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Where and What Is This? 

 

The first person who correctly identifies the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your responses to: dahs19335@gmail.com 

 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites via: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Then_and_Now.html 

 

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 
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What was happening here 36 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the early part of October 1981: 

• The Downingtown Library’s board of directors turned down an offer to move from its 

historic facility at 330 E. Lancaster Ave. to the Downing Center (now the Milltown Shopping 

Center) on East Pennsylvania Avenue in the borough. Stanley Landis, board president, said the 

library couldn’t afford the move because--with only a $45,0000 operating budget and the 

proceeds realized from the sale of the old library, there still wouldn’t enough money left to 

refurbish the new site in the shopping center.  

• Fran Hearon, of the East Brandywine Park and Recreation Commission, said a private 

youth athletic association should take over the township’s growing soccer (16 squads) and 

baseball (25 teams) programs and other activities because the township could no longer afford to 

subsidize those youth sport programs.  

• Recent property transfers included: 110 Beech Street, Uwchlan, $90,350; 1405 Dodd 

Drive, West Bradford, $67,630; 8 Skyline Drive, West Pikeland, $165,000.  

• When Cliff Irons started as rural postal carrier in the Downingtown area in 1954, he 

made some 525 daily deliveries over a 72-mile route. Over the years, he continued to handle 

some 500+ stops along a route that was reduced to 44 miles, as houses continued to pop up in the 

townships surrounding Downingtown. 

• In 1960, Cliff Robb opened the Carriage House Answering Service at the rear of 343 E. 

Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, after he went blind as a young adult. More than 20 years later, 

the 24-hour, 365-days telephone answering service had grown to 220 clients, who paid $40 a 

month to handle calls for one phone number. 

• Those who taught Sunday School over the summer at Windsor Baptist Church, Upper 

Uwchan, included Bill Weber, John Meissener, Erma Hegarty, Walt Longenecker, Bill Butler, 

Randy Morris and Don Anthony. 

• New members of Boy Scout Troop 79, Glen Moore, led by John Miller and Dave 

Dunlap, included David Denlinger, David DiFabio, George Guerra, Joe Lennon, Bryan 

McDonaugh, Don Reber, John Ross, and John Walker. 

• DHS students who were Merit Scholars included Glenn Winship, Grant Angeny, Robert 

March, Brian Robison, David Plante, Richard Smith, Bryan Gallman, James Price, Ruth 

Schlomann, Laura McGeorge, William Vourvoulias, Robbyn Rosenzweig, Phyllis Grove and 

Renee Georg. 

• The DHS field hockey team stretched its 5-0 unscored-upon, Ches-Mont record with 

wins over O. J. Roberts and Spring-Ford. Barb McAuliffe tallied the Whippets’ goal in the Owen 

J. match, and Jen Gerlach rebounded a Kathy Burke shot for the goal scored against the Rams. 

• The DHS soccer team improved its league record to 5-1 by beating Boyertown 3-0 and 

Spring-Ford 6-1. Against the Bears, Rick Evangelista and Andy Rosenlieb scored goals in the 

opening frame, and Steve Forgione knocked in a goal in the third period. Coach Paul Hurley 

used 33 players in the Spring-Ford contest. 

• The DHS cross-country squads picked up wins in the girls’ and boys’ competition 

against O. J. Roberts. Bret Urbine, who took first place, led all the 10 Whippets who crossed the 

finish line before any Rams did. And Joanne Migliaccio, Bernie Cremin, Connie Kramer, Anne 

Borland, Julie Thornbury, Jennifer Remley and Ave Gaffney finished in the top 10 in the girls’ 

competition.  



• The DHS girls’ tennis team ended Pottsgrove’s 53-match winning streak in a come-

from-behind 7-6 victory, as the Whippets ran their Ches-Mont record to 7-0. Gwen Holtan 

decided the win when she came back from a 1-5 deficit in a three-hour singles match.   

• Tracy McShane received DeMucci-Woodward 5 Gold Medal Award at the St. 

Anthony’s swim team’s banquet. Also, Donna Sayre was named the hardest worker; Raena 

Latina won the Most Coachable award, and Susan Smith received the Most Improved award. 

