Kochel, assistant chief. 

 Some 80 employees and guests of the Shyrock Paper Co. were entertained at a turkey 

dinner, served at the Glen Moore Fire Co. by the Ladies Auxiliary.   

 Dr. Thomas Parke was re-elected president of the Downingtown Library. Also re-

elected were Joseph Huggins, vice president; William MacFarland, treasurer; Jay Lammey, 

assistant treasurer; and Mrs. George Fisher, secretary. Also elected to the board were Gibson 

McIlvaine, Anna McI. Miller and Theodore Griffith. Librarian Mary Rogers reported that there 

were 145 subscribers to the library.  

 Elected as leaders of the Sunday School at St. Pauls’ Lutheran Church, Lionville, 

were George Taylor, superintendent; Isabel Acker, assistant superintendent; Charles Thompson, 

second assistant superintendent; Mrs. John Trego, recording secretary; Elizabeth Pyle, treasurer; 

Robert Miller, assistant financial secretary; Elizabeth Happersett, primary superintendent; Mrs. 

Jonathan Miller, assistant primary superintendent; Edith Cornwall, missionary superintendent; 

Mrs. Frank Walton, cradle roll superintendent; and Mrs. Elmer Ruth, home department 

superintendent. 

 Musicians from the Junior-Senior High who made the Southeastern Pennsylvania 

District Band were Louise Bartelmo, clarinet; Joan Lenhardt, cornet; Joseph Streamer, bass 

clarinet; and Paul Miller, bass horn. 

 Members of Marshallton Boy Scout Troop 52, who hiked to Harvey’s Rocks and 

cooked a dinner there, were Dale Ellingsworth, Robert McCue, Charles Brooks, Ralph Hall, 



Harold Trimble, Malcolm Preston and Don Lambert. They were accompanied by leaders 

Kenneth Trimble and Robert Bunting. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Harry Peoples, James Casenta and Norman Howe were winners of cash 

prizes for their Christmas decorations in front of their homes in a competition sponsored by the 

Downingtown Christmas Committee. However, the Committee revealed that it had to dip into 

the surplus from 1948, in order to cover the $170.58 deficit it incurred in 1949. 

 The Red Heads All-American girls’ basketball squad from Missouri, entertained a 

capacity crowd at the DHS gym, as they beat a “team” comprised of Downingtown men. 

Proceeds from the exhibit game were to be used to support the Downingtown Community 

Basketball League, sponsored by the Downingtown Young Men’s Association.  

 The Sunday School at Messiah Lutheran Church was led by Hathaway Frain, 

superintendent; Dr. George Bousum, assistant superintendent; Marvin Taylor, secretary; and 

Ralph Kinsey, treasurer. And the teachers were Mrs. Clair Skiles, Dorothy Bransford, Mrs. 

Elwood Farra, Mrs. B. M. Hashinger, Mrs. George Bousum, Mrs. Joseph Streamer, Mrs. Edward 

Murray and Hope Runk. 

 Officers elected by members of the Ladies Auxiliary of the American Legion Post 

included Mrs. Elmer Schrumpf, president; Mrs. Clifton Walton, vice president; Mrs. James 

Hurtt, financial secretary; Mrs. Joseph Brown, corresponding secretary; and Mrs. Warren 

Yocum, treasurer.  

 

 

What locals were talking about 61 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in March 1956: 

 Mrs. William Keen was elected president of the Downingtown Woman’s Club. Other 

officers were Mrs. David Kohlhas, vice president; Mrs. Robert Kaster, recording secretary; Mrs. 

James Echols, corresponding secretary; and Mrs. Joseph Travaglini, treasurer. 

 Officers of the Woman’s Society of Christian Service at Glen Moore Methodist Church 

were Freda Johnson, president; Lois Craig, vice president; Mrs. Rodney Ray, secretary; and 

Romaine Garrett, treasurer. 

 Models in the millinery show at Fairview Presbyterian Church, Glen Moore, were Mrs. 

John Galt, Roberta Davis, Mrs. Howard Van Meter, Mrs. Oscar Miller, Mrs. John Hoffman and 

Dianne Hoffman.  

 New officers of the Downingtown Optimists Club were Thomas Byerly, president; Allen 

Hughes and Cliff Walton, vice presidents; Paul McCombs, sergeant-at-arms; Raymond Brown, 

Luigi D’Addezio, Edward Peterson and James Morris, directors. 

 Mrs. James McCahon was elected president of the Downingtown Woman’s Club. Other 

officers were Mrs. William Gibb, first vice president; Mrs. Henry Stewart, second vice president; 

Mrs. Arthur Simmers, recording secretary; Mrs. William Mittel, corresponding secretary; and 

Mrs. John Phillips, treasurer. 

 Winners of the essay contest, sponsored by the American Legion Auxiliary, were Roseann 

Mannion, St. Joseph’s School; Jeanne Emery, Downingtown Junior High School; and Beatrice 

Rubincam, DHS.  

 

 

 



Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the August 21, 1931 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 
 



What was happening here 36 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in the latter part of 1981: 

  Local home builders and realtors turned out en masse to the Downingtown Area School 

Board meeting, to protest against the planned $1,000 building fee to be assessed for each new 

structure in the district.  

Some 45 local residents had begun to commute between Downingtown and Philadelphia 

via 15-passenger, leased vans because SEPTA wasn’t offering regional service between those 

two points, and the cost of Amtrak service had increased to $162 per month, while van pooling  

only cost $75 each month. 
Upper Uwchlan officials learned that Harrisburg had decided to lease out the operation of 

the swimming pool at Marsh Creek State Park.  
Tony Madiro Jr. (Alert) and Steve Miller (Minquas) received the Outstanding Firefighter 

awards at the Downingtown Fire Department’s annual banquet. Tony Madiro Sr., of the 

Minquas Ambulance Corps, was named the Outstanding Corpsman. 

  Jane Thompson and Brian Geschwindt received the Outstanding Seniors Awards at the 

DHS Alumni Association banquet. 

 Wallace Township supervisors donated $200 to Boy Scout Troop 79, Glen Moore, to 

show their appreciation for the scouts collecting some 800 bags of trash along the community’s 

roads.   

 Recent property transfers included: 608 Brainerd Place, Uwchlan, $138,500; 523 Grant 

Ave., Downingtown, $20,346; 3 Hessian Court, East Brandywine, $79,892. 

 East Brandywine’s Recreation Commission donated $1,500 to the township’s baseball 

program, in order to establish and equip four teams. Also, improvements had been made to the 

baseball fields at the Spring Knoll development and at East Brandywine Baptist Church. 

 The Lionville Youth Association’s new Little League was named in Dorothy Foster’s 

honor. Foster, the LYA’s administrative vice president, spearheaded the project. 

 The DHS baseball team extended its unbeaten streak to six games, as it swept a 

doubleheader with Kennett, 11-2 and 6-0, and upended Twin Valley 4-2. Penn Fry got two hits, 

Vic Johnson slammed a two-run triple, Bob Trauger chipped in two RBIs, and Greg Barrow 

limited the Blue Demons to three hits in the Kennett opener.  

 The DHS tennis squad came in second in the Whippets’ Invitational Tournament, by 

beating Lower Merion 4-3 in the opening round and dropping the championship match to 

Penncrest. Frank Englund was Downingtown’s sole singles winner against Lower Merion. But 

the doubles teams of Mike Biddle-Mike Gaul, Rich Kaluza-Andy Lefko and Jeff Heckman-John 

Foster were all victorious.    

 The DHS girls’ lacrosse team crushed Twin Valley 16-3, as Amy Horne tallied seven 

goals, Fern Faller got four, Lisa Lynch, two; and Terry Bright, one.  

When the DHS girls’ track team defeated Boyertown 102-29, Michele Jacecko, Jane 

Dickson, Sue Punt and Linda Easton combined to win the 400M relay. Kim Cumens, Cheryl 

Latshaw and Lisa Haupert, finished first, second and third, respectively, in the shot put event. 

Winners in the Fish Rodeo, sponsored by the Downingtown Sportsmen’s Association, were 

Brad Haldeman, first and biggest (16.5 inches) rainbow; Mark Tyson, first catfish; Milton 

Burrell, biggest (12.5 inches) catfish; James Tarasca, first blue gill; Jeff Hetrick, largest (7.5 

inches) blue gill. Brian Petrella caught the only perch.  
 



It’s the Washington Building at Yellow Springs

 
Local historian Dan Lindley is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who 

correctly identified the site in the photo above as the Washington Building at Yellow Springs in 

West Pikeland Township. The earliest record of the structure is a permit for use as a tavern in 

1750, when Yellow Springs was a fashionable spa. By the 1760’s, the original log cabin structure 

had been replaced with additions through 1876. Its name is derived when George Washington 

used it as a temporary headquarters. The building has also served as an inn/restaurant/hotel and 

place of entertainment during both Spa eras (1722-1777 and 1781-1865), a boy’s dormitory and 

dining room for the Soldiers’ Orphans School (1869-1912), a men’s dormitory and dining room 

for the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts Country School (1916-1952), and a cafeteria and 

housing for employees of Good News Productions, which produced the film classic The Blob 

(1952-1974). The building was a restaurant until 2005. 

 

 

Brief but important 
Noted in late 19th Century issues of the Philadelphia Inquirer were these two local news items: 

 When the $14,000 Downingtown Methodist Church was dedicated on May 25, 1890, there 

was a $7,000 debt to pay for the new edifice on Brandywine Avenue. However, that tab was 

reduced to just $2,000 by the time the dedication service was over that day. G. Thompson 

Guthrie was the contractor, and T. Roney Williamson was the architect. 

  The Prohibition movement was thriving in Chester County long before the 1920s. According 

to the June 18, 1899 edition of the Philadelphia Inquirer, residents of Downingtown borough 

were divided over the outlawing of booze. East Ward folks were in favor of Prohibition by a 

122-61 margin; while West Warders were against it by 135-68. 



 We failed, in last week’s Hist-O-Gram, to include Bob Stevens’ name in the caption under the 

photo, taken in 2001, of the past presidents of the Alert Fire Co. Mistakes like that happen when 

the Hist-O-Gram editor is in his 80th year. You’ll find Bob’s smiling face in the back row, second 

from the left, in the Group Photo of the Week on page 8 of the April 6 Hist-O-Gram, which you 

can access via: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/April%206%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf.  

 The Historical Society’s headquarters will be closed on Easter Sunday, April 16. 

 

How to trace your home’s history 
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on: 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_De

edAbstract.pdf 

 

Free Ads for Non-Profit 

Paper Shredding 
Wiggins Shredding will conduct a free paper shredding event at Bradford heights Elementary School, 1330 Romig 

Road, West Bradford, from 9 AM until noon on Saturday, April 22. You can bring up to four packing boxes of paper 

materials—no cardboard—to be shredded. 
 

Chamber Dinner 
The Downingtown-Thorndale Chamber will have its 72nd annual dinner at the Downingtown Country Club at 5 PM 

on Thursday, April 27. The event include presentation of the Citizen of the Year award to Jack Hines and the 

Business of the Year award to the DeMatteo Insurance Agency. To order tickets and for more details, see: 

http://dtrcc.com/ChamberDinner.html 
 

History of Dowlin Forge 
Susannah Brody will present a program on the History of Dowlin Forge at 2 PM on Sunday May 7, at Hopewell 

Furnace National Historic Site in Elverson. Susannah is a storyteller, historian and author of several books on local 

history. The free program is sponsored by the Friends of Hopewell Furnace. 
 

Demonstration Grind at the Mill at Anselma 
Saturday, April 8 will be the first grind of the season at The Mill at Anselma. Come and experience the rumble of the 

wooden cogs, the turning of the iron water wheel and the grinding of corn into feed this coming Saturday, and every 

second Saturday of the month until the end of the year. The Mill at Anselma, at 1730 Conestoga Road in Chester Springs 

is open 10am - 4pm, Saturday and Sunday. Admission $3 - $5, depending on age. Membership available. 

See www.anselmamill.org for more information. 
 

St. Anthony’s Fundraiser 
The Women’s Auxiliary of St. Anthony’s Lodge, 259 Church St., Downingtown, will have its quarterly fundraiser 

on Sunday afternoon, April 23. For details, see: 

http://saintanthonyslodge.com/Documents/2017%20Event%20Flyers/QuarterRaffle%204-23-17.pdf 
 

Drug Take-Back Event 
On Saturday, April 29, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the Downingtown Police Department and the Drug Enforcement 

Administration (DEA) will give the public an opportunity to prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding their homes of 

potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs. Bring your pills for disposal to the 

Downingtown Borough Hall Annex Building at 4 W. Lancaster Avenue, Downingtown.  (The DEA cannot accept 

liquids or needles or sharps, only pills or patches.)  The service is free and anonymous, no questions asked. For more 

information, call 610-269-0344, ext. 200 or emailinfo@downingtown.org. 
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Plant Sale 

The Garden Class of The Woman’s Community Club of Uwchlan will hold its annual plant sale on Saturday, May 6, 

2017 from 8:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. at the 1756 Uwchlan Meeting House, 5 North Village Avenue, Exton. Come 

early for the best selection of member-grown perennials, grasses, shrubs, and trees. Container gardens, gourd 

birdhouses, herbs, vegetables, annuals, and information on native gardening and pollinators are also 

offered. Proceeds from the sale benefit the 1756 Uwchlan Meeting House, which is on the National Register of 

Historic Places.  For additional information, please call 610-363-9726. 
 

Liberty Ships of WWII 
Larry Freeman, a docent on Liberty Ship living history tours on SS John Brown cruises from Baltimore, will speak 

at a meeting of the West Caln Historical Society about the 2,710 Liberty Ships built for WWII; 200 were lost in 

battle, and only two remaining in operation today. Meeting will be held at West Caln Municipal Bldg., 721 W. 

Kings Highway, Wagontown, at 7 PM on Tuesday, April 18. The meetings are free and open to the public; all are 

welcome. 
 

Mulch Sale 
Members of the DHS football team are selling mulch, and they are willing to come to your home to spread the 

mulch you purchase. The mulch is provided by Sweetwater100 Inc., which deliver it to your home. The cost is $28 

per yard of mulch. For more details call: Karen Laughman, 484-574-9728, or Tim Glennon, 484-999-7590. 

 

Community Christmas Tree 
In 2016, the Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas Committee celebrated the start of the holiday season by 

purchasing a live Christmas tree, which was placed next to the Log House next to Kerr Park, where a well-attended 

tree lighting ceremony—with music, refreshments and Santa—was conducted.  However, the Committee’s search 

for a large, live tree for Christmas 2017 has proved to be difficult and expensive. So, the Committee has decided to 

purchase a 17-foot-tall Giant Everest artificial tree, with a 3-foot-tall lighted star for the 2017 Community Christmas 

Tree, which will last for many years.  To cover the cost of making that one-time purchase, the Committee has 

undertaken a fundraising effort. If you would like to help the Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas Committee 

buy this tree, please visit the website: www.dtownchristmas.com, where you’ll find all the information about 

sponsorship levels, or contact Dianne at 484-678-6835 for more information. 
 

Craft/Antique/Flea Market & Ross Kershey 
Table space is available for craft/antique/flea market to be held from 9 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, May 13 on the 

grounds of the Caln Township Municipal Building, Municipal Drive, Thorndale. Sponsored by the Old Caln 

Historical Society; call Joan 610-384-9496 or Lois 610-384-8153 for information. The Old Caln Historical Society 

also will sponsor the program when Ross Kershey speaks about Aaron Burr - Hero or Villain? The program, which 

is free and open to the public, will be held at 2 PM on Sunday, April 23. Also at the Caln Township Municipal 

Building. Parking is available. Reservations not required.  For information, call 610-384-8153. 
 

Free Trout Rodeo 
The Brandywine Trout and Conservation Club’s Free Trout Rodeo, for kids 15 and younger, will be held from 9 AM 

until 2 PM on Saturday, April 25. Registration starts at 8 AM at the shed in the Kerr Park parking lot near the 

playground.  
 

Readers on the Run 
The Readers on the Run races, to benefit the Downingtown Library, will be held on Saturday, April 22. Events 

include a 5K, 1.5-mile timed walk, and a kids’ dash. Registration at Green Street and East Pennsylvania Avenue, 

Downingtown, begins at 7 AM. Cash prizes of $150, $100 and $50 will be awarded to the three top male and female 

runners in the 5K race. There also will be team competition. For more details, see: 

https://www.runtheday.com/register/detail/readers-on-the-run 
 

East Brandywine Speakers 
At 3:30 PM on Sunday, April 23, the East Brandywine Historical Commission will offer a program by Marion 

Piccolomini, local author and historian, on her book, “World War II and Chester County,” which describes how life 

http://www.dtownchristmas.com/
https://www.runtheday.com/register/detail/readers-on-the-run


changed for local residents, businesses and institutions during the World War II years. The program will be 

conducted at the township building, 1214 Horseshoe Pike in Guthriesville.  

 

Oldies Night 
Jerry Blavat, the Geator, will appear at the Oldies Night dance party, sponsored by the Downingtown Area Senior 

Center from 7-11 PM on Saturday, April 29 in the covered bridge room at the Kimberton Fire Co. on Route 113. 

Tickets, $75 each, include food, beer and wine. With reserved seating, tickets must be pre-ordered by calling 610-

269-3939. 
 

Alert’s Golf Outing 
The Alert Fire Co. will have its fourth annual golf outing on Monday, May 8 at the Downingtown Country Club. 

Entry fee is $110 for each golfer includes: registration and lunch starting at 11:30 AM, shotgun start at 1 PM, greens 

fees, cart, beverages on the course, awards dinner, various prizes and door prizes Proceeds benefit Alert Fire Co. For 

more info, see: http://alertgolfouting.org/.   
 

Nite at the Races 
Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas committee will hold a Nite at the Races fundraiser at St. Anthony’s Lodge, 

259 Church Street, Downingtown, on Saturday, May 20. Doors open at 6 PM. Tickets are $25 which includes food, 

beer & soda.  Information about the event, how to buy tickets and horses can be found on the Christmas website 

at www.dtownchristmas.com or by calling Dianne at 484-678-6835. The Committee is hunting for raffle prizes and 

businesses to place ads in the event program. Deadline is May 10.  Proceeds will go towards the 2017 Downingtown 

Good Neighbor Christmas event. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 

 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org.  
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What & Where Is This

 
The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Dennis Walton and Jay Worrall. Carol Grigson is the archivist.  

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
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What was happening here 86 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in the autumn of 1931: 

 There were increased efforts in the Downingtown area in 1931 to help needy families, as 

the Great Depression continued. The campaign initiated by the welfare committee of the 

Downingtown Lions Club had evolved to the point that the Ladies Aid Societies of the churches 

in the community, under the direction of Mrs. Penrose Larkin, were soliciting donations of fruits 

and vegetables, which were canned in the kitchen of the Downingtown Woman’s Club. And 

circulars--requesting that used clothing should be taken to the welfare committee’s storeroom on 

Brandywine Avenue--were distributed throughout the borough. Also, Downingtown’s Council 

extended the deadline for payment of borough taxes by two months.   

 Enrollment in Downingtown Junior-Senior High School had increased from 265 

students in the previous school year to 304 in the 1931-32 school year. But the school system’s 

efforts to expedite the construction of a new secondary school, to resolve the over-crowded 

conditions in the old school building on West Lancaster Avenue, had several challenges before 

construction on the project could begin. Although the purchase of 15 acres of farm land, where 

the school was to be built on the east side of Manor Avenue, almost had to be accomplished by 

condemnation, an amicable arrangement was made with the Pollock family. And the school 

board decided to await the action of bidders on the $160,000 bond issue before awarding 

construction contracts on the project.  

 A macadam surface applied to the four-mile road in West Bradford Township, which 

ran between Thorndale and Marshallton, was completed. The State Highway Department project, 

was done by contracted local labor, at a cost of $24,000. 
 Boy Scout Troop 10, sponsored by Central Presbyterian Church, Downingtown, was 

reorganized. The troop committee included Guyon Miller, Clarence Dorsey, William Ludwick, 

Evans Miller, A. H. Standley, John MacNabb, George Roop and William Mittel. Norman Algiers 

was the scoutmaster. 
 A choir society was established at St. James Episcopal Church, Downingtown. Officers 

of the choir were Chandler Roberts, president; W. W. E. Ash, vice president; Dora Walker, 

secretary; Leona Lightcap, treasurer; Mrs. Willard McKinney, choir mother; and John Noll, 

librarian. Elizabeth Hines was the newly appointed organist. 

 A junior band was being organized at East Ward Elementary School, under the 

direction of Amos Miley, who also was the DHS band director. Also at East Ward, Ruth 

Shumway, the school district’s music director, had begun offering after-school violin classes. 