• Six DHS students, among the 18 high school girls vying for the Chester County Junior 

Miss title, were Maryann Bixler, Darlene DiLibero, Joanne Hessinger, Christine Remley, Ruth 

Schlomann and Marcia Terry. 

 

 

It was at Green Street & E. Lancaster Avenue in borough 

 

Cathy Murphy is a truly perceptive scholar because she was the first person who correctly 

identified the site in the photo above as Allen Hughes’ Esso Station at Green Street and East 

Lancaster Avenue in Downingtown. Currently, it’s the site of JAD’s Pizza Shop. 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also, you’ll find access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we 

have published since 2010 via: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms.html 
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What locals were talking about 84 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in July and 

August 1933. 

• When students in the Downingtown School System returned to classes after their summer 

vacation, the District’s total enrollment was 1,215 pupils. The enrollment for West Ward 

School was 394, and East Ward’s was 283. And there were 394 youngsters going to the new 

Junior-Senior High School, including the recent graduates of the two-year, high schools in East 

Brandywine and Wallace Townships. 

• An informal survey of Downingtown industries showed that business had picked up 

significantly, and many were hiring in the midst of the nation’s Great Depression. The 

Downingtown Manufacturing Co. was running full-time again. And the Bicking Paper 

Company’s No. 1 mill, which had been shut for several years, had begun to operate an eight-hour 

shift. The Downingtown Paper Co. was operating three eight-hour shifts and had enough orders 

to continue operations indefinitely. And wages had increased and employment was up at the 

Downingtown Iron Works. Also, the Nice Yarn Corp. reported many new orders, enabling it to 

double its number of employees. That probably was why Ray Sheeler was going to move his 

Chevrolet dealership from the corner on Manor and East Lancaster Avenues, into a new building 

across from the Downingtown National Bank. 

• The six members of the Downingtown Barbers Association agreed to these prices: 40 

cents for a haircut and 20 cents for a shave. The group’s officers were Archie Baen, president; 

Charles Deputy, secretary; and Clarence Miller, treasurer. 

• The new Downingtown Junior Woman’s Club was enjoying much success, with 65 

members. 

• Summertime was the season for two-weekend carnivals and fetes in Downingtown. An 

estimated profit of about $2,000 was realized at the Alert Fire Co. carnival, held in July, where a 

Chevrolet was the grand prize and Eleanor Hayes won the Most Popular Woman contest. At the 

American Legion’s carnival, held in early September on the grounds of the Woman’s Club, the 

grand prize was a Plymouth sedan. And an electric refrigerator was given away at the lawn fete, 

held in early August on the grounds of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in the Johnsontown section 

of the borough. 

• A contingent of 17 DHS football players left for two weeks of training camp at the 

Reading YMCA’s facility near Earlville. 

• Officers of the Downingtown Twilight Baseball League were Robert Ash, president; 

Stanley Dowlin, treasurer; Tom Courtless, secretary; George Taylor, arbitrator; and Don Ingram, 

scribe. 
 

 

 

New site on how to trace your property’s history  
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on this 

revised site: www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/35680 

 

 

 

www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/35680


Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

This ad was originally published in the April 17, 1931 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 



In case you missed one of last month’s Hist-O-Grams  
If you missed any of the Hist-O-Grams we published in September, here’s how you can still 

access them: 
September 7: http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/September%207%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

September 14: http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/September%2014%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

September 21: http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/September%2021%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

September 28: http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/September%2028%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

 

Historical Society will pick up your used books 
You can have someone from the Historical Society pick up your used books, CDs and VDs, 

for our Book Sale in October, at your home or business. That can be arranged by calling 610-

269-1709 and leaving a message, or by sending an email to: dths1709@gmail.com.  

Otherwise, you can bring the books and discs, from 1-4 PM on Sundays, to Ashbridge 

House, our headquarters in the Ashbridge Square shopping center, next to the Chick-Fil-A 

Restaurant, on Route 30 in East Caln.  

Types of hard cover books and paperback/soft cover books we’re looking for include: 

Children’s, History, Non-Fiction and Biographies, Sets, Fiction, and current Self-Help and 

Computer books. 