The violin students included Antoinette Duca, Pauline Detterline, Marjorie Holman, Zillah 

Shaw, Lena Shaw, Evelyn Petrella, Evelyn Brown and Marguerite Scarborough.  
 Although the DHS football team suffered several losses in the beginning of the season, 

Coach Bill McAlpine’s Papertowners closed the 1931 campaign with two major victories. The 

biggest win was the 31-0 defeat of their biggest rival, Coatesville, when Downingtown’s Morris 

“Buzz” Yohn ran for two TDs and passed for three more scores. Yohn’s passing efforts also 

highlighted Downingtown’s final game, a 12-0 win over Pottstown. The six students selected, 

from a group of 15 aspirants, to be cheerleaders for DHS football games, were Charles Elston, 

Helen Hyde, Ralph Entrekin, Christine Travaglini, Dorothy Diffenderfer and Joseph Fennelly.   

 



It’s the Lionville Friends Meeting House 

Rahn Brackin is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who correctly 

identified the site in the photo above as the Friends Meeting House in Lionville. The Uwchlan 

Meeting was established in 1714, and the meeting house was built in 1756. It was remodeled in 

1875. During the Revolutionary War, military surgeon Dr. Bodo Otto, who established the 

American Army hospital at nearby Yellow Springs, commandeered the Uwchlan Meeting House 

and converted it into a military hospital. Beginning in 1904, Lionville High School used the 

meeting house for classes, until 1932 when the school closed. Subsequently, the building was 

occupied by Lionville Elementary School, until 1960. The Uwchlan Grange, which had been 

meeting in the building since 1906, purchased the property in 1920. However, the graveyard 

continued to be owned by the Friends Meeting. The restored Uwchlan Meeting House in 

Lionville was dedicated by the Woman’s Community Club of Uwchlan in 1964. 

 
 

How to trace your home’s history 
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on: 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_De

edAbstract.pdf 
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What locals were talking about 67 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local newspapers in the latter part of January 

1950: 

 Over 200 applications for Pennsylvania’s World War II veterans’ bonus were distributed 

to members of the Downingtown VFW Post.  

 A representative of the Bell Telephone Co. told members of the Downingtown Lions 

Club that there were 886 telephones in Downingtown in 1926, and that figure had grown to 

3,493 by 1950. 

 Honored at the DHS Music Association’s annual banquet were Virginia Brown, Julia 

Menna, Louise Bartelmo, Irene Hoskins, Mabel Laird, Mabel Summers, Amy Langham,  

Theresa Valentino, Joan Lenhardt, John Shistler, Charles Rhines, Leo Ciarlone and Joseph 

Streamer 

 Members of Messiah Lutheran Church, Downingtown, voted to build an addition to the 

Sunday School building, at a projected cost of $14,000. Plans for the addition included two 

classrooms, a study and a kitchen.  

 Installed as committee chairmen of St. Anthony’s Lodge, Downingtown, were Enio 

DiBerardinis, investigation committee; Charles DiSante, scholarship; Nello Caporale, elections; 

Joseph Mento, charity; Lewis Capriotti, athletics; Edward Stranere, chaplain; and Benny Del 

Paggio, publicity.  

 The Downingtown Moose Lodge voted to build a new home on its property on West 

Lancaster Avenue. Creston Shoemaker was chairman of the building committee. 

 George Davidson, commander of Downingtown’s American Legion Post appointed 

William Wharry, Mark Bareford and Walter Crandall to lead a membership campaign. 

 Elected as directors of the Circle Riders at Hopewell Methodist Church, East 

Brandywine, were Mrs. Robert Templin, Mrs. Arthur Green, Patti Piersol and Marian Hershey. 

 Members of the Uwchlan Farmers Club elected the following officers: Oscar 

Darlington, president; Stephen Moore, secretary and Mary Pyle, pianist. 

 West Chester High School’s basketball team rallied in the fourth quarter to defeat the 

Whippets 51-39. Ronald Hogg led the DHS hoopsters with 12 points. And although the 

“inexperienced but scrappy” Downingtown Junior High basketball team led in the third 

quarter, the Lancers succumbed to West Chester 29-23.  

 

 

Mistake in April 13 Hist-O-Gram corrected 
We made a mistake in last week’s Hist-O-Gram, which included items originally published in 

the Downingtown Archive in March of 1956. One item should have read: “Mrs. William Keen 

was elected president of the JUNIOR Downingtown Woman’s Club. Other officers were Mrs. 

David Kohlhas, vice president; Mrs. Robert Kaster, recording secretary; Mrs. James Echols, 

corresponding secretary; and Mrs. Joseph Travaglini, treasurer.” 

That’s one more reason why we should recognize that anyone in their 80th year shouldn’t be the 

Hist-O-Gram editor. 

 
 



Vintage Ad of the Week 

                 
                                    This ad was originally published in the August 21, 1931  

                                     edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 



Brief, but important 
 Noted below are several items published in the Philadelphia Inquirer in the late 19th Century: 

 Shortly after Rev. William Ware was installed as rector of St. James Episcopal Church, 

Downingtown, he began to reduce the parish’s $1,500 debt, according to an article in April 1882. 

The indebtedness was slashed after parishioners, who pledged to contribute a total of $10, paid in 

four $2.50 installments, in special collections.   

 The West Bradford School District agreed, in August 1870, to build a new school for 

$1,470 in the Romansville section of the township. 

 Several real estate investors planned, in June 1878, to start a silk production enterprise    

on a 20-acre tract near the railroad depot in Downingtown. “Mulberry trees are to be planted, 

cottages built, and a silk farm established, which will renew and make permanent the industry, 

which was begun with so much promise some 40 years ago, but failed for want of due training 

and teaching.” 

 The Masonic Hall was destroyed and several neighboring commercial buildings were 

damaged by a fire at West Lancaster and Stuart Avenues in Downingtown, in 1892. (Editor’s 

note: The Alert Fire Co., the borough’s sole fire company at the time, had only one truck. So, 

Coatesville’s Washington Fire Co. responded to the Alert’s request for help by transporting an 

engine and firefighters, via a rail cars provided by the Pennsylvania Railroad, to the fire site in 

Downingtown. The Washingtonians arrived at the site just six minutes after receiving the Alert’s 

call for assistance). 

  The purchase and location of a pipe organ at Central Presbyterian Church in 

Downingtown grew into legal battle between Rev. Charles Craven, pastor of the church, and Col. 

A. P. Tutton, a member of the church’s board of trustees. Tutton was accused of “defying church 

authorities, trying to divide the congregation, misrepresenting facts, failing to pay his obligations 

to the church, and hostility to the pastor.” Following a church trial, conducted by the Presbytery 

of Chester in 1891, it recommended that Tutton “tender his resignation as elder.” 

 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on our website’s home page is access to an archive of every edition of 

the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

You also can find on the right side of the home page of our website, 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, access to: 

1. Hist-O-Gram Archives, which provides access to every Hist-O-Gram we have 

published since 2010. 

2. Then and Now Videos, which provide short video clips depicting how local sites have 

changed over the years. 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


Free Ads for Non-Profits 

 

Craft Show 
The Ladies Auxiliary of the Minquas Fire Co. will have a Vendor and Craft Show at the firehouse, 141 Wallace 

Ave., Downingtown, from 11 AM until 3 PM on Saturday, April 22. On display will be a fire engine for kids, plus 

fire gear for photo ops. 
 

Paper Shredding 
Wiggins Shredding will conduct a free paper shredding event at Bradford heights Elementary School, 1330 Romig 

Road, West Bradford, from 9 AM until noon on Saturday, April 22. You can bring up to four packing boxes of paper 

materials—no cardboard—to be shredded. 
 

Chamber Dinner 
The Downingtown-Thorndale Chamber will have its 72nd annual dinner at the Downingtown Country Club at 5 PM 

on Thursday, April 27. The event include presentation of the Citizen of the Year award to Jack Hines and the 

Business of the Year award to the DeMatteo Insurance Agency. To order tickets and for more details, see: 

http://dtrcc.com/ChamberDinner.html 
 

History of Dowlin Forge 
Susannah Brody will present a program on the History of Dowlin Forge at 2 PM on Sunday May 7, at Hopewell 

Furnace National Historic Site in Elverson. Susannah is a storyteller, historian and author of several books on local 

history. The free program is sponsored by the Friends of Hopewell Furnace. 
 

St. Anthony’s Fundraiser 
The Women’s Auxiliary of St. Anthony’s Lodge, 259 Church St., Downingtown, will have its quarterly fundraiser 

on Sunday afternoon, April 23. For details, see: 

http://saintanthonyslodge.com/Documents/2017%20Event%20Flyers/QuarterRaffle%204-23-17.pdf 
 

Drug Take-Back Event 
On Saturday, April 29, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the Downingtown Police Department and the Drug Enforcement 

Administration (DEA) will give the public an opportunity to prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding their homes of 

potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs. Bring your pills for disposal to the 

Downingtown Borough Hall Annex Building at 4 W. Lancaster Avenue, Downingtown.  (The DEA cannot accept 

liquids or needles or sharps, only pills or patches.)  The service is free and anonymous, no questions asked. For more 

information, call 610-269-0344, ext. 200 or emailinfo@downingtown.org. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 7PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and programs. 
 

Plant Sale 

The Garden Class of The Woman’s Community Club of Uwchlan will hold its annual plant sale on Saturday, May 6, 

from 8 A.M. to 2 P.M. at the 1756 Uwchlan Meeting House, 5 North Village Avenue, Exton. Come early for the 

best selection of member-grown perennials, grasses, shrubs, and trees. Container gardens, gourd birdhouses, herbs, 

vegetables, annuals, and information on native gardening and pollinators are also offered. Proceeds from the sale 

benefit the 1756 Uwchlan Meeting House, which is on the National Register of Historic Places.  For additional 

information, please call 610-363-9726. 
 

 Free Trout Rodeo 
The Brandywine Trout and Conservation Club’s Free Trout Rodeo, for kids 15 and younger, will be held from 9 AM 

until 2 PM on Saturday, April 25. Registration starts at 8 AM at the Kerr Park parking lot near the playground.  

 

http://dtrcc.com/ChamberDinner.html
http://saintanthonyslodge.com/Documents/2017%20Event%20Flyers/QuarterRaffle%204-23-17.pdf
mailto:info@downingtown.org
http://www.lymepa.org/


Surprising Martha Washington 

The Mill at Anselma will kick off its 2017 speaker series with a fascinating talk about Martha Washington on 

Thursday evening, May 4. Nancy K. Loane, Ed.D., will present a surprising take on our first “First Lady” at Bell 

Hall, Montgomery School, 1141 Kimberton Road, Chester Springs. The event will begin at 6:30 PM with a wine & 

cheese reception, followed by Dr. Loane’s talk at 7 PM. Tickets may be purchased at the door for $5. Members of 

the Mill at Anselma attend free of charge. 
 

How Stars Work  
Fronefield Crawford III, PhD. professor of Astronomy, who teaches experimental methods of astrophysics at 

Franklin & Marshall College, will explain the basics of stars, physical mechanism by which they shine, their lives, 

etc. at the West Caln Historical Society’s meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, May 16, in the West Caln Municipal 

Building, 721 W. Kings Hwy., Wagontown. The meetings are free and open to the public. 
 

Community Christmas Tree 
In 2016, the Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas Committee celebrated the start of the holiday season by 

purchasing a live Christmas tree, which was placed next to the Log House next to Kerr Park, where a well-attended 

tree lighting ceremony—with music, refreshments and Santa—was conducted.  However, the Committee’s search 

for a large, live tree for Christmas 2017 has proved to be difficult and expensive. So, the Committee has decided to 

purchase a 17-foot-tall Giant Everest artificial tree, with a 3-foot-tall lighted star for the 2017 Community Christmas 

Tree, which will last for many years.  To cover the cost of making that one-time purchase, the Committee has 

undertaken a fundraising effort. If you would like to help the Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas Committee 

buy this tree, please visit the website: www.dtownchristmas.com, where you’ll find all the information about 

sponsorship levels, or contact Dianne at 484-678-6835 for more information. 
 

Kershey to speak on Aaron Burr 
The Old Caln Historical Society will sponsor the program when Ross Kershey speaks about Aaron Burr - Hero or 

Villain? The program, which is free and open to the public, will be held at 2 PM on Sunday, April 23, at the Caln 

Township Municipal Building in Thorndale. Parking is available. Reservations not required.  For information, call 

610-384-8153. 
 

Readers on the Run 
The Readers on the Run races, to benefit the Downingtown Library, will be held on Saturday, April 22. Events 

include a 5K, 1.5-mile timed walk, and a kids’ dash. Registration at Green Street and East Pennsylvania Avenue, 

Downingtown, begins at 7 AM. Cash prizes of $150, $100 and $50 will be awarded to the three top male and female 

runners in the 5K race. There also will be team competition. For more details, see: 

https://www.runtheday.com/register/detail/readers-on-the-run 
 

East Brandywine Speakers 
At 3:30 PM on Sunday, April 23, the East Brandywine Historical Commission will offer a program by Marion 

Piccolomini, local author and historian, on her book, “World War II and Chester County,” which describes how life 

changed for local residents, businesses and institutions during the World War II years. The program will be 

conducted at the township building, 1214 Horseshoe Pike in Guthriesville.  
 

Oldies Night 
Jerry Blavat, the Geator, will appear at the Oldies Night dance party, sponsored by the Downingtown Area Senior 

Center from 7-11 PM on Saturday, April 29 in the covered bridge room at the Kimberton Fire Co. on Route 113. 

Tickets, $75 each, include food, beer and wine. With reserved seating, tickets must be pre-ordered by calling 610-

269-3939. 
 

Alert’s Golf Outing 
The Alert Fire Co. will have its fourth annual golf outing on Monday, May 8 at the Downingtown Country Club. 

Entry fee is $110 for each golfer includes: registration and lunch starting at 11:30 AM, shotgun start at 1 PM, greens 

fees, cart, beverages on the course, awards dinner, various prizes and door prizes Proceeds benefit Alert Fire Co. For 

more info, see: http://alertgolfouting.org/.   
 

http://www.dtownchristmas.com/
https://www.runtheday.com/register/detail/readers-on-the-run
http://alertgolfouting.org/


Nite at the Races 
Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas committee will hold a Nite at the Races fundraiser at St. Anthony’s Lodge, 

259 Church Street, Downingtown, on Saturday, May 20. Doors open at 6 PM. Tickets are $25 which includes food, 

beer & soda.  Information about the event, how to buy tickets and horses can be found on the Christmas website 

at www.dtownchristmas.com or by calling Dianne at 484-678-6835. The Committee is hunting for raffle prizes and 

businesses to place ads in the event program. Deadline is May 10.  Proceeds will go towards the 2017 Downingtown 

Good Neighbor Christmas event. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org.  
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What & Where Is This? 

 
The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Dennis Walton and Jay Worrall. Carol Grigson is the archivist.  

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


 

What was happening here 52 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local newspapers in the latter part of January 

1965: 

 The Downingtown Savings and Loan Association announced plans to relocate its 

offices to the former site of the Swan Hotel. The 54-room hotel, established in 1806, occupied 

the borough’s Center Square until it was razed in 1965. The Savings and Loan’s building 

committee included Ray Sheeler, Edwin Baldwin, Elmer Matthews, Robert Piersol, Ellen Ann 

Roberts and Lloyd Swarner.  

 Elected as officers of Central Presbyterian Church were elders Charles Seibert, George 

Aumiller, Edward Towson, Robert White and Harry Rauch; deacons Mrs. John Fisher, Donald 

Kennedy and Mrs. Hallan Usher; trustees Robert Forrest, Robert Norris and Benjamin Peirson. 

 Leaders elected in Wallace Township included supervisors William Funk and Charles 

Messner; roadmaster Marvin Furlong; and Roy Cummins, secretary-treasurer.  

 Donald Fryberger, who previously served with the Kennett Square and Easttown 

Township Police Departments, was appointed West Bradford Township’s chief of police. He 

succeeded David Johnson.  

 Apartment complexes recently constructed or planned to be built in the borough 

included Black Hawk, on East Lancaster Avenue, 202 units; Town West, on West Lancaster 

Avenue, 34 units; Parke Run, on Chestnut Street, 52 units; and Downingtown Park, on East 

Pennsylvania Avenues, 55 units.  

 Pepperidge Farm, the Downingtown area’s largest employer, was building a 40,000-

square-foot addition to its biscuit division plant.  

 Installed as officers of the Downingtown Opti-Mrs. Club were Mrs. Clair Langham, 

president; Mrs. Anthony Viscichini, first vice president; Mrs. Clifton Walton, second vice 

president; Mrs. John Mascherino, secretary; and Mrs. Albert Burkhart, treasurer.  

 DHS students, whose poems were accepted for publication by the National Poetry 

Press’s Pennsylvania Anthology, included Linda McCombs, Sandra Thomas, Linda Lammey, 

Doreen Davis, William Behrndt, Howard McGirk and William Kline. 

 Officers of the Future Nurses Association at DHS were Judy White, president; Pam 

Peppernick, vice president; Beverly Baen, secretary; Janice Cummins, treasurer; and Rojayne 

Ellis, historian.  

 Installed as officers of the Evening Missionary Society of First Baptist Church, 

Downingtown, were Mrs. Benjamin Russell, president; Mrs. Henry Drumheller, vice president; 

Mrs. James Manley, recording secretary; Mrs. Donald McCue, corresponding secretary; and Mrs. 

Lawrence Dilworth, treasurer. 

 Elected as leaders of the Downingtown branch of the Women’s Symphony League were 

Mrs. Raymond Williams and Mrs. Serge Oliel, co-chairman; Mrs. Edwin Johnson, recording 

secretary; Mrs. Campbell Sullivan, corresponding secretary; and Mrs. Robert Flick, treasurer. 

 The DHS wrestling squad nipped Great Valley 28-24. Whippets who scored pins were 

Mark Stephenson, Jay Rambo and Larry Smedley. 

 



 
Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the March 13, 1931 edition of the Daily Local News. 

 



 

News about our area in the late 19th Century 
The Philadelphia Inquirer published these news items about the Downingtown area in the late 

19th Century: 

 The Bicking Paper Mill, at East Lancaster Avenue and Green Street (where McDonald’s 

is now located) in the borough, was totally destroyed by fire on October 3, 1899. The fire, which 

originated on the mill’s third floor among the paper stock, was thought to have been caused by 

rats. 

 The Downingtown Art Club’s annual exhibit of members’ work was held in June 1895 

at the Downingtown Library. 

 Rev. James O’Reilly, pastor of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Downingtown, caused a 

stir when he told parishioners in September 1895 that women riding bicycles was a “health-

destroying exercise” and that wearing bloomers lowered the “character and dignity of a woman.” 

 The Downingtown Athletic Association’s football team beat the Downingtown High 

School squad 5-0 on November 12, 1898. It was the second game of a series for the so-called 

borough championship. The high school “played stubbornly throughout,” limiting the 

Downingtown AA to one touchdown in the waning minutes of the second half. 

 Burglars used dynamite to blow up the safe in a Downingtown store in January 1892. All 

that was missing from the safe at Griffith and Wollerton, on East Lancaster Avenue, was some 

change and postage stamps, but the thieves grabbed about $100 worth of goods, primarily guns 

and pistols.  

 
Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  

If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on our website’s home page is access to an archive of every edition of 

the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

You also can find on the right side of the home page of our website, 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, access to: 

1. Hist-O-Gram Archives, which provides access to every Hist-O-Gram we have 

published since 2010. 

2. Then and Now Videos, which provide short video clips depicting how local sites have 

changed over the years. 

 
How to trace your home’s history 
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on: 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_De

edAbstract.pdf 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
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What locals were talking about 86 years ago 
Noted below are new items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in December 1931: 

 Members of the Downingtown Lions Club painted and fixed up their welfare shelter on 

Brandywine Avenue, where a hot meal could be purchased for five cents. Local residents were 

encouraged to buy a pack of 20 meal tickets for $1 at Hutchison’s Drug Store, Groff’s News 

Agency, Sharp’s Confectionary, Greenleaf’s Pharmacy, Mittel’s Grocery and Bicking’s Grocery, 

as well as from Lions Club members. The tickets were to be given to anyone who sought money 

for food. The shelter also had a large stock of clothing, which were donated by borough citizens. 

Also, local students brought toys to school so they could be given to needy kids on Christmas.  

 Students who were elected to the high school’s first Student Council included Helen 

Fahey, George Stine, Mary Bareford, Thomas Brookover, Wayne Raysor, Donald Schultz, 

Dorothy Brookover, Mildred Deputy, William Crawford, Ann McGraw, Martha Englerth, Helen 

Hyde, John LeFevre, Harry Elston, Ralph Entrekin, Ella Moore and George Peck. 

 Members of the ticket committee for Downingtown’s Charity Ball, to be held on 

December 30 at the Minquas Fire Co., were chairman Mrs. Alice Charles, Dr. George Bousum, 

Frank Diffenderfer, Emerson Weimer, Henry Lillard, Herbert Ash, Everett Hoopes, William 

Perry, George Irwin, Robert Ash, Corbin Hutchison, Taylor Buckley, Dr. Thomas Parke and 

Austin Moore. 

 An Art Club was formed by Mary Mahan, school district art supervisor, for eighth graders 

at East Ward School. Members included George Schneider, Evelyn Petrella, Annawyn Moyer, 

Mary Miley, Elizabeth Greenleaf, Sara Griffith, Mary Garrett, Marjorie Holman, Evelyn Brown, 

Everett Pollock, Jeanette Hadfield, Leon Williams, Mary Christ, Anna McAllister, Lena Shaw 

and Samuel March. 

 Fullback Buzz Yohn was named to the first team on the All-Chester County football 

squad. DHS players who made the second team were ends Mike Mento and Ralph Katherman, 

tackle John Francella, guard Wayne Raysor, and quarterback Joe Sciarretta.   

 

 
 

Clip/Paste sessions in coming weeks  
We’re looking for volunteers to participate in the Historical Society’s clip/paste session, to be 

held from 6:30-8 PM on Tuesday, May 2 and from 1-4 PM on Sunday, May 7. The sessions, 

which involves clipping and pasting newspaper articles for our archival collection, will be held at 

Ashbridge House, our 308-year-old headquarters, next to the Chick-Fil-A restaurant in the 

Ashbridge Shopping Center on Route 30 in East Caln. 

 

 

 



It was the Marshall Farm in Lyndell 

 

Shelley Francies is a truly perceptive scholar because she was the first person who correctly 

identified the site in the photo above. Known to longtime Lyndell residents like Shelley as the 

Marshall Farm, located at the intersection of Little Washington-Lyndell and Marshall Roads in 

East Brandywine Township. Also known as Bridge Mill Farm, the property included a late 18th 

Century stone grist mill, a farmhouse, an Italianate-style outhouse with four seats, and a late 19th 

Century carriage house, plus a double-arched stone bridge. The property was added to the 

National Register of Historic Places in 1983. 

According to Barbara Paul’s A History of East Brandywine Township (1992), the property was 

owned by several generations of the John Culbertson family, who operated a mill on the site, 

between 1739 and 1821. Following several short-time owners, Samuel Pancoast Harrison bought 

the property, and moved his family into the millhouse, while building the 1842 banked 

farmhouse.  

Harrison’s daughter, Ella, married William D. Marshall in 1887, and he revamped the mill into a 

creamery, to make butter. Soon Marshall was shipping 80-pound wooden boxes stamped 

“Yellow Rose Butter, Bridge Mill Creamery, Lyndell, PA” to a concession stand in the Reading 

Terminal Market in Philadelphia. Several years later, Marshall relocated the mill to Lyndell to be 

closer to the railroad line. The property was purchased in 1981 by Horace Stellwagon, who 

restored many of the outbuildings on the site. You’ll find more details about the site in the 

National Register of Historic Places application at: 

www.dot7.state.pa.us/CRGIS_Attachments/SiteResource/H050672_01H.pdf 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Brandywine_Township,_Chester_County,_Pennsylvania
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Free Ads for Non-Profits 

 

Relay for Life 
The Central Chester County Relay for Life will be held from 10 AM Saturday, May 20 until 10 AM Sunday, May 

21 at DHS West, 445 Manor Ave., Downingtown. All proceeds go to the American Cancer Society. For more 

details, see: http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17EC?pg=entry&fr_id=79649  
 

All Wheels Consignment Sale 
The Downingtown Park and Recreation Commission will conduct a used bike consignment sale from 9 AM until 

noon on Saturday, May 13 in Kerr Park.  People wanting to consign a bike for sale are welcome to drop it off 

beginning at 8 AM by the skate park. All recreation wheels are welcome to be dropped off. There is a $100 price cap 

for consigning a bike. 25% of the proceeds of all sales will go the Park and Recreation Commission for future 

activities. There also will be a Bike Safety presentation, skateboarding exhibition and a DJ, plus games for the kids.  
 

Basket Bingo 
The Downingtown-Thorndale Regional Chamber of Commerce will sponsor a Longaberger/Vera Bradley Basket 

Bingo, to be held on Sunday afternoon, May 7 at St. Anthony’s Lodge on West Church Street, Downingtown. All 

proceeds will go the Amina C. Valocchi Scholarship Foundation. For more info, see 

www.downingtown.org/Documents/EVENT%20FLYERS/DTRCC_BasketBingo17.jpg 

 

Fine Arts Festival 
The Downingtown Fine Arts Festival will be held at 202 E. Lancaster Avenue in the borough, from 10 AM until 6 

PM on Saturday, May 27 and from 10 AM until 5 PM on Sunday, May 28. The free festival is presented by David 

Oleski Events and the Downingtown Main Street Association, in partnership with the Borough of Downingtown. 

For more info on the festival, see: http://downingtownfinearts.com//aboutdfaf.html. 
 

Healthy Kids Day 
The Lionville Community YMCA will have a Healthy Kids Day at Kerr Park in Downingtown from 11 AM until 2 

PM on Saturday, April 29 All are invited to participate in free activities such as family Zumba, yoga, fencing, 

Quiddich, and karate demos, a moon bounce and soccer exhibit. For more info, see: www.ymcagbw.org/hkd  

 

History of Dowlin Forge 
Susannah Brody will present a program on the History of Dowlin Forge at 2 PM on Sunday May 7, at Hopewell 

Furnace National Historic Site in Elverson. Susannah is a storyteller, historian and author of several books on local 

history. The free program is sponsored by the Friends of Hopewell Furnace. 
 

Drug Take-Back Event 
On Saturday, April 29, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the Downingtown Police Department and the Drug Enforcement 

Administration (DEA) will give the public an opportunity to prevent pill abuse and theft by ridding their homes of 

potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs. Bring your pills for disposal to the 

Downingtown Borough Hall Annex Building at 4 W. Lancaster Avenue, Downingtown.  (The DEA cannot accept 

liquids or needles or sharps, only pills or patches.)  The service is free and anonymous, no questions asked. For more 

information, call 610-269-0344, ext. 200 or emailinfo@downingtown.org. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Plant Sale 

The Garden Class of The Woman’s Community Club of Uwchlan will hold its annual plant sale on Saturday, May 6, 

from 8 A.M. to 2 P.M. at the 1756 Uwchlan Meeting House, 5 North Village Avenue, Exton. Come early for the 

best selection of member-grown perennials, grasses, shrubs, and trees. Container gardens, gourd birdhouses, herbs, 

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17EC?pg=entry&fr_id=79649%20
http://www.downingtown.org/Documents/EVENT%20FLYERS/DTRCC_BasketBingo17.jpg
http://downingtownfinearts.com/aboutdfaf.html
www.ymcagbw.org/hkd
mailto:info@downingtown.org
http://www.lymepa.org/


vegetables, annuals, and information on native gardening and pollinators are also offered. Proceeds from the sale 

benefit the 1756 Uwchlan Meeting House, which is on the National Register of Historic Places.  For additional 

information, please call 610-363-9726. 
 

Surprising Martha Washington 

The Mill at Anselma will kick off its 2017 speaker series with a fascinating talk about Martha Washington on 

Thursday evening, May 4. Nancy K. Loane, Ed.D. will present a surprising take on our first “First Lady” at Bell 

Hall, Montgomery School, 1141 Kimberton Road, Chester Springs. The event will begin at 6:30 PM with a wine & 

cheese reception, followed by Dr. Loane’s talk at 7 PM. Tickets may be purchased at the door for $5. Members of 

the Mill at Anselma attend free of charge. 
 

How Stars Work  
Fronefield Crawford III, PhD. professor of Astronomy, who teaches experimental methods of astrophysics at 

Franklin & Marshall College, will explain the basics of stars, physical mechanism by which they shine, their lives, 

etc. at the West Caln Historical Society’s meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, May 16, in the West Caln Municipal 

Building, 721 W. Kings Hwy., Wagontown. The meetings are free and open to the public. 
 

Community Christmas Tree 
In 2016, the Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas Committee celebrated the start of the holiday season by 

purchasing a live Christmas tree, which was placed next to the Log House next to Kerr Park, where a well-attended 

tree lighting ceremony—with music, refreshments and Santa—was conducted.  However, the Committee’s search 

for a large, live tree for Christmas 2017 has proved to be difficult and expensive. So, the Committee has decided to 

purchase a 17-foot-tall Giant Everest artificial tree, with a 3-foot-tall lighted star for the 2017 Community Christmas 

Tree, which will last for many years.  To cover the cost of making that one-time purchase, the Committee has 

undertaken a fundraising effort. If you would like to help the Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas Committee 

buy this tree, please visit the website: www.dtownchristmas.com, where you’ll find all the information about 

sponsorship levels, or contact Dianne at 484-678-6835 for more information. 
 

Oldies Night 
Jerry Blavat, the Geator, will appear at the Oldies Night dance party, sponsored by the Downingtown Area Senior 

Center from 7-11 PM on Saturday, April 29 in the covered bridge room at the Kimberton Fire Co. on Route 113. 

Tickets, $75 each, include food, beer and wine. With reserved seating, tickets must be pre-ordered by calling 610-

269-3939. 
 

Alert’s Golf Outing 
The Alert Fire Co. will have its fourth annual golf outing on Monday, May 8 at the Downingtown Country Club. 

Entry fee is $110 for each golfer includes: registration and lunch starting at 11:30 AM, shotgun start at 1 PM, greens 

fees, cart, beverages on the course, awards dinner, various prizes and door prizes Proceeds benefit Alert Fire Co. For 

more info, see: http://alertgolfouting.org/.   
 

Nite at the Races 
Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas committee will hold a Nite at the Races fundraiser at St. Anthony’s Lodge, 

259 Church Street, Downingtown, on Saturday, May 20. Doors open at 6 PM. Tickets are $25 which includes food, 

beer & soda.  Information about the event, how to buy tickets and horses can be found on the Christmas website 

at www.dtownchristmas.com or by calling Dianne at 484-678-6835. The Committee is hunting for raffle prizes and 

businesses to place ads in the event program. Deadline is May 10.  Proceeds will go towards the 2017 Downingtown 

Good Neighbor Christmas event. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

 

 

http://www.dtownchristmas.com/
http://alertgolfouting.org/
http://www.dtownchristmas.com/
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/www.darc.info/


Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org.  

http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org
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What & Where Was This? 

 
The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Dennis Walton and Jay Worrall. Carol Grigson is the archivist.  

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


What was happening here 36 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in the early part of May 

1981: 

 Chester County’s Parks and Recreation Department announced that it planned to turn the 

300-acre Springton Manor estate in Wallace Township into a park and agricultural history 

museum. One of the manor’s most prominent residents was Abraham McIlvaine, who, in 1836, 

built the farm’s Federal-style mansion, which was under lease in 1981 to Vitae House, a service 

that treated recovering alcoholics. In the 1840s, McIlvaine served in Congress, where he became 

a close friend and close advisor to Abraham Lincoln. For more details about Springton Manor, 

see the National Register for Historic Places application: 

www.dot7.state.pa.us/CRGIS_Attachments/SiteResource/H001585_01H.pdf. 

 Jean Harrison was presented the Distinguished Service Award by the DHS Alumni 

Association at the organization’s 94th annual banquet. The association’s officers were Carl 

Valente, president; Donald Ash, first vice president; Steven Rosensweig, second vice president; 

Linda Brown, financial secretary; Debbie Garvey and Carol Brown, assistant financial 

secretaries; and Kathy McNevich, corresponding secretary. 

 Members of Cub Pack 23, sponsored by Central Presbyterian Church, Downingtown, 

who received an Outdoorsman badge for their camping experience, were Jason Hill, Jeff Himes, 

Jamie Mendenhall, Nathan Snyder, York Yang, Chris Mathern, Richard Huffman, Richard 

Wenzel, Eddie Schroeder, Robbie Fuchs, Chris Tyson, David Moore, Sammy Greer, Marc 

Warnick, Lenny Yowell, David Hunt, Don Zeiders and Mark Jenkins. 

 Recent property transfers included: 19 New Hampshire Lane, West Bradford, $62,795; 

604 Highland Ave., Downingtown, $56,960; 118 Biddle Drive, Uwchlan, $74,250; and 12 

Gunning Lane, East Caln, $65,500. 

 Due to the 900 families who had joined in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Downingtown, 

since the mid-1970s, the parish was considering the expansion of its cemetery on Glenside 

Avenue in West Bradford. And new members of St. Joseph’s parish council were Theresa 

Capriotti, Leonard Francella, Michael McDonald and Mae Swarner. Council officers were Dr. 

Joseph McCahon, president; Victor Taraschi, vice president; Paul Wood, recording secretary; 

and Alice March, corresponding secretary. 

 The team of Nick Giunta and Dale Krapf won the Lyndell Biathalon, which included 

canoeing one mile across the lake at Marsh Creek State Park and running 1.5 miles. Also at the 

event, representatives of the recently formed Lyndell Town Watch group, including several 

women, beat a bunch of junior firefighters from the East Brandywine Fire Co.  

 The Downingtown Historical Society won the Pennsylvania Federation of Historical 

Societies Award at a meeting in Altoona. New officers of the local organization, who were 

introduced at the third annual dinner by Thomas Brookover, president, included: Rev. Wallace 

Houston, treasurer; Don Greenleaf, parliamentarian; Dorothea Parker, secretary; and directors 

Sarah Aumiller, Frances Ash, Marjorie Knowlton, Lois Fern, Dr. Richard Lehr, Joseph 

Crawford, James McGowan and Ray Waechter. 

 Recently elected to the vestry at St. James Episcopal Church, Downingtown, were Sam 

Corliss, Nancy Dell, Tom Greenleaf, Margaret Lindeke and John Stockton. 

 Downingtown Junior High students who attended the American Industrial Arts 

Association conference in Pittsburgh, included Joe Sciandra, Asit Upadhay, Shane Rodgers and 

Louis Cipollini. 

www.dot7.state.pa.us/CRGIS_Attachments/SiteResource/H001585_01H.pdf


 Sunday School teachers at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Lionville, included Nancy 

Heydt, Amy Parkhurst, Wendy Bonaiuto, Sandy Rock, Karen Lammey, Donna Routzahn, Ruth 

Klein, Amy Miller, Erica Abrams, John Green, Sue Mortzfield, Gabrielle Deprie, Linda Ward, 

Elsa Green, David Aulenbach, David Rowe, Louise Mullings, Mary Aldworth, Steve Schmidt, 

Don Parkhurst, Tom and Dot Hrynkow, and Ed Miller. 

 The DHS baseball squad was tied for first place in the Ches-Mont League, after winning 

three games in a week. Bob Trauger, the Whippets’ winning hurler, struck out eight Great Valley 

batters, and Mike Lynch hit a three-run homer and Butch Williams was three-for-four at the 

plate. The combination of scoring seven runs in the sixth inning, plus the one-hit pitching of 

Larry Protivnak resulted in an 11-0 win over West Chester East. And Trauger made it two 

consecutive one-hitters for Downingtown, and DHS banged out nine hits, as the Blue and Gold 

defeated Phoenixville 10-0. 

 The DHS softball team won two of three contests, to lock the Whippets into a first place 

tie with Pottsgrove. Downingtown beat Great Valley 10-3, as Sherri Clayton got two hits and 

scored three runs, while hurler Laura Kulkis limited the Patriots to three hits. After Phoenixville 

upset DHS 3-2, Coach John Davidson’s crew bounced back with a 3-0 whitewashing of Owen J. 

Roberts. Melinda Horne and Jenny Gerlach each knocked out two hits, and Kulkis notched 

another mound win.   

 Renee Gallman set two records, as the DHS girls’ track team finished 10th in the Ches-

Mont championships, and the Whippet  boys’ track squad came in second in the C-M League 

meet, when Teddy Robinson (200 M) and Andy Rolen (800 M) both won a race.  

 

 

In case you missed a Hist-O-Gram in April 
You can access any of the Hist-O-Gram editions we published in April, in case you missed any 

of them, by clicking on: 

 

April 6: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/April%206%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf. 

 

April 13: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/April%2013%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf. 

 

April 20: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/April%2020%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf.  

 

April 27: http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/April%2027%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf. 
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Remember these sweaters in the 1960s? 
 

Musicians, as well as athletes, used to earn these 

types of sweaters at DHS back in the 1960s. Jeff 

Swisher, DHS Class of 1965, is posing in one of the 

sweaters, with a stylistic DHS music emblem sewn on 

it. They were awarded to DHS musicians who 

participated in the marching band for three years. Jeff 

recently donated the sweater to the Historical Society. 

If the sweater looks a little snug, that’s because it was 

the one that was awarded to his wife, Cindy, a DHS 

classmate. Jeff donated his own special band sweater 

to the Historical Society as well.  

 

(Editor’s note: The Historical Society has heard that 

some former band musicians, have kept their 

uniforms. Just to ease your conscience, band alums 

are encouraged to donate the uniforms, which have 

been collecting dust in a closet for decades, to the 

Historical Society. We promise to take good care of 

the uniform and not tell a soul the names of those who 

failed to turn in their band uniform during their 

senior year at DHS.) 

 

 

 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on our website’s home page is access to an archive of every edition of 

the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

You also can find on the right side of the home page of our website, 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, access to: 

1. Hist-O-Gram Archives, which provides access to every Hist-O-Gram we have 

published since 2010. 

2. Then and Now Videos, which provide short video clips depicting how local sites have 

changed over the years. 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


 

What locals were talking about 61 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in May of 1956: 

 Sam Matthews, class president, was elected burgess of Downingtown, when DHS seniors 

served as borough officials on Youth Day. Other seniors elected for the day were: Page Brown, 

fire chief; Don Mull, police chief; John Bousum, borough manager; James Walton, health 

officer; Carol Bruton, water superintendent; Harry Flinn, building inspector; and Philomena 

Di Berardinis, secretary to the borough manager. Elected to the school board were Linda Edelen, 

John Carmichael, Tom Brookover, Peggy McCausland and Peggy Watts. 

 Joan Piersol and Irvin Rubincam received the Outstanding Senior Awards at the DHS 

Alumni Association’s annual banquet. Mrs. Helen Eachus received the association’s 

Distinguished Service Award.  

 Mrs. Maxwell Meisel of Downingtown was elected to the board of the Downingtown 

Visiting Nurses Association. 

 Members of the Youth Fellowship group at Glen Moore Methodist Church elected 

these officers: Margaret Miller, president; Louise Davis, vice president; Charlotte Davis, 

secretary; and Clarence Miles, treasurer. 

 New officers of the Downingtown Lions Club were Rev. Wallace Houston, president; 

Mylin Plank, first vice president; Elton Weikel, second vice president; Jason Dreibelbis, third 

vice president; Maurie Davis, secretary; and Rider Brandau, treasurer. 

 William Barrett, veteran Downingtown trucking firm operator, was named the 

Outstanding Member of the Chester County branch of the Pennsylvania Motor Truck 

Association. 

 Pole vaulter Ogier Norris, a member of the Penn State track team, competed in the Ohio 

Relays in Columbus. 

 Officers of the Glen Moore Improvement Society were John Shrader, president; Wade 

Scott, vice president; Mrs. Ivan Barclay, secretary; and Mrs. Gilbert Houck, treasurer.  

 Mrs. Frank Lenhardt retired as president of the Chester County Federation of Woman’s 

Clubs. And Mrs. James Nelson was chairman of the luncheon and plant sale at St. James 

Episcopal Church, Downingtown. 

 

 

Clip/Paste session on Sunday, May 7  
We’re looking for volunteers to participate in the Historical Society’s clip/paste session, to be 

held from 1-4 PM on Sunday, May 7. The session, which involves clipping and pasting 

newspaper articles for our archival collection, will be held at Ashbridge House, our 308-year-old 

headquarters, next to the Chick-Fil-A restaurant in the Ashbridge Shopping Center on Route 30 

in East Caln. 

 

 

 



It’s the Marshalton Inn in Marshallton 

 
John Carbo is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who identified the site in 

the photo above as the Marshalton Inn. The building that houses the inn in the village of 

Marshallton in West Bradford Township was built in 1793. In 1804, the house was converted 

into an inn and tavern. Located 1300 Strasburg Road, it was especially popular with teamsters 

and drovers. Over the years, it has had 24 innkeepers and eight name changes. It has been 

operating under the name “Marshalton Inn” since 1965. The inn’s name is spelled with just one 

L because of a misspelling on a deed, and the error was never corrected. The building was listed 

on the National Register of Historic Places in 1977. You can find more details on the inn at: 

www.dot7.state.pa.us/CRGIS_Attachments/SiteResource/H001572_01H.pdf. 

 

 

How to trace your home’s history 
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on: 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_De

edAbstract.pdf 

 

http://www.dot7.state.pa.us/CRGIS_Attachments/SiteResource/H001572_01H.pdf
http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_DeedAbstract.pdf
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Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the March 27, 1931 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 

 



Free Ads for Non-Profits 

 

Memorial Day 
There will be Memorial Day service at Marinelli Park on Chestnut Street, Downingtown, at noon on Sunday, May 

28. And the Memorial Day parade will begin at Beaver Creek School on West Pennsylvania in the borough, at 10 

AM  on Monday, May 29, followed by a service at Kerr Park. 
  