Used books that aren’t acceptable for the Book Sale include: Textbooks, Old Self-Help 

Books, Water-Damaged Books, Books with hand-writing in them, Books with damaged or torn 

covers, and encyclopedias. 

 
 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Used Book Sale 
The Friends of the Downingtown Library will hold their Fall Book Sale at the library, from 5-7:30 PM on Friday, 

Oct. 20; from 9 AM-4 PM on Saturday, Oct. 21; and from 1-4 PM on Sunday, Oct. 22. Donations of gently used 

books, movies and music can be dropped off at the library during business hours through Saturday, October 14. 
 

Fire Prevention Open House 
There will be an Fire Prevention open house from 6:30-9 PM on Wednesday, October 11 at both of these 

Downingtown fire stations: Alert Fire Co., 122 W. Pennsylvania Ave., and Minquas Fire Co., 141 Wallace Ave. 

Includes fire prevention demos, fire trucks and refreshments. 
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Chicken BBQ & Bake Sale 
The Ladies Auxiliary of the Chester County Marine Corps League will have a bake and Chicken BBQ sale from 

noon until 5 PM on Saturday, October 14 at their quarters, 430 Acorn Lane (enter from Chestnut Street and behind 

Victory, Downingtown. Pre-orders for the boxed BBQ dinners are welcome, as are walk-ins, which are available 

until 4 PM. Please contact 610-827-9281 if you wish to pre-order the BBQ dinners. Dinners include 1/2 of a 

succulent BBQ chicken, petite potatoes, side, dinner roll, dessert & beverage. Cost: $12; credit cards accepted. The 

League also hosts Bingo games on the 1st & 3rd Saturdays of each month, and Auxiliary meetings are on the 4th 

Monday of the month. Bake sale includes tantalizing treats--pies, cookies, brownies, etc.--will be baked by the 

Ladies Auxiliary in their certified kitchen. Proceeds benefit veterans and their families.  

 

Family Genealogy 
If you’re a family historian, have ancestors from England, or want to learn how to discover your family history, you 

should come to the East Brandywine Township Historical Commission program to hear Kris Barone’s talk on her 

journey discovering the Cresswell family that settled in Southern Chester County in the early 18th Century. The 

free, public program will be conducted at 3:30 PM on Sunday, October 15 in the township building on Route 322 in 

Guthriesville.  
 

Fire Prevention Open House 
There will be an Fire Prevention open house from 6:30-9 PM on Wednesday, October 11 at both of these 

Downingtown fire stations: Alert Fire Co., 122 W. Pennsylvania Ave., and Minquas Fire Co., 141 Wallace Ave. 

Includes fire prevention demos, fire trucks and refreshments. 
 

Christmas Care Package 
The annual Military Christmas Care Package Drive, for items to be sent to military personnel, ends on Monday, 

October 23. For a listing of items that can be included in the packages and local drop-off points, see: 

www.downingtown.org/images/OpMilitaryChristmas2017.jpg 
 

Fall Fest 
The Downingtown Friends Meeting will have its annual Fall Fest at the historic Quaker Meeting House, 809 E. 

Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, from 9 AM until 4 PM on Saturday, October 14. Admission and parking are free. 

Featured will be thrift, garden and baked items for sale, plus games. For more details, see:  

http://downingtownfriendsmeeting.org/fallfestival.htm 
 

Boo Bash 
The Downingtown Parks & Rec Commission is having a Halloween Boo Bash in Kerr Park, from 4-9 PM on 

Saturday, October 28. Festivities include a costume and pumpkin carving contest as well as a Halloween-themed 

double feature. 
 

Drug Take Back Event:  
You can drop off expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs at the Downingtown Borough Hall annex 

building from 10 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, October 28, The DEA cannot accept liquids, or needles or sharps, 

only pills or patches. The service is free and anonymous, no questions asked. For more information, call 610-269-

0344, ext. 200 or email info@downingtown.org 
 

DHS Class of 1967 Reunion 
The DHS Class of 1967 will have its 50th reunion on the weekend of October 13-14. Following a tour of the STEM 

Academy, where the class attended Junior High School, they will get together at the Victory Brewing Co. on Friday. 