Movie Night in Kerr Park 
Downingtown’s Parks and Recreation Commission will host its first Movie Nite near the gazebo in Kerr Park at 8 

PM on Saturday, May 20. The movie of the night is TROLLS! This is a free family-friendly event. The commission 

will provide popcorn while supplies last. Please bring refreshments, chairs and blankets for your family.  
 

Relay for Life 
The Central Chester County Relay for Life will be held from 10 AM Saturday, May 20 until 10 AM Sunday, May 

21 at DHS West, 445 Manor Ave., Downingtown. All proceeds go to the American Cancer Society. For more 

details, see: http://relay.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17EC?fr_id=79649&pg=entry. 
 

All Wheels Consignment Sale 
The Downingtown Park and Recreation Commission will conduct a used bike consignment sale from 9 AM until 

noon on Saturday, May 13 in Kerr Park.  People wanting to consign a bike for sale are welcome to drop it off 

beginning at 8 AM by the skate park. All recreation wheels are welcome to be dropped off. There is a $100 price cap 

for consigning a bike. 25% of the proceeds of all sales will go the Park and Recreation Commission for future 

activities. There also will be a Bike Safety presentation, skateboarding exhibition and a DJ, plus games for the kids.  
 

Grist Mill Demonstration  
The Mill at Anselma will provide grinding demonstrations from 10 AM until 4 PNM on Saturday, May 13. Visitors 

will hear the rumble of the Colonial-era wooden gears, watch the power of the 16ft steel water wheel, and feel the 

corn meal as it pours out of the mill stones.  

The Mill served its local agricultural community for nearly 300 years and is considered the most complete example 

of a Colonial-era custom grist mill in the United States. Restored and recognized as a National Historic Landmark, 

the Mill provides a powerful educational experience, allowing visitors to experience Pennsylvania’s industrial and 

agricultural heritage through milling demonstrations, tours of the site and hands-on activities. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free. The 

Mill is located on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Rt. 113 in Chester Springs.  For more 

information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org.   
 

Open Houses in Lionville 
The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Cadwalader House is featuring a guessing game to identify post cards featuring special Pennsylvania sites. 

Prizes will be awarded for the most correctly identified photos. The Moore School is the original one room building 

where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit at historical desks. Authentic schoolbooks can be 

read and children can ring the school bell used to summon them not to be late. For additional information, call 610-

280-9522. 
 

Library Book Sale 
The Friends of Downingtown Library’s Spring Book Sale has switched into a BAG SALE mode. You can fill a 

paper grocery bag with novels, biographies, non-fiction, gardening, kids’ books, movies, music, etc. for ONLY $3. 

Hurry in for the best selection. All proceeds benefit the programs and services of the library. 

  

 

 

 

http://relay.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17EC?fr_id=79649&pg=entry
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Milford Mills, a Lost Village 
Author and historian Catherine Quillman will speak about Milford Mills, a village that was “lost” with the creation 

of Marsh Creek State Park, at 3:30 PM on Sunday, May 21. The program will be conducted at the Park’s west boat 

launch area. In the event of bad weather, the program will be offered at the Township Building on Horseshoe Pike in 

Guthriesville. 
 

Basket Bingo 
The Downingtown-Thorndale Regional Chamber of Commerce will sponsor a Longaberger/Vera Bradley Basket 

Bingo, to be held on Sunday afternoon, May 7 at St. Anthony’s Lodge on West Church Street, Downingtown. All 

proceeds will go the Amina C. Valocchi Scholarship Foundation. For more info, see 

www.downingtown.org/Documents/EVENT%20FLYERS/DTRCC_BasketBingo17.jpg 
 

Fine Arts Festival 
The Downingtown Fine Arts Festival will be held at 202 E. Lancaster Avenue in the borough, from 10 AM until 6 

PM on Saturday, May 27 and from 10 AM until 5 PM on Sunday, May 28. The free festival is presented by David 

Oleski Events and the Downingtown Main Street Association, in partnership with the Borough of Downingtown. 

For more info on the festival, see: http://downingtownfinearts.com//aboutdfaf.html. 
 

History of Dowlin Forge 
Susannah Brody will present a program on the History of Dowlin Forge at 2 PM on Sunday May 7, at Hopewell 

Furnace National Historic Site in Elverson. Susannah is a storyteller, historian and author of several books on local 

history. The free program is sponsored by the Friends of Hopewell Furnace. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Plant Sale 

The Garden Class of The Woman’s Community Club of Uwchlan will hold its annual plant sale on Saturday, May 6, 

from 8 A.M. to 2 P.M. at the 1756 Uwchlan Meeting House, 5 North Village Avenue, Exton. Come early for the 

best selection of member-grown perennials, grasses, shrubs, and trees. Container gardens, gourd birdhouses, herbs, 

vegetables, annuals, and information on native gardening and pollinators are also offered. Proceeds from the sale 

benefit the 1756 Uwchlan Meeting House, which is on the National Register of Historic Places.  For additional 

information, please call 610-363-9726. 
 

Surprising Martha Washington 
The Mill at Anselma will kick off its 2017 speaker series with a fascinating talk about Martha Washington on 

Thursday evening, May 4. Nancy K. Loane, Ed.D. will present a surprising take on our first “First Lady” at Bell 

Hall, Montgomery School, 1141 Kimberton Road, Chester Springs. The event will begin at 6:30 PM with a wine & 

cheese reception, followed by Dr. Loane’s talk at 7 PM. Tickets may be purchased at the door for $5. Members of 

the Mill at Anselma attend free of charge. 
 

How Stars Work  
Fronefield Crawford III, PhD. professor of Astronomy, who teaches experimental methods of astrophysics at 

Franklin & Marshall College, will explain the basics of stars, physical mechanism by which they shine, their lives, 

etc. at the West Caln Historical Society’s meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, May 16, in the West Caln Municipal 

Building, 721 W. Kings Hwy., Wagontown. The meetings are free and open to the public. 
 

Alert’s Golf Outing 
The Alert Fire Co. will have its fourth annual golf outing on Monday, May 8 at the Downingtown Country Club. 

Entry fee is $110 for each golfer includes: registration and lunch starting at 11:30 AM, shotgun start at 1 PM, greens 

fees, cart, beverages on the course, awards dinner, various prizes and door prizes Proceeds benefit Alert Fire Co. For 

more info, see: http://alertgolfouting.org/.   
 

http://www.downingtown.org/Documents/EVENT%20FLYERS/DTRCC_BasketBingo17.jpg
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Nite at the Races 
Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas committee will hold a Nite at the Races fundraiser at St. Anthony’s Lodge, 

259 Church Street, Downingtown, on Saturday, May 20. Doors open at 6 PM. Tickets are $25 which includes food, 

beer & soda.  Information about the event, how to buy tickets and horses can be found on the Christmas website 

at www.dtownchristmas.com or by calling Dianne at 484-678-6835. The Committee is hunting for raffle prizes and 

businesses to place ads in the event program. Deadline is May 10.  Proceeds will go towards the 2017 Downingtown 

Good Neighbor Christmas event. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org 

http://www.dtownchristmas.com/
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/www.darc.info/
http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org
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What & Where Was This? 

 

The first person to correctly identify the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


 

What was happening here 36 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in the latter part of May 

1981: 

 In addition to three days of exhibits in the DHS gymnasium of hundreds of students’ 

work from the art, industrial arts, and home economics departments, plus local students attending 

the Central Chester County Vo-Tech School, the annual Living Arts Weekend at DHS included 

a Friday night with band concert and a choral concert on Sunday afternoon. Apple Logan and 

Jim Utz won the one-artist show competition. 

 The school board approved of these suggested lunch prices in school cafeterias: 60 cents 

for elementary schools, and 70 cents for secondary schools. Faculty and staff were charged $1.25 

for their lunches. 

 Donna Lawson, Downingtown’s recreation director, told Borough Council that two 

volleyball courts were planned to be built in Kardon Park.  

 Ronald Beebe, East Brandywine’s building inspector, reported that the Bondsville Mill 

property, owned by the Tabas brothers, had become a major hazard. He was particularly 

concerned about children playing and riding their bikes inside the mill’s old building. “It’s like a 

problem waiting to be a disaster,” said Beebe. 

 A barn, once owned by John Wanamaker, the Philadelphia department magnate, was lost 

in a fire on the Devereux Foundation property in Wallace Township. 

 Brandywine Savings and Loan Association, headquartered at Pennsylvania and Manor 

Avenues in Downingtown, was celebrating its 150th anniversary.  

 Uppatina’s School, which had 63 students in 12 grades and was an alternative school 

near the hamlet of Font in Upper Uwchlan for two years, moved to the former site of the Green 

Bank School, a residential school in Upper Uwchlan  for “emotionally disturbed boys.”  

Uppatina’s, which had been located at several Chester County sites since its founding in 1971, 

drew its name from the students’ description of the original school, when classes were conducted 

in the house of a woman named Tina.  

 Mrs. William Balderston and Mrs. Harvey Cook were sweepstakes winner at the flower 

show conducted by the Woman’s Community Club of Uwchlan.  

 Elected as officers of the Caln Business and Professional Association were Conde 

McGinley, president; William Waltman, internal vice president; Dale Becker, external vice 

president; Dottie McGill, secretary; Cyd Poltrone, treasurer; and directors Robert Barber, Charles 

case, Robert Edge and Sam Slokum. 

 DHS tracksters Ted Robinson came in fifth in the 100 M race, and Bruce Tiller placed 

fourth in the 300 M hurdles event at the state track and field championships. 

 Students, who took over as administrators of DHS for a day, included:  principal Janet 

Brown; and assistant principals Jeff Corey, Jeanne Hessinger and Joseph Fischer. 

 Winners from DHS of the VICA competition at the Central Chester County Vo-Tech 

School included Carol Clouser, health assistant; Keith Rolland, machine shop; Ted Laverty, 

appliance repair; Gina Napoleone, cosmetology; and Glenn Arters, cabinetmaking. 

 Officers of the women’s group at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Lionville, were Jackie 

Myer, president; Louise Mullings, vice president; Karen Ely, secretary; Barbara Meier, 



programs; Ann Niemann, hospitality; Wendy Bonaiuto, membership; and Marlene, Christian 

action.  

 Members of West Bradford’s Junior Girl Scout Troop 412, who participated in a bike 

hike at Ridley Creek Park, were Jennifer Fernald, Melanie Kefer, Daniele Chapman, Michele 

Clark, Linda Daza, Vicky Gallimore, Tracy Mace, Erica McCants, Jennifer Stanley, Nicole 

Williams and Teresa Spagnuola. Their leaders were Jacqueline Mace and Irene Daza. 

 The DHS girls’ lacrosse team finished in third place in the Ches-Mont League, after 

beating Coatesville 10-8 and Great Valley 10-8 in overtime. Amy Horne scored five goals and 

Terri Bright tallied four in the Coatesville match. And Fern Faller notched the winning goal 

against Great Valley. Coach Sally Anderson lauded the play of Megan DeGaray in both contests.    

 The DHS boys’ tennis team finished third in the Ches-Mont League with a 9-2 season 

record after beating Coatesville 6-1. Whippet winners against the Red Raiders were singles 

players Frank Englund, Mike Gaul and Tom Lambert. Doubles teams which also won were 

Frank Pechin-Mike Biddle, Rich Kaluza-Andy Lefko, and Mike McShane-Jeff Heckman.  

 When the DHS softball squad defeated Coatesville 9-1, as Laura Kulkis tossing a no-

hitter, the Whippets finished its C-M League season in a first place tie with Pottsgrove. Sherri 

Clayton, three-for-four, and Jenny Gerlach, tow-for-two, led the Downingtown offense. 

 Amy Horne and Vic Johnson were named the DHS outstanding athletes at the high 

school’s all-sports banquet.   

 

 

Downingtown area news published in the 

Philadelphia Inquirer more than 100 years ago 
 The day after E. P. Dwight of Philadelphia turned over his 465-estate in West Bradford to 

the Philadelphia YMCA, to be used to be used as a camp ground, the large barn on the property 

was destroyed by fire. Also lost in the blaze on April 15, 1895 were the livestock (17 cows and 7 

horses) and farm implements owned by James Laird, the estate’s tenant farmer. 

 In April 1900, some 25 Downingtown golfers organized a golf club in the Gallagherville 

area, just west of the borough’s border. There were plans included a clubhouse as well as a golf 

course. 

 According to the December 13, 1895 edition of the Inquirer, Thomas Dugan, a 

Downingtown resident, who had been a prosperous saloon-keeper in Philadelphia, but now he 

was a poor man. That all changed when a Catholic priest from Philadelphia took a train to 

Downingtown, and gave Dugan a package containing $300. The priest told Dugan that the thief, 

who had stolen $300 from Dugan’s saloon 22 years earlier, revealed the burglary during his 

dying confession. And he gave the money to the priest and asked him to return it to Dugan. “The 

money was accepted, and will be of great help to Dugan in his dying days.” 

 

 

 



This photo offers a glimpse of how things  

have changed in the Downingtown area 

 
Many subscribers expressed their frustration over trying to identify the location of the site in 

the photo above, which was in last week’s Hist-O-Gram. On the surface, it’s just a photo of a 

typical backyard in America, several generations ago, when housewives hung their newly 

washed laundry on a clothesline.  

Specifically, it’s a photo of the backyard of Vincent and Anna Burkey’s home at 467 Manor 

Avenue in Downingtown, sometime in the 1950s. That’s before the high school, now known as 

DHS West, was built on the Pollock family’s farmland, which stretched beyond that backyard in 

the photo. And the stove on the right side shows that the Burkeys were allowed to burn their 

trash in the backyard. 

Back then, the Downingtown Area School District was comprised of a borough with several 

paper mills and other manufacturers, surrounded by rural townships, several of which still 

operated one-room school houses. And some of the boys who lived in the borough in the 1950s, 

used to hunt for pheasant and small game in the fields in the photo, before attending morning 

classes at the Junior-Senior High School down on Manor Avenue. Those were the days when 

DHS was much smaller than neighboring Coatesville and West Chester High Schools.  

The photo also offers a glimpse of how things have changed--before the borough evolved 

from an industrial town to a middle class bedroom community, before the suburbanization of the 

countryside surrounding the borough, and before the consolidation of the school district.  

And, over the past 50-plus years, the population of the Downingtown School District has 

quintupled, from about 12,000 residents in 1960; to over 60,000 people living in the district 

today, making it the eighth largest school district in the state. Also, during that span, the school 

district’s academic programs and other activities have warranted statewide and national 

recognition. 

 The photo was provided by the Burkey’s daughter, Ruth Ann Protivnak, who still lives on 

Manor Avenue in the borough. 

 



Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

This ad was originally published in the July 10, 1931 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 



 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Dennis Walton and Jay Worrall. Carol Grigson is the archivist.  

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on our website’s home page is access to an archive of every edition of 

the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

You also can find on the right side of the home page of our website, 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, access to: 

1. Hist-O-Gram Archives, which provides access to every Hist-O-Gram we have 

published since 2010. 

2. Then and Now Videos, which provide short video clips depicting how local sites have 

changed over the years. 

 

 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 

 

Memorial Day 
There will be a Memorial Day parade in the village of Marshallton in West Bradford at 1 PM on Sunday, May 28. 

The Memorial Day service at Marinelli Park on Chestnut Street, Downingtown, will begin at noon on Sunday, May 

28. And Downingtown’s Memorial Day parade will begin at Beaver Creek School on West Pennsylvania in the 

borough, at 10 AM on Monday, May 29, followed by a service at Kerr Park. 
  

Movie Night in Kerr Park 
Downingtown’s Parks and Recreation Commission will host its first Movie Nite near the gazebo in Kerr Park at 8 

PM on Saturday, May 20. The movie of the night is TROLLS! This is a free family-friendly event. The commission 

will provide popcorn while supplies last. Please bring refreshments, chairs and blankets for your family.  
 

Relay for Life 
The Central Chester County Relay for Life will be held from 10 AM Saturday, May 20 until 10 AM Sunday, May 

21 at DHS West, 445 Manor Ave., Downingtown. All proceeds go to the American Cancer Society. For more 

details, see: http://relay.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17EC?fr_id=79649&pg=entry. 
 

All Wheels Consignment Sale 
The Downingtown Park and Recreation Commission will conduct a used bike consignment sale from 9 AM until 

noon on Saturday, May 13 in Kerr Park.  People wanting to consign a bike for sale are welcome to drop it off 

beginning at 8 AM by the skate park. All recreation wheels are welcome to be dropped off. There is a $100 price cap 

for consigning a bike. 25% of the proceeds of all sales will go the Park and Recreation Commission for future 

activities. There also will be a Bike Safety presentation, skateboarding exhibition and a DJ, plus games for the kids.  
 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/
http://relay.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17EC?fr_id=79649&pg=entry


Mac & Cheese 
The Thorndale-Downingtown Rotary Club will have its sixth annual Chester County Mac & Cheese Cookoff at 

noon on Sunday, June 4 at Kerr Park in Downingtown. For more details, see: www.macncheesecookoff.com/about/ 

 

Grist Mill Demonstration  
The Mill at Anselma will provide grinding demonstrations from 10 AM until 4 PNM on Saturday, May 13. Visitors 

will hear the rumble of the Colonial-era wooden gears, watch the power of the 16ft steel water wheel, and feel the 

corn meal as it pours out of the mill stones. The Mill served its local agricultural community for nearly 300 years 

and is considered the most complete example of a Colonial-era custom grist mill in the United States. Restored and 

recognized as a National Historic Landmark, the Mill provides a powerful educational experience, allowing visitors 

to experience Pennsylvania’s industrial and agricultural heritage through milling demonstrations, tours of the site 

and hands-on activities. Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. 

Children under 4 are free. The Mill is located on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Rt. 113 in Chester 

Springs.  For more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit 

www.anselmamill.org.   
 

Library Book Sale 
The Friends of Downingtown Library’s Spring Book Sale has switched into a bag sale mode. You can fill a paper 

grocery bag with novels, biographies, non-fiction, gardening, kids’ books, movies, music, etc. for only $3. Hurry in 

for the best selection. All proceeds benefit the programs and services of the library. 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 
The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Cadwalader House is featuring a guessing game to identify post cards featuring special Pennsylvania sites. 

Prizes will be awarded for the most correctly identified photos. The Moore School is the original one room building 

where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit at historical desks. Authentic schoolbooks can be 

read and children can ring the school bell used to summon them not to be late. For additional information, call 610-

280-9522. 
 

Milford Mills, a Lost Village 
Author and historian Catherine Quillman will speak about Milford Mills, a village that was “lost” with the creation 

of Marsh Creek State Park, at 3:30 PM on Sunday, May 21. The program will be conducted at the Park’s west boat 

launch area. In the event of bad weather, the program will be offered at the Township Building on Horseshoe Pike in 

Guthriesville. 
 

Fine Arts Festival 
The Downingtown Fine Arts Festival will be held at 202 E. Lancaster Avenue in the borough, from 10 AM until 6 

PM on Saturday, May 27 and from 10 AM until 5 PM on Sunday, May 28. The free festival is presented by David 

Oleski Events and the Downingtown Main Street Association, in partnership with the Borough of Downingtown. 

For more info on the festival, see: http://downingtownfinearts.com//aboutdfaf.html. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

How Stars Work  
Fronefield Crawford III, PhD. professor of Astronomy, who teaches experimental methods of astrophysics at 

Franklin & Marshall College, will explain the basics of stars, physical mechanism by which they shine, their lives, 

etc. at the West Caln Historical Society’s meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, May 16, in the West Caln Municipal 

Building, 721 W. Kings Hwy., Wagontown. The meetings are free and open to the public. 
 

www.macncheesecookoff.com/about/
mailto:info@anselmamill.org
http://www.anselmamill.org/
http://downingtownfinearts.com/aboutdfaf.html
http://www.lymepa.org/


Nite at the Races 
Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas committee will hold a Nite at the Races fundraiser at St. Anthony’s Lodge, 

259 Church Street, Downingtown, on Saturday, May 20. Doors open at 6 PM. Tickets are $25 which includes food, 

beer & soda.  Information about the event, how to buy tickets and horses can be found on the Christmas website 

at www.dtownchristmas.com or by calling Dianne at 484-678-6835. The Committee is hunting for raffle prizes and 

businesses to place ads in the event program. Deadline is May 10.  Proceeds will go towards the 2017 Downingtown 

Good Neighbor Christmas event. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org 

 

http://www.dtownchristmas.com/
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What & Where Was This? 

 
The first person to correctly identify the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Dennis Walton and Jay Worrall. Carol Grigson is the archivist.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


What was happening here 67 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local newspapers in early February 1950: 

 When the West Pikeland Township School Board requested permission to continue 

sending its high school students to DHS, members of the Downingtown Joint School said they 

wouldn’t have a decision on the issue until the next month’s meeting. The Joint School Board 

demurred because West Pikeland was the only township that failed to support a bond issue in 

1949, to finance the construction of an addition to the Junior-Senior High School, needed to 

eliminate overcrowded conditions. 

 Committee heads for the Downingtown Chamber of Commerce’s fourth sponsorship of 

the Chester County Talent Pageant to be held in the DHS auditorium in May, included: Mrs. 

Penrose Davis and Jack Brownstein, co-chairmen; Edward Baldwin, scholarship award; Creston 

Shoemaker, budget; Victoria DeMentis and James Fennelly, printed programs; Fred Howe and 

Walter Hadfield, staging and judges; Mrs. Frederick Bicking and Mrs. John Forbes, awards; Mrs. 

Robinson McIlvaine and Mrs. Walter McClure, publicity; Sam Charles, tellers; Mrs. Leo 

Hamilton and Mrs. John Fisher, contestant chaperones; Andrew Eppolito, photographer. 

 New teachers, who were welcomed at a dinner given by the Downingtown School 

Board, included: Louise Brinker, art instructor; Frances Savage, commercial department; Ray 

DiSerafino, phys-ed teacher, as well as junior high football coach and seventh grade basketball 

coach; Jean Pollock, seventh grade teacher; Florence Haggerty, librarian; Allen McAfee, seventh 

grade teacher; Joseph Poltrone, music teacher; and Robert Whitney, science teacher.    

 Officers of the Young People ‘s group at First Baptist Church in Downingtown were 

Austin Windle, president; Joseph Ashenfelder, vice president; Russell Wilkins, secretary; Shirley 

Habecker, treasurer; Frank Gregory, assistant treasurer; and Charles Habecker, advisor. 

Committee included Mary Ella Nichols and Dorothy Wilkins, programs; Clarence Miller, music; 

Elma Ibaugh, friendliness; Ethel and Jean Mercer, decorations; and Mrs. George Mercer, 

publicity. 

 DHS musicians who performed at an assembly included: the Spike Burns Band, 

comprised of Robert Burns, Christy Christ, Marvin Fredericks, John Shisler, James Zaferes, 

Richard Hedricks and Jean Eckbold; a piano duet by Joan Lenhardt and Barbara Seibert; a piano 

solo by Elaine Russell; vocal solos by Virginia Burgess, Cookie Brewer and Jack Williams; and 

a trombone solo by Clifford Short. 

 Featured soloists. when the 30-voice Men’s Chorus of the Downingtown Young Men’s 

Association performed in a concert at DHS, were Dr. Walter Snyder, Joseph Travaglini and Earl 

Thomas. 

 Members of the Glen Valley Hunt Club, plus more than 100 of their friends and 

families, enjoyed a venison banquet at the Glen Moore Fire Co. The deer were shot in Potter 

County by Kenneth Comstock, Winfield Ford, Charles and Granville McCardell, Guy Mercer 

and Gilbert Cornog.  

 

 

How to trace your home’s history 
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on: 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_De

edAbstract.pdf.  

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_DeedAbstract.pdf
http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_DeedAbstract.pdf


 

It was the Guernsey Cow sign in Exton 

 
Anthony D’Addezio is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first of many people 

who correctly identified the site in the above photo as the sign for the Guernsey Cow Restaurant, 

which was established near the Exton Crossroad by Larry and Gladys Polite in 1931. The 

restaurant was famous for its hand-crafted cream caramels as well as its ice cream. The boy in 

the photo is Ed Pusey, who provided the photo.  

Some of the responders to last week’s Hist-O-Gram recalled the mystery about the theft of 

head of the cow sign, in 1985. According to Sean McGlinchey’s blog about the Guernsey Cow, 

the 35-foot-tall sign, installed across Route 30 from the restaurant, was an iconic fixture for 40 

years before the restaurant was closed in 1985. That’s when Larry Polite decided to tear down 

the sign because it was beginning to rot and fade.  

However, plans for the sign removal were thwarted after the project was publicized in an 

article in the July 17, 1985 edition of the Daily Local News, when Polite said the sign being 

razed, “would be a conversation piece, though, if somebody wanted to pull it up. If you want a 

cow to put on your front lawn, it’s yours.” 

About a week later, someone took up Polite’s offer, literally, and stole the head of the cow, 

according to a story in the July 24, 1985 issue of the Daily Local News. It noted that the four 



steel sections, making up the head of the cow on each side of the sign, were apparently unhinged 

and dragged away during the wee hours of the morning when traffic on Route 30 was light. 

Polite said he would offer a reward for return of the sign or information leading to its recovery. 

And he donated the other sections of the sign to West Whiteland, and they’re stored in a 

township barn.  

Meanwhile, 32 years have passed since the theft, and the cow’s head has never been found, 

and the vandals haven’t been arrested.  

The former restaurant has housed the Exton branch of the DNBFirst Bank for many years.  
 

Editor’s note: You can find skads of info and many photos about the Guernsey Cow’s history and 

many interesting stories at McGlinchey’s blog via: https://theguernseycow.com/about/. 

McGlinchey is the grandson of Larry Polite. 

 

 

What locals were talking about 85 years ago 
Noted below are new items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in January 1932: 

 The Downingtown Lions Club’s welfare committee put 12 volunteer-men to work in 

the borough, clearing silt and sand from the Brandywine Creek below the Lancaster Avenue 

Bridge. Each man was given a week’s groceries in return for a day’s work.                                                          

Also, employees of the Chester Valley Electric Co. agreed to donate one day’s wages, which 

totaled about $60 per month, in support of the Lions Club shelter on Brandywine Avenue, where 

30-40 persons were fed daily. 

 Also during the Great Depression, Borough Council members stewed over the budget 

issue of whether to either retain or cut the salaries of police officers. George Foreman, council 

president, broke a tie and voted in favor of maintaining the current salary schedule, which 

included $2,100 for Chief Chester Glisson and $1,800 for Patrolman Joseph Newlin.  

 Librarian Jane Boone reported to the board of the Downingtown Library that 101 new 

books had been added to the collection in 1931, and that 165 new borrowers had registered 

during the past year, bringing the total number of borrowers to 1,118.  

 

 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. . 

You also can find on the right side of the home page of our website, 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, access to: 

1. Hist-O-Gram Archives, which provides access to every Hist-O-Gram we have 

published since 2010. 

2. Then and Now Videos, which provide short video clips depicting how local sites have 

changed over the years. 
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Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the December 4, 1931 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 



Free Ads for Non-Profits 

 

Spring Boutique 
You’ll be able to shop your heart out at the Spring Boutique from 1-3 PM Saturday, May 20 at the Downingtown 

Library, 122 Wallace Avenue. More than 20 vendors will be selling neat items. 
 

Memorial Day 
There will be a Memorial Day parade in the village of Marshallton in West Bradford at 1 PM on Sunday, May 28. 

The Memorial Day service at Marinelli Park on Chestnut Street, Downingtown, will begin at noon on Sunday, May 

28. And Downingtown’s Memorial Day parade will begin at Beaver Creek School on West Pennsylvania in the 

borough, at 10 AM on Monday, May 29, followed by a service at Kerr Park. 
  

Music at the Mill 
An afternoon of music, food and fun for the whole family will take place at The Mill at Anselma from 3-7 PM on 

Sunday, June 4. Three local bands-- Good 2 Go, Caroline Reese and the Drifting Fifth, and Singles Going Steady-- 

will play over the course of the afternoon/evening. Although The Mill will be closed to general admissions that day, 

event attendees are invited to tour the mill, and watch a milling demonstration. Admission to Music at The Mill is 

$35 for adults and $15 for children 12 and under until May 22nd. Tickets purchased after May 22nd are $40 for 

adults, and $17 for children 12 and under. An alternative local venue has been designated in case of rain. Proceeds 

will benefit The Mill at Anselma. For tickets and information, call (610)827-1906, email Kathy@AnselmaMill.org, 

go to www.anselmamill.org and click on the event, Music at The Mill. Throughout the summer, The Mill is open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM. Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 

for children ages 4-14.  Children under 4 are free. The Mill is located on Rt. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile 

west of Rt. 113 in Chester Springs, PA.   
 

Movie Night in Kerr Park 
Downingtown’s Parks and Recreation Commission will host its first Movie Nite near the gazebo in Kerr Park at 8 

PM on Saturday, May 20. The movie of the night is TROLLS! This is a free family-friendly event. The commission 

will provide popcorn while supplies last. Please bring refreshments, chairs and blankets for your family.  
 

Relay for Life 
The Central Chester County Relay for Life will be held from 10 AM Saturday, May 20 until 10 AM Sunday, May 

21 at DHS West, 445 Manor Ave., Downingtown. All proceeds go to the American Cancer Society. For more 

details, see: http://relay.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17EC?fr_id=79649&pg=entry. 
 

Mac & Cheese 
The Thorndale-Downingtown Rotary Club will have its sixth annual Chester County Mac & Cheese Cook-off at 

noon on Sunday, June 4 at Kerr Park in Downingtown. For more details, see: www.macncheesecookoff.com/about/ 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 
The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Cadwalader House is featuring a guessing game to identify post cards featuring special Pennsylvania sites. 

Prizes will be awarded for the most correctly identified photos. The Moore School is the original one room building 

where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit at historical desks. Authentic schoolbooks can be 

read and children can ring the school bell used to summon them not to be late. For additional information, call 610-

280-9522. 
 

Milford Mills, a Lost Village 
Author and historian Catherine Quillman will speak at 3:30 PM on Sunday, May 21, about Milford Mills, a village 

that was “lost” with the creation of Marsh Creek State Park. The program will be conducted at the Park’s west boat 

launch area. In the event of bad weather, the program will be offered at the Township Building on Horseshoe Pike in 

Guthriesville. 
 

mailto:Kathy@AnselmaMill.org
http://www.anselmamill.org/
http://relay.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY17EC?fr_id=79649&pg=entry
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Fine Arts Festival 
The Downingtown Fine Arts Festival will be held at 202 E. Lancaster Avenue in the borough, from 10 AM until 6 

PM on Saturday, May 27 and from 10 AM until 5 PM on Sunday, May 28. The free festival is presented by David 

Oleski Events and the Downingtown Main Street Association, in partnership with the Borough of Downingtown. 

For more info on the festival, see: http://downingtownfinearts.com//aboutdfaf.html. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Nite at the Races 
Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas committee will hold a Nite at the Races fundraiser at St. Anthony’s Lodge, 

259 Church Street, Downingtown, on Saturday, May 20. Doors open at 6 PM. Tickets are $25 which includes food, 

beer & soda.  Information about the event, how to buy tickets and horses can be found on the Christmas website 

at www.dtownchristmas.com or by calling Dianne at 484-678-6835. The Committee is hunting for raffle prizes and 

businesses to place ads in the event program. Deadline is May 10.  Proceeds will go towards the 2017 Downingtown 

Good Neighbor Christmas event. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

 

http://downingtownfinearts.com/aboutdfaf.html
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What and Where Is This? 

 
 

Yes, this one is a toughie. But thousands of you drive on the thin, white line that runs 

horizontally across the aerial photo above, which was taken on September 20, 1937. What we’re 

looking for is the identity of what now occupies much of the farmland show in the photo. The 

first person to correctly answer that question will be recognized as a truly perceptive scholar. 

Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


What locals were talking about 67 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local newspapers in the latter part of February 

1950: 

 The Ladies Auxiliary donated $365 to the Alert Fire Co., to be used to buy inhalator/ 

resuscitator equipment for firefighters. The auxiliary’s committee chairmen included Ella 

Lammey, chaplain; Mrs. Benjamin Summers, pianist; Mrs. Fred Jamison and Mrs. Bessie 

Osborne, property; Mrs. Paul Dowlin, flowers and cards for the ill; Mrs. Frank Pendergast, Mrs. 

Edna Pendergast, Mrs. A. J.  Brookover, Mrs. Francis brown, Mrs. Hazel Wills, and Mrs. 

Elizabeth Whiteman, entertainment; Mrs. Carrie Gregory, Mrs. Audrey Thompson, Mrs. Dorothy 

Robinson and Mrs. James Stauffer, membership. 

 DHS students who made the District Chorus were Patricia Patterson, Eleanor Detterline, 

Ronald Hogg, John Shisler, Ronald Piersol, James Zaferes and Leo Ciarlone.  

 A proposal to construct a new lodge by members of St. Anthony’s Lodge was turned 

over the building committee, chaired by Oscar DiBerardinis.  

 Pupils of Mrs. Mary Eppehimer at Indiantown School in Wallace Township, who made 

the honor roll, were: seventh graders Betty Lou Henderson and Barbara Ford; sixth graders 

Donald Ray, Frank Aaron and Kathryn DeHaven; and fifth grader Ruth Parrott. 

 Cub mothers and assistants, who directed some 60 Downingtown Cub Scouts in 

sketches on Lincoln and Washington, included Mrs. Charles Ax, Mrs. Robert Plank, Mrs. Peter 

Short, Mrs. Ralph Kinzey, Mrs. Allen Hughes, Mrs. D. Carver, Mrs. Robert Simmons, Mrs. 

David Ross, Mrs. John Bray, Mrs. George Nixdorf, Mrs. Andrew Romenet, Mrs. John Swarner, 

Mrs. William McNamara and Mrs. Clair Langham. 

 Senior Girl Scout Troop 2, Downingtown, was making plans for its second annual 

fashion show for teenagers. Dorothea Snyder was general chairman; Jane Romig was in charge 

of decorations; and Nancy Brookover was responsible for tickets. Troop leaders were Mrs. 

Nathan Eachus and Mrs. John Forbes. 
 Attendance at the DHS Alumni Association’s annual dinner was limited to 400, the 

capacity of the Alert Fire Company’s banquet hall.  Officers of the association were Calvin Ax, 

president; Wilson Pollock, vice president; Mary Jane Pawling, recording secretary; and Emily 

Lewis, treasurer. 
 Mr. and Mrs. Ross Hershey of Upper Uwchlan won the “Second Honeymoon” 

competition on a New York City radio program. Besides an all-expense-paid stay at the Bear 

Mountain, NY, resort for three days, the prizes included three pairs of nylon stockings, a purse, a 

cake, a dress, a facial and a hair-do and three portrait photos. 
 

 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Dennis Walton and Jay Worrall. Carol Grigson is the archivist. 

 

 



When Lincoln’s train stopped in Downingtown 
Here’s a verbatim account of a story, written in late February 1861 by a seemingly star-struck 

reporter for the West Chester Record, about a train stopping in Downingtown, as it transported 

Lincoln from Springfield, IL, to Washington for his inauguration in March of 1861: 

At Downingtown, where the train stopped for wood and water, the crowd was dense. The 

instant the cars came to a halt, the rear platform of the rear car was besieged by a mob of 

Downingtowners, who called for the President-elect. He declined to respond until just as the 

train was about to start, when he appeared for a moment on the rear platform and was greeted 

with immense cheering. 

The train stopping for wood and water sounds odd to a “youth of the present day, when coal 

is burned on locomotives which scoop up water from troughs between the rails as they rush 

along. But one can easily remember the large woodshed that stood on the south side of the track, 

across from (Eichholtz’s) now Boldridge’s Hotel (later the Pennsylvania House), and he can 

recall seeing the men throwing up the wood, a piece at a time, to the fireman, who piled it on his 

tank so that it wouldn’t fall off.  

Imagine, will you, the New York and Chicago Limited stopping at Downingtown for wood 

and water! This fact of Mr. Lincoln’s train stopping at Downingtown for such a purpose is only 

a striking instance of how things and the times have changed. 

 

 

Brief, but important 
 Remember the little boy pictured in a photo in recent editions of the Hist-O-Gram, which 

were connected with the Guernsey Cow Sign on Route 30 in Exton? We mistakenly said that boy 

was Ed Pusey, which was wrong. His name is Ed Lacey, who also provided the photo. We 

apologize.  

 The Historical Society’s headquarters, Ashbridge House, will be closed on Sunday, May 

28, since it’s part of the Memorial Day weekend. 

 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. . 

You also can find on the right side of the home page of our website, 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, access to: 

1. Hist-O-Gram Archives, which provides access to every Hist-O-Gram we have 

published since 2010. 

2. Then and Now Videos, which provide short video clips depicting how local sites have 

changed over the years. 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


 

It was the Bondsville Mill in East Brandywine 

 
Bud Bruton is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who correctly 

identified the site in the 1889 rendering above as the Bondsville Mill.  

East Brandywine Township acquired the mill site in 2005, using open space funds and a 

dedicated group of volunteers began cleaning up the property and making the collapsed buildings 

safe. While the Bondsville Mill Park opened to the public in 2015, work to expand the trails 

network and further stabilize the structures is ongoing. 

Here’s a brief history of the mill site, according East Brandywine Township’s Bondsville 

Mill Park Committee: 

 Bondsville was one of several grist mills along the Beaver Creek in the 18th Century. It 

was originally water powered, using a water wheel which was driven by water fed from Beaver 

Creek into the mill race behind the buildings 

 Abraham Bond purchased the mill in 1842, and converted it to a textile factory, 

producing Kentucky Jeans and establishing the small factory village of Bondsville. William D. 

MacFarland purchased the mill in 1848, and produced uniforms for Union soldiers during the 

Civil War. By 1870, the mill was powered by both water and steam. 

 In 1927, the Collins & Aikman Corp. bought the property and started producing 

automobile upholstery cloth. And during World War II, the firm devoted virtually all of its 

efforts to supplying materials for the military, including fabric for the lining of jackets of Air 

Force pilots and crews. A war memorial, which lists the names of employees who served in the 

military during the war, was erected on the site. Ben Bruton, Bud’s son, restored the memorial as 

his Eagle Scout project.  

 After WWII, the mill produced a variety of textiles, including men’s and women’s wear 

fabrics, as well as their “Candalon” brand of woven nylon which was used in the production of  

automobile upholstery.  



 In 1960, production stopped and the facility was used as a warehouse. It finally closed in 

1965 as it fell into disrepair and some of the buildings collapsed. 

 Work to develop the park as a passive recreation area and historic site has been an 

ongoing effort by a dedicated group of volunteers. Work is ongoing, but the park is now open to 

the public. The park offers a one-quarter-mile-long, compacted gravel loop trail around the 

buildings and along Beaver Creek. There is also a nature trail up to the water tower and a three-

quarter-mile long loop to the north of the property, through an old spruce, maple and oak forest. 

 

 

What was happening here 85 years ago  
Noted below are items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in February 1932: 

 The Downingtown Lions Club’s welfare committee reported that over 800 hot meals 

had been served at the shelter on Brandywine Avenue (where the parking lot of the DNBFirst 

Bank is now located) in January 1932. And 87 families were receiving groceries every week, if 

the man of the house volunteered a day’s work to a community project. However, some of the 

cash donated to the Lions had to be used to purchase men’s and children’s shoes because 

donations of footwear had been limited. 

 The Downingtown Alumni Association also was experiencing Great Depression pains. 

Treasurer Vinton Smedley said the association had to take out a $80 loan at the bank because 

there was not enough money in the treasury to cover the $50 scholarships to be awarded to the 

outstanding DHS senior girl and boy at the association’s annual banquet. Nominated as officers 

the following year were Edward McCausland, president; Francis Tweed, vice president; Sara 

Brown, secretary; Alice Windle, assistant secretary; and Mrs. Ernest McClure, treasurer.  

 Following its first season of interscholastic competition, the following members of the 

DHS field hockey team won varsity letters: Captain Eileen Farrell, Mary Travaglini, Jane 

Wilson, Eleanor Davis, Esther Miskelly, Dorothy Diffenderfer, Elsie Hashinger, Thelma 

McQueen, Helen Hyde, Helen Good, Helen McLain and Anna Wise.  

 St. Joseph’s Catholic Church had a card party and dance at the Minquas Fire Co. The 

door prize, donated by Rev. Francis Fox, was a “pretty smoking stand.” The unexpected 

highlight of the evening was a chance to meet Mrs. Jimmy Dykes, wife of the star infielder for 

the Philadelphia Athletics; she was the guest of Mrs. John Sheehy.  

 

 

How to trace your home’s history 
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on: 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_De

edAbstract.pdf 

 

 

 

 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_DeedAbstract.pdf
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  Vintage Ad of the Week 

              

This ad was originally published in the November 20, 1931 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

Although the dance was sponsored by the 1932 Class at DHS, the public was welcome because it 

apparently was a fundraiser, perhaps to be used to help pay for the class trip to Washington, DC.  

 



 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 

 

Iron Industry History in Northern Chester County 
Neil Hobbins, is the historic site manager for Pottsgrove Manor in Montgomery County and former executive 

director at the Mill at Anselma, will give a talk on the “History of the Iron Industry in Northern Chester County” at 7 

PM Thursday, June 1 at Bell Hall, Montgomery School, 1141 Kimberton Road (Route 113), Chester Springs. Prior 

to the speech, there will be a complimentary wine and cheese reception from 6:30 to 7 PM. Cost: $5 per person; no 

charge for members of Mill at Anselma.  
 

Whippets selling mattresses 
The DHS West football is selling Lifestyle Adjustable Bed sleep systems in the Wagner Gym at DHS West from 10 

AM until 5 PM on Saturday, June 10. You can save as much as 50% on new, brand-name mattresses. Funds raised 

on this project used for the team’s equipment and transportation. For more details, see: 

www.facebook.com/thomas.wickersham.31/posts/10209528884763035 
 

Lindbergh Kidnapping 
Historian and educator Ross Kershey will provide a talk about the kidnapping of the Lindberg baby at the 7 PM June 

20 meeting of the West Caln Historical Society, at West Caln Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Hwy., Wagontown. 

The meetings are free and open to the public.  
 

Memorial Day 
There will be a Memorial Day parade in the village of Marshallton in West Bradford at 1 PM on Sunday, May 28. 

The Memorial Day service at Marinelli Park on Chestnut Street, Downingtown, will begin at noon on Sunday, May 

28. And Downingtown’s Memorial Day parade will begin at Beaver Creek School on West Pennsylvania in the 

borough, at 10 AM on Monday, May 29, followed by a service at Kerr Park. 
  

Music at the Mill 
An afternoon of music, food and fun for the whole family will take place at The Mill at Anselma from 3-7 PM on 

Sunday, June 4. Three local bands-- Good 2 Go, Caroline Reese and the Drifting Fifth, and Singles Going Steady-- 

will play over the course of the afternoon/evening. Although The Mill will be closed to general admissions that day, 

event attendees are invited to tour the mill, and watch a milling demonstration. Tickets purchased after May 22nd are 

$40 for adults, and $17 for children 12 and under. An alternative local venue has been designated in case of rain. 

Proceeds will benefit The Mill at Anselma. For tickets and information, call (610)827-1906, email 

Kathy@AnselmaMill.org, go to www.anselmamill.org and click on the event, Music at The Mill. Throughout the 

summer, The Mill is open for tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM. Admission to the Mill is $5 for 

adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14.  Children under 4 are free. The Mill is located on Rt. 401 (1730 

Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Rt. 113 in Chester Springs, PA.   
 

Mac & Cheese 
The Thorndale-Downingtown Rotary Club will have its sixth annual Chester County Mac & Cheese Cook-off at 

noon on Sunday, June 4 at Kerr Park in Downingtown. For more details, see: www.macncheesecookoff.com/about/ 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 
The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Cadwalader House is featuring a guessing game to identify post cards featuring special Pennsylvania sites. 

Prizes will be awarded for the most correctly identified photos. The Moore School is the original one room building 

where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit at historical desks. Authentic schoolbooks can be 

read and children can ring the school bell used to summon them not to be late. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Fine Arts Festival 
The Downingtown Fine Arts Festival will be held at 202 E. Lancaster Avenue in the borough, from 10 AM until 6 

PM on Saturday, May 27 and from 10 AM until 5 PM on Sunday, May 28. The free festival is presented by David 

www.facebook.com/thomas.wickersham.31/posts/10209528884763035
mailto:Kathy@AnselmaMill.org
http://www.anselmamill.org/
www.macncheesecookoff.com/about/


Oleski Events and the Downingtown Main Street Association, in partnership with the Borough of Downingtown. 

For more info on the festival, see: http://downingtownfinearts.com//aboutdfaf.html. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

 

 

 

http://downingtownfinearts.com/aboutdfaf.html
http://www.lymepa.org/
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/www.darc.info/
http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/
cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org


 

Vol. 8, No. 22                                                                                                               June 1, 2017 
 

What and Where Is This? 

 
The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  
 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
You can receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram every week, by accessing our website: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up box on 

the right side of the home page. 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
http://historicbridges.org/bridges/browser/?bridgebrowser=pennsylvania/chestnutstdtown/
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What was happening here 36 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in the early part of June 

1981: 

 Jane Thompson was the valedictorian and Brian Geschwindt was the salutatorian of the 

DHS Class of 1981. Class officers were Jeffrey Carey, president; Elizabeth Giffen, vice 

president; Caroline Farling, secretary; and Lois Isabella, treasurer.  

 Downing Center, the shopping mall on the borough’s East Pennsylvania Avenue, was 

purchased by B. W. Associates of Berwyn. The center had been first considered in 1962, 

according to borough manager Don Greenleaf, and ground was broken in 1974. Although the 

mall had not been a rousing success, the new management was encouraged because the center 

already had a high-volume store—the A&P supermarket. 

 Local businessman Brian Formica was named the inspirational leader-foil for local 

runners to compete in Good Neighbor Day’s third annual Run For Life road race over a three-

mile course on borough streets on the Fourth of July.  

 Florence Buttner, of West Bradford, and Ed Van Ocker, of Thorndale, were presented the 

Horseshoe Trail Boy Scout District’s Merit Award. Members of the district committee were 

Charlotte Bowser, Pat Hemingway, Mike Melody, Tom Mest, Jim Hall, Lew Milford, Steve 

Grenz, Doug Tharp, Ron Novak and Glenn McCausland. 

 New officers of the Downingtown Jaycees were Keith Douglas, president; Bob Young, 

state director; Lamar Oberholtzer, internal vice president; Donald Grick, external vice president; 

James Rakestraw, secretary; and Steven Miller, treasurer. 

 The Lionville Junior High School Band, directed by Jeffrey Martini, received a superior 

rating (the highest rating possible) at the concert band competition at Lebanon Valley College. 

 Members of Central Presbyterian Church, who helped prepare and serve a luncheon 

for residents of Hickory House, Honey Brook, were Mildred Basehore, Mary Ann Gitzendanner, 

Jane Klaebel, Edna Reinhardt, Shirley Schwartz, Bette Smith, Cindy Staggers, Audrey Komnick, 

Liz Barr, Dorothy Fenimore, Lynne Bertram and Ruth Jones.  

 The DHS softball team captured its fourth Ches-Mont championship in six years, when 

it beat Pottsgrove 3-2 in a playoff game. The Whippets scored all of their runs in the first inning, 

on a Gwen Holton walk and singles by Sherri Clayton, Laura Kulkis, Melanie Massimini and 

Melinda Horne. Winning pitcher Kulkis limited the Falcons to five hits. The season came to a 

close when the Whippets lost a 7-2 decision to Neshaminy in District I playoffs. Players who 

made the All Ches-Mont team were Clayton, Kulkis, Massimini, and Jen Gerlach. 

  The DHS baseball squad lost 1-0 to William Tennent in the opening round of District I 

playoffs. “In the 13 years I’ve been coaching, these were most enjoyable kids from a coaching 

perspective, said Coach Carl Houp, The Whippets had a 14-3 record overall, and a 9-2 slate, 

good for second place in Ches-Mont play.  

 Amy Horne tallied three goals, but the DHS lacrosse team lost its final match 12-6 to 

Marple-Newtown. The Whippets finished in third place in league standings with an 8-5-1 record.  

 Recent property transfers included: 111 Helm Way, East Brandywine, $73,900; 1550 

Whitford Road, Exton, $80,000; 442 Grant Ave., Downingtown, $56,000; 1421 Steeplechase 

Way, West Bradford, $85,000; 2 Courtney Lane, Thorndale, $52,900; 701 Brainerd Road, 

Uwchlan, $115,000; 3 Krauser Road, Upper Uwchlan, $102,568; 93 McIlvaine Drive, East Caln, 

$104,000. 



 Mike Remetz, who was a math and physics teacher, basketball coach and director of 

secondary education during his 33 years in the Downingtown School District, announced his 

retirement. He said the “New Math, as far as I’m concerned, was a failure”…because it was “put 

together by pure mathematicians, thinking everyone who learned it would be pure 

mathematicians.” 

 

It’s when East Caln was mostly farmland, in 1937  

 
Tony Madiro is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person, who correctly 

identified the area shown in the aerial photo above, which was taken 80 years ago. The photo 

shows a section of East Caln Township, which is significantly developed today. Along that 

narrow white  horizontal line (Route 30 when it was a two-lane, concrete highway) in the upper 

part of the photo now includes two major shopping centers—Brandywine Square and Ashbridge 

Square—and lots more commercial development. However, the Downingtown Country Club’s 

golf course still provides some green space, as it did in the latter half of the 20
th

 century when it 

was part of the Tabas brothers’ Downingtown Motor Inn property. The lower part of the photo 

includes the PA Railroad tracks and Boot Road. The upper part doesn’t show the Route 30 

Bypass, which wasn’t built until the early 1960s. Today, East Caln is home to many local offices 

and organizations, which had been located in the borough of Downingtown: the Downingtown 

Post Office and the Downingtown Area School District, along Boot Road; and the Downingtown 

Area Senior Center and the Downingtown Area Historical Society on Route 30.   

 



What locals were talking about 85 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in March and April 1932 editions of the 

Downingtown Archive: 

 Sports writer “Pud” Ax’s weekly column focused on when Dowlin Forge, in 1882, was 

the “beautiful spot in the hills was notorious for miles around for its glorious ring battles, and 

great was the punishment that was dealt out to those who ventured into the ring at the Forge.” 

 Local support for a $160,000 bond issue to finance the construction of a junior-senior 

high school declined when the Downingtown Business Club—a precursor of the Chamber of 

Commerce—officially informed the School Board of its opposition to “building an additional 

school, or going into other expansion expenses at this time.” The businessmen also noted that 

school board should “reduce its tax rates, which our people cannot afford under the existing 

circumstances.” 

 More than 400 spaghetti dinners were served at the Italian Fest, sponsored by 

parishioners of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Downingtown and held at the Minquas Fire Co., 

which was decorated for the occasion by the Dooley brothers. Credit for the event’s success went 

to Anthony Ciarlone and his committee. 

 Officers elected to lead the Downingtown Lions Club were Chandler Roberts, president; 

Dr. George Bousum, first vice president; David Stewart, second vice president; John Heffner, 

third vice president; William Ash, secretary; Walter Shepherd, treasurer; Samuel Charles, tail 

twister; and directors Robert Ash, Henry Lillard, Joseph Miller and Corbin Hutchison, 

 Elected to the vestry of St. James Episcopal Church, Downingtown, were Richard 

Ashbridge, John Noll, Gilbert McIlvaine, Chandler Roberts, Logan Rogers, C. H. R. Johnson, W. 

P. Canby, W. W. E. Ash, Joseph Ashbridge, Donald McIlvaine, and William Lloyd. Also, a new 

baptismal font—made of mother of pearl and with silver mountings by a British firm,—was 

blessed by Rev. Paul Musselman. It was donated by Chandler Roberts in memory of Anna 

Roberts, 1879-1928. 

 At DHS, Amos Miley, marching band director, reported that the new blue band 

uniforms, trimmed with gold braid, were expected to be delivered in the summer. And Charles 

Emery, now teaching at Hinkletown, was appointed to be a sixth grade teacher in Downingtown; 

he would become the school district’s supervising principal (superintendent). Also, cheerleaders 

Dorothy Diffenderfer, Helen Hyde, Christine Travaglini, Charles Elston, Ralph Entrekin and 

Joseph Fennelly received their varsity “D” letters at an assembly.  

 Madame Orva, a “great mind reader,” appeared in person between films every night for 

a week at the Roosevelt Theatre on Brandywine Avenue. 

 Francis Tweed, coach of the revitalized (the first since 1924) DHS track program, was 

conducting practice sessions at Kerr Park, and Sam Peck, Bert Jefferis, Glen Wagner and Jack 

McNab were to compete in the Penn Relays. And Bill McAlpine, coach of the DHS baseball 

squad, had been preparing his players for the season opener against Phoenixville by practicing in 

the gym at the Minquas Fire Co., due to the cold, rainy weather. Although volunteers from the 

Lions Club had been getting the clay courts at Kerr Park in shape, “Pud” Ax’s plans to establish 

the first DHS tennis team went awry when the high school’s athletic board learned that the PA 

Interscholastic Athletic Association required all coaches to be certified, full-time teachers in the 

school district. Ax (the Archive’s sports columnist quoted at the top of this section) wouldn’t 

graduate from West Chester State College until 1933.  

 



Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the July 24, 1931 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 

 



In case you missed a Hist-O-Gram in May 
If you missed any of the Hist-O-Grams we published in May, you can access them via the listing 

below:  

May 4: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/May%204%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

May 11: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/May%2011%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

May 18: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/May%2018%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

May 25: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/May%2025%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 
 

Group Photo of the Week 

 
This was the DHS marching band in the fall of 1989. Jennifer Ables and Amber Fernald were 

drum majors. Color guard captains were Carol Tolley, Andi Morris, Lori Lukens, Stephanie 

Sololek, Lee Ann Coulter, Daryl O’Conner, Lynne Augenbaugh and Tara McClure. Percussion 

captains were Darrell Goslin and Michelle Cossetti. Brent Lewis was the director; Ed Otto and 

James Merwin were the co-directors. Other staff members were: Ed Middleton, production 

coordinator; Steven Vincent, Veronica Ferraro, Terry Kramer and Jim Buckley, color guard 

instructors; Kathleen Baroni, Jeff Mecco and Brett Kreiter, marching and music instructors; and 

Dave Rutherford and Garry Gill, drum instructors.  

 

 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/May%204%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/May%204%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/May%2011%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/May%2011%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/May%2018%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/May%2018%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/May%2025%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/May%2025%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf


Clip/Paste sessions slated for Sun. & Tues. 
We’re looking for volunteers to participate in the Historical Society’s clip/paste session, to be 

held from 1-4 PM on Sunday, June 4, and from 6:30-8 PM on Tuesday, June 6. The sessions, 

which involve clipping and pasting newspaper articles for our archival collection, will be held at 

Ashbridge House, our 308-year-old headquarters, next to the Chick-Fil-A restaurant in the 

Ashbridge Shopping Center on Route 30 in East Caln. 

 

 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Dennis Walton and Jay Worrall. Carol Grigson is the archivist. 

  
Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

East Brandywine Community Park Events 
“Sing,” a free, family-friendly movie will be shown at dusk on Friday, Jun 2. Bring your lawn chairs and 

blankets and join us for an evening of fun. Popcorn will be provided for the entire family! 

DNR, a Rock & Roll group from Delaware County, will play at a free concert at 6:30 PM on Friday, June 9.  

Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy five guys who love playing the songs we heard on the FM airways: The Beatles, 

Bruce Springsteen, The Rolling Stones, Steely Dan, Elton John and more. 

The Flatland Drive Bluegrass Band, which blends traditional hard-driving bluegrass with modern stylings will 

play at a concert at 6:30PM on Friday, July 14. This band has shared the stage with bluegrass giants such as The 

Seldom Scene, The Lonesome River Band, Dailey and Vincent and The Boxcars. 
 

Community Festival 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church’s 10

th
 annual Community Festival will be held June 22-24 at 332 Manor Ave., 

Downingtown. Festival hours are 6-10 PM Tuesday thru Thursday and 6-11 PM Friday and Saturday. Fireworks are 

Saturday nite. Wristbands for unlimited rides every nite are available for $20 per person if purchased before June 19 

or for $25 each at the event. Live entertainment includes DeLaSalle String Band, Red Satins, D-Town School of 

Rock, 4 Play Band, and Bull Dogs. Bingo and Bake Sale every nite. Food service always available. 
 

News about Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Iron Industry History in Northern Chester County 
Neil Hobbins, is the historic site manager for Pottsgrove Manor in Montgomery County and former executive 

director at the Mill at Anselma, will give a talk on the “History of the Iron Industry in Northern Chester County” at 7 

PM Thursday, June 1 at Bell Hall, Montgomery School, 1141 Kimberton Road (Route 113), Chester Springs. Prior 

to the speech, there will be a complimentary wine and cheese reception from 6:30 to 7 PM. Cost: $5 per person; no 

charge for members of Mill at Anselma.  
 

Mac & Cheese 
The Thorndale-Downingtown Rotary Club will have its sixth annual Chester County Mac & Cheese Cook-off at 

noon on Sunday, June 4 at Kerr Park in Downingtown. For more details, see: www.macncheesecookoff.com/about/ 

www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.macncheesecookoff.com/about/


Whippets selling mattresses 
The DHS West football is selling Lifestyle Adjustable Bed sleep systems in the Wagner Gym at DHS West from 10 

AM until 5 PM on Saturday, June 10. You can save as much as 50% on new, brand-name mattresses. Funds raised 

on this project used for the team’s equipment and transportation. For more details, see: 

www.facebook.com/thomas.wickersham.31/posts/10209528884763035 
 

Lindbergh Kidnapping 
Historian and educator Ross Kershey will provide a talk about the kidnapping of the Lindberg baby at the 7 PM June 

20 meeting of the West Caln Historical Society, at West Caln Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Hwy., Wagontown. 

The meetings are free and open to the public.  
 

Music at the Mill 
An afternoon of music, food and fun for the whole family will take place at The Mill at Anselma from 3-7 PM on 

Sunday, June 4. Three local bands-- Good 2 Go, Caroline Reese and the Drifting Fifth, and Singles Going Steady-- 

will play over the course of the afternoon/evening. Although The Mill will be closed to general admissions that day, 

event attendees are invited to tour the mill, and watch a milling demonstration. Tickets purchased after May 22
nd

 are 

$40 for adults, and $17 for children 12 and under. An alternative local venue has been designated in case of rain. 

Proceeds will benefit The Mill at Anselma. For tickets and information, call (610)827-1906, email 

Kathy@AnselmaMill.org, go to www.anselmamill.org and click on the event, Music at The Mill. Throughout the 

summer, The Mill is open for tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM. Admission to the Mill is $5 for 

adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14.  Children under 4 are free. The Mill is located on Rt. 401 (1730 

Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Rt. 113 in Chester Springs, PA.   
 

Open Houses in Lionville 
The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Cadwalader House is featuring a guessing game to identify post cards featuring special Pennsylvania sites. 

Prizes will be awarded for the most correctly identified photos. The Moore School is the original one room building 

where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit at historical desks. Authentic schoolbooks can be 

read and children can ring the school bell used to summon them not to be late. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.facebook.com/thomas.wickersham.31/posts/10209528884763035
mailto:Kathy@AnselmaMill.org
http://www.anselmamill.org/
http://www.lymepa.org/
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/www.darc.info/
http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org
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What and Where Is This? 

 

The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on our website’s home page is access to an archive of every edition of 

the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

You also can find on the right side of the home page of our website, 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, access to: Hist-O-Gram Archives, which provides 

access to every Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


It’s the Chestnut Street Bridge 

 
Ben Bruton is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who correctly identified 

the site in the photo above as the 212-foot, two-lane Chestnut Street Bridge, which spans 

between Downingtown and East Caln. Originally built in 1927, the “structurally deficient” 

bridge is slated to be replaced with improvements in 2017. 

And here’s some interesting info on the bridge, provided by Jim Sundman, local railroad 

historian and vice president of the Downingtown Area Historical Society:  

The tracks under the bridge were the scene of an 18-car freight train derailment in August 

1936. During the clearing of the wreckage, one of the train cars caught fire. The fire spread to 

another car which was hauling naphthalene and was located very close to, or under, the 

Chestnut Street Bridge. As a result, the bridge caught fire and was severely damaged and had to 

be torn down. In fact, in the 1937 aerial photograph in our May 25 Hist-O-Gram, there was no 

bridge there. It stayed that way until 1939, when the Pennsylvania Railroad finished 

electrification of the line and a new bridge was built. It had to be built at the correct height for 

the catenary lines. So the bridge in the photo actually was built in 1939. And it’s likely the bridge 

would have been replaced anyway, for the electrification project if it hadn't been damaged in the 

1936 fire. 

And when that fire occurred, another car carrying gun powder also caught fire. Two railroad 

workers became heroes after they coupled a locomotive to this car and brought it down the 

tracks to awaiting firemen who then put out the flames. 

Also, Sundman has been producing a series of fantastic “Then and Now” photos which 

enable you to see an old shot of a local site morph into what that site looks like today. One of the 

recent additions to the series (#38) is an aerial map of the East Caln area in 1937, which was the 

“Where & What Is This?” photo in the May 25 edition of our Hist-O-Grams. That map photo 

morphs into what that area looked like in 2014, including the identification of roads and some 

well-known sites located there today. That photo, along with all the others, can be viewed on our 

Facebook page or you can see them on our YouTube 

channel:  www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw. 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw
http://historicbridges.org/bridges/browser/?bridgebrowser=pennsylvania/chestnutstdtown/#photosvideos


Downingtown area news published in the 

Philadelphia Inquirer more than 100 years ago 
May 25, 1893: Rev. A. G. Wilson, former pastor of First Baptist Church, Downingtown, was 

arrested for forgery in West Chester. 

March 19, 1899: Officers of the newly formed Downingtown Athletic Association, were A. P. 

Ringwalt, president; Herbert Ash, secretary; and Howard Sides, treasurer. 

November 12, 1902: Early plans for the Downingtown Opera House (later the Roosevelt 

Theatre on Brandywine Avenue) included stores on the first floor and a stage and theatre seating 

on the second floor. 

February 14. 1905: The purpose for a meeting held at the Second Baptist Church in 

Philadelphia was to establish an industrial school for colored students in Pennsylvania, similar to 

the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, headed by Booker T. Washington. “A farm with excellent 

buildings’ had been purchased in East Brandywine, where the Downingtown Industrial and 

Agricultural school was expected to be opened by April 1.   

March 14, 1905: Four burglars were caught trying to steal goods in the wee hours of the 

morning from J. Hunter Woods’ general store, at the intersection of East Lancaster and Uwchlan 

Avenues in Downingtown. Several neighbors, who were awakened by the culprits, surrounded 

the store and called for the thieves to surrender. One of the bandits was shot in the arm by Joseph 

Matthewson, a neighbor, when the four burglars tried to escape from the scene. All four received 

10-year prison sentences.   

August 21, 1907: The source of pollution of Brandywine Creek in the West Chester area was 

found to be a section of Downingtown, where 19 “water closets” and a large quantity of refuse 

from a dyeing mill were being emptied into the stream. 

April 29, 1907: B. Reed Henderson, “a splendid, young catcher and a heavy hitter,” signed to 

play for the Downingtown team in the Chester County Baseball League. The team played on the 

diamond at the former Kerr’s Racetrack, at the intersection of Boot Road and Brandywine 

Avenue in Downingtown. Henderson, who had attended Indiantown School and Wallace 

Township High School in Glen Moore, eventually became principal of West Chester High 

School, and later was the school’s namesake. 

June 17. 1907: The paper company, owned by Charles Robinson at Dorlan’s Mill in Uwchlan, 

was destroyed by fire.  

April 21, 1908: Downingtown had a baseball team comprised of Italian players, who practiced 

every afternoon in a section of the borough later known as Johnsontown. The article also noted, 

“The colored boys also have a team and practice on the same ground.”  

November 11, 1908: Downingtown was one of the places in Chester and Delaware Counties, 

where local farmers could participate in the Pennsylvania Railroad’s Educational Day, when the 

"Farmers' Special" trains stopped at small towns in Eastern Pennsylvania, and participating 

farmers had an opportunity to hear two lectures on agricultural topics, offered by college 

professors, in special passenger train cars. 

May 8, 1910: The new school on West Lancaster Avenue, Downingtown, which initially was 

known as the Central School and taught students in grades 1 through 12, was dedicated. Since it 

cost $58,000 to build the school and the borough had appropriated $60,000 for the construction, 

the School Board turned $2,000 back to the borough.  In 1932, the building housed the West 

Ward Elementary School; it was razed in 1958. 

 



Group Photo of the Week 

 
Members of the 1923-24 DHS boys’ basketball team, which won the Chester County 

championship that season, were, left to right: first row, Lewis Laird, George “Dink” Irwin 

(captain), Charles “Reds” Deets; second row, Carl Smith, Aaron McGowan, Russell Baldwin; 

third row, William Dague (manager), Joe Moran, Earl Drake, and Harvey Fishburn, coach. Irwin 

briefly played professional basketball in 1929, for the Cleveland team in the American 

Basketball League.   

 

 

 



What locals were talking about 52 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local papers in early February 1965: 

 The Downingtown Area Joint School Board unanimously agreed to participate in the 

proposed Chester County Vocational High School, which also include students from West 

Chester, Coatesville schools and districts in the southern part of the county. 

 Downingtown’s Borough Council and the mayor “again figuratively skated around on the 

proposed ice rink in Kerr Park.” Councilman Thomas Courtless, also president of the Lions 

Club, said the club would underwrite “most of the cost” of the proposed rink. However, after 

Mayor Creston Shoemaker continued to express concerns about safety issues, it was decided that 

the mayor should continue studying the feasibility of a park rink. Shoemaker also pushed for a 

new police car. “The one we have now is forever breaking down, leaking oil, and throwing gears. 

Fortunately, there hasn’t been an emergency, so far, while the police car was up on the blocks.” 

 After reviewing plans to purchase 11.2 acres of land, near the church cemetery on Route 

322, from Mr. and Mrs. James Manley, members of East Brandywine Baptist Church elected 

these leaders: Robert Gibson, Francis Summers, and Marvin Zynn, trustees; Raymond Fry, junior 

trustee; Edward Crane, William Mendenhall and Joan Siever, deacons; Dick Rutherford and John 

Crane, junior deacons; Miriam Beale and Virginia Faddis, Christian education board; Everett 

Henderson and Carrie Mendenhall, advisory council; Sara Trumbower, church school secretary; 

Florence McKeever, church clerk; Joyce Arters, treasurer; and Mabel Yoder, financial secretary.  

 Lewis Pyle, of the Alert Fire Co., and John McAlpine, of the Minquas Fire Co., were 

named the Downingtown Fire Company’s Firemen of the Year.  

 Elected as officers of the Churchwomen of St. James Episcopal Church, Downingtown, 

were Mrs. Fred Seibert, president; Mrs. Guy Jordan, vice president; Mrs. Paul Pollock, treasurer; 

Mrs. Warren Radcliffe, corresponding secretary; and Mrs. Thomas Lee, recording secretary. 

 Officers elected by the congregation of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in Lionville 

were Harry Levering, elder; James McClung, deacon; Everett Wilson, trustee; and Mrs. Paul 

Evans, financial secretary. 

 New members of the Downingtown Junior Woman’s Club were Mrs. Donald LaRose, 

Mrs. Richard Byerly, Mrs. Harold Sweigart, Mrs. Cary Pittman, Mrs. Robert Culers, Mrs. Joseph 

Piergiovanni and Mrs. George Patrylak. 

 Mrs. Robert Norris, newly elected president of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Minquas Fire 

Co., appointed these committee chairmen: Mrs. Pierce Pendergrast, hospitality; Mrs. Benjamin 

Summers, games and publicity; and Mrs. Edward Nichols, kitchen supplies. 

 Elected as officers of Fairview United Presbyterian Church, Glen Moore, were elders 

Richard Clemmer, Kenneth Comstock and Edward Kalemjian, and trustees Harold Hannum, 

Charles Roulston, Howard Galt and William Wilson.  

 Tom Price canned 27 points and Ken Sigle tallied 17, as the DHS boys’ basketball team 

knocked Owen J. Roberts out of first place in the Ches-Mont League standings. Three days later, 

the Whippets forced Pottstown into overtime before succumbing to the Trojans 70-68. Len 

Collier led the Whippets with 19 points, and Roy Nellius and Sigle scored 16 and 13, 

respectively. And it took two overtimes until Downingtown edged Spring-Ford 56-55. 

 DHS varsity wrestlers, who demonstrated techniques at a high school assembly, 

included Jay Rambo, Will Marion, Mark Stephenson, Ed Hiltebeitel, Larry Smedley, Wilbur 

McQueen Jack Trego, Richard Myers, Joe Gara, Phil Stong, Rich McCabe and Jim Klunk. 

 



Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn 

and Jay Worrall. Carol Grigson is the archivist.  

 

 

Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

This ad was originally published in the February 15, 1950 edition of the Daily Local News. 

 



 
Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

East Brandywine Community Park Events 
DNR, a Rock & Roll group from Delaware County, will play at a free concert at 6:30 PM on Friday, June 9.  

Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy five guys who love playing the songs we heard on the FM airways: The Beatles, 

Bruce Springsteen, The Rolling Stones, Steely Dan, Elton John and more. 

The Flatland Drive Bluegrass Band, which blends traditional hard-driving bluegrass with modern stylings will 

play at a concert at 6:30PM on Friday, July 14. This band has shared the stage with bluegrass giants such as The 

Seldom Scene, The Lonesome River Band, Dailey and Vincent and The Boxcars. 
 

5K for Aidan Run/Walk 
The 5K for Aidan Run/Walk for Heart Safe Communities will be held on Saturday, June 17 at Kerr Park and the 

Struble Trail in Downingtown. Registration ends June 15. For details see: www.5KforAidanJ.com 
 

Community Festival 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church’s 10th annual Community Festival will be held June 20-24 at 332 Manor Ave., 

Downingtown. Festival hours are 6-10 PM Tuesday thru Thursday and 6-11 PM Friday and Saturday. Fireworks are 

Friday nite; rain date: Saturday nite. Wristbands for unlimited rides every nite are available for $20 per person if 

purchased before June 19 or for $25 each at the event. Live entertainment includes DeLaSalle String Band, Red 

Satins, D-Town School of Rock, 4 Play Band, and Bull Dogs. Bingo and Bake Sale every nite. Food service always 

available. 
 

News about Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Whippets selling mattresses 
The DHS West football is selling Lifestyle Adjustable Bed sleep systems in the Wagner Gym at DHS West from 10 

AM until 5 PM on Saturday, June 10. You can save as much as 50% on new, brand-name mattresses. Funds raised 

on this project used for the team’s equipment and transportation. For more details, see: 

www.facebook.com/thomas.wickersham.31/posts/10209528884763035 
 

Lindbergh Kidnapping 
Historian and educator Ross Kershey will provide a talk about the kidnapping of the Lindberg baby at the 7 PM 

Tuesday, June 20 meeting of the West Caln Historical Society, at West Caln Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Hwy., 

Wagontown. The meetings are free and open to the public.  
 

Colonial Children’s Day  
The Mill at Anselma, on Rt. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Rt. 113 in Chester Springs, will host an 

onsite Colonial Children’s Day full of family fun and learning, from 10 AM to 4 PM on Saturday, June 10. In 

addition to tours of the Mill, children can enjoy the Penns Woods Puppet Theatre, Ice Cream Making, Colonial toys, 

Colonial Cheese Making and a blacksmithing demonstration.  

The Mill will also provide grinding demonstrations throughout the day. Visitors will hear the rumble of the 

Colonial-era wooden gears, watch the power of the 16ft steel water wheel, and feel the corn meal as it pours out of 

the mill stones. The Mill, (ca. 1747) served its local agricultural community for nearly 300 years and is considered 

the most complete example of a Colonial-era custom grist mill in the United States.   

Admission to the Mill at Anselma is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14.  Children under 4 

are free.  For more information, contact the Mill at Anselma at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or 

visit www.anselmamill.org. The Mill is open for tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM. Admission 

is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  
 

 

http://www.5kforaidanj/
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.facebook.com/thomas.wickersham.31/posts/10209528884763035
mailto:info@anselmamill.org
http://www.anselmamill.org/


 

Open Houses in Lionville 
The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Cadwalader House is featuring a guessing game to identify post cards featuring special Pennsylvania sites. 

Prizes will be awarded for the most correctly identified photos. The Moore School is the original one room building 

where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit at historical desks. Authentic schoolbooks can be 

read and children can ring the school bell used to summon them not to be late. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

 

http://www.lymepa.org/
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/www.darc.info/
http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org
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What and Where Is This? 

 
The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


What was happening here 36 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in the latter part of June 

1981: 

 Chester County Judge D. T. Marrone ruled that the Marchwood Cinema in Uwchlan 

could continue to show x-rated films, despite objections by Bernard Hankin, owner of the 

Marchwood Shopping Center, and several local civic groups. 

 A group of parents asked the Downingtown Area School Board to establish boys’ and 

girls’ swim teams at DHS. At the time, only two Chester County high schools had swim 

teams—Coatesville and O. J. Roberts. Based on paying $35 an hour to rent a pool for the teams’ 

practices and home meets; $2,775 to pay coaches; $1,855 for bus transportation for meets and 

practices, and spending $1,500 for swim suits, goggles and other equipment, the school district 

estimated that it would cost $10,000 to conduct the swim team programs. A committee to pursue 

the issue was expected to come to report its findings at the July 8 board meeting.    

 Downingtown would be the site of the sole Independence Day parade that was part of 

Chester County’s Tricentennial celebration in 1982. Borough Council to bankroll the parade 

with a $6,000 loan, according to Don Greenleaf, chairman of the borough’s Tricentennial 

Committee. Bill Mason was the parade chairman.  

 Downing Center’s new management expressed interest in the Downingtown Library 

moving into the shopping center on East Pennsylvania Avenue. Vince DiEuliis, Borough Council 

president, said the matter was solely the private library company’s option, but added: “If it all 

works out, it would be very good for Downing Center, very good for the library. And very good 

for the people who use the library.”  

 These piano students, who take lessons from Barbara Roberts of Downingtown, 

participated in a recital: Kenny Kramer, Joanne Edwards, Melissa Bolton, Laura Sullivan, Dana 

Fieni, Jennifer Spaulding, Susan Hubbard, Kristin Barnett and Mike Barnett. 

 Newly elected officers of the St. Joseph’s Catholic School Home and School 

Association were Elise Brennan, president; Bill Hee, vice president; Pat McBride, treasurer; 

Mike McBride, recording secretary; Betty Flynn, corresponding secretary. 

 Recent property transfers included: 501 Ground Hog College Road, West Bradford, 

$184,000; 229 Prospect Ave., Downingtown, $45,600; 101 Worthington Drive, Uwchlan, 

$71,000; 51 North Woodmont Drive, East Caln, $79,900; 107 Helm Way, East Brandywine, 

$81,656; 4 Lafayette Circle, $125,000; 132 North Locust Lane, West Whiteland, $63,500; 3309 

Sylva Drive, Thorndale, $60,000. 

 Groundbreaking for the new Downingtown United Methodist Church on East 

Lancaster Avenue was held on June 28. Easter Sunday in 1982 was the projected completion 

date.  

 

Brief, but important 
1. You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites on 

our YouTube channel:  www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw. 

2. Correction for June 8 Hist-O-Gram: Members of the Downingtown Fire Department, who 

received Fireman of the Year awards in 1965 were Lewis Pyle of the Alert Fire Co. and Jack 

McAlpine of the Minquas Fire Co. 

http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw


 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on our website’s home page is access to an archive of every edition of 

the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

You also can find on the right side of the home page of our website, 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, access to: Hist-O-Gram Archives, which provides 

access to every Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

 

 

 

It’s the Whitford Railroad Bridge marker 

 

Richard Kiester is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who correctly 

identified the site in the photo above as the marker for the now abandoned Whitford Railroad 

Bridge. The exceptionally long—375 feet—truss bridge, at Whitford Road, was part of the 

Pennsylvania Railroad’s Philadelphia & Thorndale Branch, a low-grade freight line, which 

circumvented train bottlenecks near Philadelphia. The line apparently operated as recently as the 

late 1980s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


Vintage Ad of the Week 

    
 

  This ad was originally published in the October 2, 1931 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 

 

 

 



 

What was happening here 85 years ago  
Noted below are items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in May and June 1932: 

 After several planned construction cost items were reduced, the State Department of 

Internal Affairs finally approved the school district’s $160,000 bond issue, to be used to build a 

new senior-junior high school on a 15-acre site on Manor Ave (currently the STEM Academy). 

The H. John Homan Co. of Philadelphia had the lowest general contractor bid, $97,157, and 

Downingtown’s J. W. Maxwell & Son won the plumbing contract, $7,313. Borough residents 

were not hit with a tax increase to pay for the new school. In fact, the school directors had 

recently reduced the real estate rate by one mill because of the continued slumping economy 

during the Depression era. They claimed the school board could handle the debt on the building, 

because revenues realized from student tuition fees, paid by surrounding township school 

districts, were expected to continue to increase—especially since the new, larger facility could 

accommodate more pupils. 

 Sixty-four students in the DHS Class of 1932 participated in commencement exercises 

at the Roosevelt Theatre in Downingtown. Awards presented during the ceremonies included: 

Charles Elston, class president, and Mary Bareford, valedictorian, DHS Alumni Association 

scholarship; Thomas Brookover, salutatorian gold medal; Mike Mento, Hutchison athletic award; 

and Jack Lamping, faculty award for versatility. During advancement exercises for 69 eighth 

graders who were promoted to the junior high school, the American Legion medals were 

presented to Earl Shirk and Dorothy Garrett. A string quartet—comprised of Marjorie Holman, 

Lena Shaw, Antoinette Duca and Zillah Shaw—played two numbers. 

 The Downingtown Lions Club’s Welfare Committee reported that a total of $2,812 had 

been distributed to 117 local families. The Lions also were making plans for a Welfare Carnival 

to be held in July. Featured entertainment at the carnival was to be a monkey circus, according to 

William McAlpine, Carnival chairman. Another reflection of the impact of the Great Depression, 

the price members of the Lions Club paid for meals at their meeting was reduced to 75 cents.  

 In addition to traditional Memorial Day ceremonies at Northwood Cemetery and St. 

Joseph’s Cemetery, Downingtown’s American Legion Post staged an Athletic Field Day for 

local kids at Kerr Park on May 30. 

 A bright spot in the borough’s business section was a plan for the opening of a five and 

ten cent store on the former site of Harry Reed’s variety store, 119 East Lancaster Ave.  

 

 

 

How to trace your home’s history 
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on: 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_De

edAbstract.pdf 

 

 

 

 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_DeedAbstract.pdf
http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_DeedAbstract.pdf


Group Photo of the Week 

This is a photo of the DHS Class of 1950, taken while the students, listed below, were 

sophomores. 

 
 
 



Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Help Raise the Flag 
The Downingtown-Thorndale Regional Chamber of Commerce, through its Chester County Friends of the Flag 

Committee, is offering a fantastic opportunity to proudly display your patriotism, with the purchase of a Star, with 

your business name or personal name to be displayed on the front window of Dane Decor on East Lancaster Avenue 

in Downingtown through the Fourth of July. Up to 50 stars will be sold at $50 each, benefiting the care 

and maintenance fund for the 120 foot flag pole in Kerr Park, and the purchase of new flags (giant 30x60 American 

Flag flown on holidays and smaller 15x25 flag flown on other days of the year). 

For more info, see: http://dtrcc.com/RaiseTheFlag.html 
 

Summer Jam Series 
The Downingtown Main Street Association’s third annual Summer Jam series at Kerr Park in Downingtown will 

begin on Friday night, June 30. In addition to the music, the jams will include craft and food vendors. For more info, 

see: www.downingtownmainstreet.com/ 

 

East Brandywine Community Park Events 
The Flatland Drive Bluegrass Band, which blends traditional hard-driving bluegrass with modern stylings will play 

at a concert at 6:30PM on Friday, July 14. This band has shared the stage with bluegrass giants such as The Seldom 

Scene, The Lonesome River Band, Dailey and Vincent and The Boxcars. 
 

5K for Aidan Run/Walk 
The 5K for Aidan Run/Walk for Heart Safe Communities will be held on Saturday, June 17 at Kerr Park and the 

Struble Trail in Downingtown. Registration ends June 15. For details see: www.5KforAidanJ.com 
 

Community Festival 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church’s 10th annual Community Festival will be held June 20-24 at 332 Manor Ave., 

Downingtown. Festival hours are 6-10 PM Tuesday thru Thursday and 6-11 PM Friday and Saturday. Fireworks are 

Friday night; rain date: Saturday night. Wristbands for unlimited rides every night are available for $20 per person if 

purchased before June 19 or for $25 each at the event. Live entertainment includes DeLaSalle String Band, Red 

Satins, D-Town School of Rock, 4 Play Band, and Bull Dogs. Bingo and Bake Sale every night. Food service 

always available. 
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Lindbergh Kidnapping 
Historian and educator Ross Kershey will provide a talk about the kidnapping of the Lindbergh baby at the 7 PM 

Tuesday, June 20 meeting of the West Caln Historical Society, at West Caln Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Hwy., 

Wagontown. The meetings are free and open to the public.  
 

Colonial Children’s Day  
Visitors to The Mill at Anselma, on Rt. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, 

will hear the rumble of the Colonial-era wooden gears, watch the power of the 16-ft steel water wheel, and feel the 

corn meal as it pours out of the mill stones. The Mill, (ca. 1747) served its local agricultural community for nearly 

300 years and is considered the most complete example of a Colonial-era custom grist mill in the United 

States. Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are 

free.  For more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or 

visit www.anselmamill.org. The Mill is open for tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM. Admission 

is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

http://dtrcc.com/RaiseTheFlag.html
www.downingtownmainstreet.com/
http://www.5kforaidanj/
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/
mailto:info@anselmamill.org
http://www.anselmamill.org/


The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Cadwalader House is featuring a guessing game to identify post cards featuring special Pennsylvania sites. 

Prizes will be awarded for the most correctly identified photos. The Moore School is the original one room building 

where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit at historical desks. Authentic schoolbooks can be 

read and children can ring the school bell used to summon them not to be late. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

 

 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

 

 

 

http://www.lymepa.org/
file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/www.darc.info/
http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org
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What and Where Is This? 

 

The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 

 

Access to “Then & Now” photo sequences 
You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites on our 

YouTube channel:  www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw. 

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


What locals were talking about 67 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local newspapers in the early part of March 1950: 

 Members of the Downingtown branch of the NAACP attended a Downingtown School 

Board meeting to discuss planned elimination of segregation in the district’s two elementary 

schools. The board had decided in February to end segregated program with the closing of the 

1949-50 school year. The board also reviewed plans for the construction of an addition to the 

junior-senior high school (now the STEM Academy) on Manor venue, which would include 11 

classrooms, two industrial arts shops and a drafting classroom, a music room, and a faculty room  

 Six officials from Upper Uwchlan Township, who attended the convention of the 

Chester County Supervisors and Auditors, included Oscar Darlington, Edward Seaboldt, Frances 

Funderwhite, Herman Arters, Walter McCardell and Thomas Eastwood. 

 DHS cagers Jack Helm and Ron Hogg were named to the Suburban Conference’s 

Section Three all-star team. 

 Elected as officers of the Downingtown Branch of the Red Cross were: William Gibbs, 

chairman; Mrs. John Miller, vice chairman; Mrs. William Reed, secretary; and Mrs. William 

Mahood, treasurer.  

 Mrs. John Shrader, organist, presented a recital on the new organ at Glen Moore 

Methodist Church, where a pulpit also was being installed. 

 New officers of the Chester County Hospital’s Marshallton auxiliary were Geraldine 

Coy, president; Mrs. John Chatley, vice president; Mrs. Guy Hayman, secretary; Mrs. Charles 

Tanguy, corresponding secretary; and Mrs. Fred Hoopes, treasurer.  

 Nancy Hope, Florence Smith, Rosalie Clinger and Joan Quartucci--students at Prospect 

School in the Upper Uwchlan School District--sang several songs at a meeting of the Lyndell 

Temperance League. 

 Elected as leaders of the Ladies Auxiliary of St. Anthony’s Lodge were Mrs. Samuel 

Mento, president; Margaret Sciarretta, vice president; Mrs. Joseph Mento, secretary; and 

Florence Mascherino, treasurer. And over 500 enjoyed the Auxiliary’s minstrel, which starred  

Eva Taraschi, Laura Reutter, Mary Sbei, Mary Ciarlone, Josephine Manetta, Mary Cortelessa, 

Geraldine Marino, Theresa Mascherino, Mary Valente, Jane Sciarretta, Mena Williams, Rockine 

Francella, Theresa Capriotti, Jospephine Pizii, Batty Gara, Virginia Muzii, Delia Ippolito  and 

Florence DiLuca,   

 Newly elected officers of the Downingtown Sportsmen’s Club were Edward Dunmore, 

president; Yerkes Peoples, vice president; James Summers, secretary; George Aumiller; and 

directors Amos Summers, Michael Mento and Daniel Rothas. 

 Lionville Cub Scouts who were promoted to Boy Scout Troop 19 included: Jack 

Stewart, Roberts Peoples, Donnie LaRose, Marvin Jenkins, Larry Stine, Jerry Stinson, Larry 

Reed, Jack Benner and Dennie Ellmore. 

 Featured roles in the DHS Senior Class production of “Don’t Blame Me” were played by 

Joseph Streamer, Rose Formica, Leo Ciarlone, Frank Di Pietro, Eleanor Detterline, Ann 

Hutchison, Albert Palmeteer, Charles Rhinier, Pat Patterson, Agnes Pomanto, Joan Lenhardt, 

Mabel Summers, Bob Burns and Louise Bartelmo. 

 The homes of Mrs. Edith Thompson and Scott Reifsnyder, at 225 and 227 Mary Street in 

the borough, were gutted by fire. Quick action by Downingtown firefighters probably saved the 

entire block of semidetached, frame homes.    

 



Group Photo of the Week 

 
The DHS Class of 1957 recently held its 60th Reunion. Classmates who attended included, left 

to right: first row,  Janet Bowman Hannum, Vivian Beale Strouth, Ruth Brookover, Mary Jane 

Fenimore, Judy Orr Collier; second row,  Helen Pannebaker Carr, Beverly Laird McCarty, 

Elizabeth Rigg Latshaw, Shirley Woodward Hannum, Marjorie Lawn Gazzola, Susie Norris 

McClure, Jeanne Charles Fox; third row, Warren Reese, Charles Kalemjian, Tom McFadden, 

Clarence Watson Bowman, Robert Butch Hamilton, Joel Gee, Doug Hedrick, Dominic 

Mattioni, Joe Bird, Frank Schweibenz. Attendees not pictured: Bob McClure and Ross Ney. 

 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on our website’s home page is access to an archive of every edition of 

the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

You also can find on the right side of the home page of our website, 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, access to: Hist-O-Gram Archives, which provides 

access to every Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


Unique perspectives on Downingtown in the Inquirer in 1913 

 
 

 



Vintage Ad of the Week 

              

     This Ad was originally published in the May 8, 1931 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 

 



It’s Windsor Baptist Church 

 

Dan Lindley is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who correctly identified 

the site in the 1945 photo above as the Windsor Baptist Church in Upper Uwchlan. Windsor 

Baptist was organized by Rev, Josiah Philips in 1833, and the first church was built on Little 

Conestoga Road that year, according to The Upper Uwchlan, A Place Betwixt and Between, 

written by Estelle Cremers and Pamela Shenk, and published in 1999 by the Tri-County Heritage 

Society. The two-story church was reconstructed in 1969. In 1990, the church was rebuilt, with 

an educational wing, including 28 classroom and an elevator, which is now known as the 

Windsor Christian Academy. 

 

 

How to trace your home’s history 
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on: 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_De

edAbstract.pdf 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_DeedAbstract.pdf
http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_DeedAbstract.pdf


 

 
Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Links for the Library Golf Outing 
Downingtown Library will hold its third annual Links for the Library 18-hole golf outing on Monday, July 31 at 

Whtiford Country Club. The event includes lunch and a dinner reception. All proceeds will go to the Downingtown 

Library. For more info, contact Mary Larsen at: mlars315@gmail.com.     
 

Help Raise the Flag 
The Downingtown-Thorndale Regional Chamber of Commerce, through its Chester County Friends of the Flag 

Committee, is offering a fantastic opportunity to proudly display your patriotism, with the purchase of a Star, with 

your business name or personal name to be displayed on the front window of Dane Decor on East Lancaster Avenue 

in Downingtown through the Fourth of July. Up to 50 stars will be sold at $50 each, benefiting the care 

and maintenance fund for the 120 foot flag pole in Kerr Park, and the purchase of new flags (giant 30x60 American 

Flag flown on holidays and smaller 15x25 flag flown on other days of the year). 

For more info, see: http://dtrcc.com/RaiseTheFlag.html 
 

Summer Jam Series 
The Downingtown Main Street Association’s third annual Summer Jam series at Kerr Park in Downingtown will 

begin on Friday night, June 30. In addition to the music, the jams will include craft and food vendors. For more info, 

see: www.downingtownmainstreet.com/ 
 

East Brandywine Community Park Events 
The Flatland Drive Bluegrass Band, which blends traditional hard-driving bluegrass with modern stylings will play 

at a concert at 6:30PM on Friday, July 14. This band has shared the stage with bluegrass giants such as The Seldom 

Scene, The Lonesome River Band, Dailey and Vincent and The Boxcars. 
 

Community Festival 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church’s 10th annual Community Festival will be held June 20-24 at 332 Manor Ave., 

Downingtown. Festival hours are 6-10 PM Tuesday thru Thursday and 6-11 PM Friday and Saturday. Fireworks are 

Friday night; rain date: Saturday night. Wristbands for unlimited rides every night are available for $20 per person if 

purchased before June 19 or for $25 each at the event. Live entertainment includes DeLaSalle String Band, Red 

Satins, D-Town School of Rock, 4 Play Band, and Bull Dogs. Bingo and Bake Sale every night. Food service 

always available. 
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Mill at Anselma  
Visitors to The Mill at Anselma, on Rt. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, 

will hear the rumble of the Colonial-era wooden gears, watch the power of the 16-ft steel water wheel, and feel the 

corn meal as it pours out of the mill stones. The Mill, (ca. 1747) served its local agricultural community for nearly 

300 years and is considered the most complete example of a Colonial-era custom grist mill in the United 

States. Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are 

free.  For more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or 

visit www.anselmamill.org. The Mill is open for tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM. Admission 

is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  
 

Open Houses in Lionville 
The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

mailto:mlars315@gmail.com
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the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Cadwalader House is featuring a guessing game to identify post cards featuring special Pennsylvania sites. 

Prizes will be awarded for the most correctly identified photos. The Moore School is the original one room building 

where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit at historical desks. Authentic schoolbooks can be 

read and children can ring the school bell used to summon them not to be late. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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What and Where Is This? 

 

The first person to correctly identify the scene in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your response to: dahs19335@gmail.com.  

 
 

Access to historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 
You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites on our 

YouTube channel:  www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw. 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org              

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw
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What locals were talking about 52 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local papers in the latter part of February 1965: 

 The Downingtown Ministerium voted to oppose proposed legislation, which provided 

public funds for parochial school busing. The local ministers said in a resolution: “We support 

the strengthening of the position of the public schools and oppose any use of public funds for the 

support of sectarian or private schools. Since busing is clearly an educational function, rather 

than one of health, welfare and safety, we are opposed to the bills presently before the 

Pennsylvania Senate seeking funds for parochial school busing.” 

 Downingtown Paper Co. bought Wilson Paper Box Co. of Richmond, VA. The local 

producer of folding box packaging had purchased the Simplex Paper Box Co, of Lancaster, in 

1957. And the paperboard manufacturing division of DOPACO signed a three-year contract with 

the Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill Workers Union, which provided an average wage increase of 

five cents an hour the first year, as well as improved medical insurance and vacation benefits. 

 Robert Shannon, operator of the Downingtown Airport, in West Bradford, received an 

Achievement Award from the Aero Club of Chester County 

 Gina Myers, Pat Whitely, Rojayne Ellis, Betty Mercer and James Schofield of DHS were 

chosen to sing in a chorus festival, involving 160 high school students from Chester and 

Delaware Counties. And DHS senior Robin Mattison was named the high school’s 1965 Betty 

Crocker Homemaker of Tomorrow, making her eligible for state and national honors. 

 Elected as officers of the Downingtown Rotary Club were Stephen MacNeil, president; 

Bill Balderston, first vice president; Cheston Hall, second vice president; Ernest Smedley, 

secretary; Lloyd Swarner, treasurer; and directors Bill Bender, Charles Gabron and Jim 

McCahon. 

 Receiving recognition at a court of honor conducted by Boy Scout Troop 83, of Lionville, 

were Robert Baker, Gary Cross, David Coover, Gary Marinelli, Daniel Hayes, Thomas Shreiner, 

Steve Behrndt, James Young and James Rowan,  

 Members of a DHS debating team, who participated in a competition at Kennett Area 

High School, included Carl Harper, Stephen Hendry, David Seel, Susan Lipscombe, William 

Latoff, Sandra Irwin, Carol French and Harold Ellis.  

 Elected as leaders of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Lionville, were Robert 

Worthington, vice president; Harry Levering, elder; James McClung, deacon; Mrs. Paul Evans, 

financial secretary; and Everett Wilson, trustee. 

 Members of Girl Scout Troop 172, which met at Brandywine-Wallace School, included 

Paula Raysor, Barbara Zinn, Barbara Miller, Connie Matthews, Cherylene Nellius, Melinda 

King, Patsy Baldwin, Joanne Riffey, Joan Layne, Donna Fryberger, Linda Slater, Karla Johnson, 

Mary Rusden, Merle Decovny, Sharon Smith, Sherry Davidge, Linda McGirk, Diane Yost, 

Debra Alexander, Pamela and Debra Whiteman, Susan Dixon, Mary McLyman, Jackie Cozzone, 

Rosalinde Herrington, Debbie Mertz, Robin Radcliff, Linda Stillwell, Sandy Fry, Anne Johnson, 

Susan Nailor, Dawn Coy, Teresa Vandermark, Cindy Baker and Sharee Johnson.  

 Second graders at East Ward School, Downingtown, who presented a St. Valentine’s 

Day themed assembly program, included Charles Stoviak, Larry Bricker, Tracy Byford, Robin 

Davis, Caroline Dunn, Stephen Forbes, Lisa Henry, Casey Hockenberry, John Kohlhas, Vernon 

Lee, William Merkel, Timothy Mullen, Patricia Powell, William Renshaw, Nikki Rodkey, 

Daniel Sack, Deborah Schrumpf, Ann Story, Harry Troupe, Ricky Wise and Thomas Young. 



  DHS wrestler Mark Stephenson captured the 112-pound sectional championship in an 

upset win over the reigning champ. Jay Rambo, another Whippet grappler, reached the semi-final 

in the 95-pound competition. 

 A “sky-high” DHS boys’ basketball team nearly upset league-leader West Chester, as the 

Whippets rallied in the final stanza to bring the score to 70-65 when the game ended. 

Downingtown’s top scorers were Len Collier and Jim Price, 17 points each; and Ken Sigle, 15 

points.  

 

It’s the former Fox Chase Inn in Exton 

Kim Collins is a truly perceptive scholar because she was the first person to correctly identify the 

site in the photo above as the former Fox Chase Inn, at the intersection of Swedesford and Ship 

Roads in West Whiteland, near the Church Farm School. Built in 1765, it was the first “public 

house” in the township, serving locals and weary travelers until 1800. In 1984, the property was 

added to the National Register of Historic Places. For more info on the site, see: 

www.dot7.state.pa.us/CRGIS_Attachments/SiteResource/H064549_01D.pdf. 

 

Clip/Paste session slated for Sunday 
We’re looking for volunteers to participate in the Historical Society’s monthly clip/paste session, 

to be held from 1-4 PM on Sunday, July 2, at Ashbridge House, our 308-year-old headquarters, 

next to the Chick-Fil-A restaurant in the Ashbridge Shopping Center on Route 30 in East Caln. 

http://www.dot7.state.pa.us/CRGIS_Attachments/SiteResource/H064549_01D.pdf


 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also on the on the right side of the home page of our website, you’ll find 

access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we have published since 2010. 

 

Local news published more than 100 years ago 
June 22, 1912: Fourteen freight cars transporting livestock on the low-grade of the Pennsylvania 

Railroad was wrecked near Downingtown after the locomotive encountered a broken switch. 

Although none of train crew was injured, “a force of Downingtown butchers hurried to the scene 

and the maimed animals were killed, and the beef and pork will be sold cheap.” (Duluth News-

Tribune) 
 

April 1, 1913: Members of the newly organized DHS track team included Charles Way 

(captain), Raymond Greenleaf, Howard Simmons, John Gray, Horace Buchanan, Charles Philips, 

Roger Larkin, Harry Laudenbush and Norman Brown. (Philadelphia Inquirer) 
 

February 5, 1914: John McFarlan, burgess (mayor) of Downingtown, was arrested and fined $5 

for breaking the borough’s quarantine law, after attending church services, while a grandson at 

McFarlan’s home was ill with chicken pox. The burgess claimed the arrest really was for spite 

“because he refused to furnish money to certain men during the election campaign.” 

(Philadelphia Inquirer) 
 

October 29, 1915: Frank Rimel, of Whitford, was awarded a medal for being Pennsylvania’s 

champion corn grower. Rimel was asked by Gov. Brumbaugh how he grew 148 bushels of corn 

on one acre so that information could be passed on to other farmers in the state. (Harrisburg 

Patriot)  
 

January 22, 1916: Pennsylvania Hall, a building on the campus of the Downingtown Industrial 

School in East Brandywine, was destroyed by fire, which was suspected to have been a case of 

arson. A similar fire had been there two months earlier, but it was extinguished before much 

damage caused. (Harrisburg Patriot) 
 

November 21, 1916: Mrs. Rebecca Simms, of Downingtown, was arrested twice, fined and 

committed to the Chester County Prison for violating the state compulsory education law, 

because she refused to send two of her children to an elementary school in the borough, where all 

“colored” students in first through fifth grades were segregated in one “Jim Crow” classroom, 

located in the basement of West Ward School. Several Downingtown Negros protested 

vigorously and requested that their children be sequestered in a separate school. (Philadelphia 

Evening Public Ledger) 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org


Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the April 15, 1932 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 

 



Group Photo of the Week 

 
Eighth graders at Downingtown’s Central School (later known as West Ward School) who were 

taught by Mary Swayne in 1920, included, left to right: Lloyd Cassel, Ed Dixon, Charles Myers, 

Paul Shultz; second row, Attmore Pollock, Philip Stauner, Joe Moran, Robert Ax, Calvin Ax, 

Aaron McCowan, Raymond McClure, Bill Bray, Charles Deets; third row, Emerson Weimer, 

Dick Warren, William Shillady, unknown, Tony DiProspero, unknown; fourth row, Alice 

Campbell, Herb Ash, unknown; fifth row, Myrtle Hughes, Marian Hamm, Lillian Raudenbush, 

Helen Schultz, Marion Dague, Florence McVey, Esther Miley; sixth row, Helen Fisher, Grace 

Supplee, Katherine Hall, Mary Klusack, Ann Martin, Olive Nelms, Mary Manley, Violet 

Dowlin. 

 

How to trace your home’s history 
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on: 

http://spesvox.org/prammer/EBHC/Researching_Historic_Properties_files/ReseachingGuide_De

edAbstract.pdf 
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Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society are: Phil Dague, president; Jim Sundman, 

vice president; Marion Piccolomini, recording secretary; Lauren Fagan, treasurer; and Donna 

Capriotti, corresponding secretary. The board of directors includes: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, 

Jay Worrall and Robin Ashby. Carol Grigson is the archivist.  

 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Good Neighbor Day 
A listing of Downingtown’s Good Neighbor Day events on the Fourth of July 4th at Kerr Park can be accessed via:  

https://goodneighborday.com/event-schedule/ 
 

Chronic Waste Disease 
Wayne Laroche, director, Bureau of Wildlife Management, Penna. Game Commission, will discuss Chronic Waste 

Disease, which attacks the brain of infected deer, elk and moose, when the West Caln Historical Society meets at 7 

PM on Tuesday, July 18 in the West Caln Township administration building, 721 W. Kings Hwy., Wagontown. The 

meeting are free and open to the public.  
 

Links for the Library Golf Outing 
Downingtown Library will hold its third annual Links for the Library 18-hole golf outing on Monday, July 31 at 

Whtiford Country Club. The event includes lunch and a dinner reception. All proceeds will go to the Downingtown 

Library. For more info, contact Mary Larsen at: mlars315@gmail.com.     
 

Help Raise the Flag 
The Downingtown-Thorndale Regional Chamber of Commerce, through its Chester County Friends of the Flag 

Committee, is offering a fantastic opportunity to proudly display your patriotism, with the purchase of a Star, with 

your business name or personal name to be displayed on the front window of Dane Decor on East Lancaster Avenue 

in Downingtown through the Fourth of July. Up to 50 stars will be sold at $50 each, benefiting the care 

and maintenance fund for the 120 foot flag pole in Kerr Park, and the purchase of new flags (giant 30x60 American 

Flag flown on holidays and smaller 15x25 flag flown on other days of the year). 

For more info, see: http://dtrcc.com/RaiseTheFlag.html 
 

Summer Jam Series 
The Downingtown Main Street Association’s third annual Summer Jam series at Kerr Park in Downingtown will 

begin on Friday night, June 30. In addition to the music, the jams will include craft and food vendors. For more info, 

see: www.downingtownmainstreet.com/ 
 

Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma will host Bruce Mowday on Thursday, July 6, when he will speak about his book, Jailing the 

Johnston Gang: Bringing Serial Murders to Justice at Bell Hall, Montgomery School, 1141 Kimberton Road, 

Chester Springs. The event will begin at 6:30pm with a wine & cheese reception, followed by Mowday’s talk at 7 

PM. Tickets may be purchased at the door for $5. Members of the Mill at Anselma attend free of charge. Books will 

be available for purchase. 

And The Mill at Anselma on Rte. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, will 

celebrate Life in the 1860s from 10 AM to 4 PM Saturday, July 8, when it hosts the Union Patriotic League and the 

Mifflin Guard Civilians, reenacting groups who aim to educate the public regarding the life and work of American 

civilians during the mid-1800s. Their demonstrations will inform and delight visitors of all ages. Included in their 

demonstrations are open fire cooking and baking, chair caning, sewing and other needlework, knitting, ladies hair 

styling and products, band boxes, painting, and other hand crafts.  

The Mill will also be running a demonstration that day to show how corn was ground over 150 years ago. Visitors 

will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see 

and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or 

https://goodneighborday.com/event-schedule/
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visit www.anselmamill.org. The Mill is open for tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM. Admission 

is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  
 

Open Houses in Lionville 
The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

The Cadwalader House is featuring a guessing game to identify post cards featuring special Pennsylvania sites. 

Prizes will be awarded for the most correctly identified photos. The Moore School is the original one room building 

where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit at historical desks. Authentic schoolbooks can be 

read and children can ring the school bell used to summon them not to be late. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center in its monthly 

newsletter at: www.downingtownseniors.org/programs/newsletter/ 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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