The main event will be held at 6 PM at St. Anthony’s Lodge on Saturday evening. For details, see: 

www.downingtownalumni.org/Documents/Reunions/Classof1967_50th_Oct2017.pdf 
 

Freedom Isn’t Free 
Lt. Col. Henry (Hank) Detering (USMC-retired), decorated Viet Nam veteran and school administrator, will speak 

about Freedom Is Not Free at the West Caln Historical Society’s  meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, October 17, at the 

West Caln Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Hwy., Wagontown. Meetings are free and open to the public. 
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Mill at Anselma  
On Thursday evening, October 5, The Mill at Anselma will host Morris J. Farnum, coordinator of the Mill’s 

collections team, as the monthly speaker. Morris will update the audience on the progress and discoveries of 

dedicated team, which has been cataloguing artifacts, photos and other treasures discovered amongst the archives at 

The Mill at Anselma. Guests will view an exhibit of some of the most interesting artifacts: antique flour bagging 

tools, a “spaghetti guitar,” and old mill advertising, and enjoy a slide show of recently discovered photos from the 

mid-1980’s restoration. In addition, excerpts from various oral histories and historical photos. This event will be 

held in Bell Hall at Montgomery School, 1141 Kimberton Road, Chester Springs. It will begin at 6:30 PM, with a 

wine & cheese reception, followed by the evening’s topic at 7 PM. Tickets may be purchased at the door for $5. 

Members of the Mill at Anselma attend free of charge. For more information, contact the Mill at Anselma at 610-

827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org. The Mill at Anselma is on Rte. 401 (1730 

Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs.  

And on Saturday, October 14, The Mill at Anselma will hold a Harvest Festival and Milling Demonstration from 10 

AM to 4 PM. There also will be historical cooking demonstrations, quilting, cider making, and crafts for children. 

Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors and $3 for children, 4–14 years of age. Mill members admitted free of 

charge. The mill is open for tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill 

was operated, see the 16 foot water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final 

product as it flows from the stones. Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-

14. Children under 4 are free.  For more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, 

email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org.   
 

DHS All-Alumni 5K 
The class of '97 presents the inaugural DHS All-Alumni 5K/1 mile Walk /Kids' Run at 9 AM on Saturday, October 

14, on the campus of DHS West. Come and see how much your alma mater has changed, while reconnecting with 

old friends at this family-friendly event! Event details can be found here: https://runsignup.com/dhsalumni5k 

All proceeds from the race will be used for 3 scholarships, to be given out by the DHS Alumni Association to a 

student in each DASD high school.  
 

Roast Beef Dinner 
Marshallton Methodist Church, 1282 W. Strasburg Road, will have a Roast Beef Dinner (eat-in or take-out) from 

4:30-6:30 PM on Saturday, October 21. Menu includes: roast beef, mushroom & brown gravy, mashed potatoes, 

green beans, cole slaw, applesauce, rolls, dessert and a beverage. To order tickets, send an email to: 

office@marshalltonchurch.org or call 610-696-5247. If ordered before October 17, tickets are $13 for adults and $5 

for children (ages 5-12). Tickets bought at the door, are $15 for adults and $5 for children.  
 

Mayor’s 5K 
Downingtown Mayor Josh Maxwell is sponsoring a 5K “Run to End Gender-Based Violence” to be conducted on 

the Struble Trail, beginning at 9:30 AM on Saturday, October14. Proceeds from the race will be distributed to: the 

Domestic Violence Center of Chester County, the Chester County Fund for Women and Girls, and the Crime 

Victims Center of Chester County. For more details on the run, see: www.mayors5K.com 
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center via: 

www.downingtownseniors.org 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

the Moore School is the original one-room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 
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Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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How to reserve a seat for new “Slices of Downingtown” program on Oct. 18 
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Where and What Is This? 

 

The first person who correctly identifies the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your responses to: dahs19335@gmail.com 
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How to reserve a seat for the new episode of  

the ‘Slices of Downingtown History’ series 
Downingtown—The Transformation of a Village, 1860-1910—is the title of the latest episode of 

the “Slices of Downingtown History” series, to be presented by the Downingtown Area 

Historical Society at the Downingtown Library, 122 Wallace Ave., at 6:30 PM on Wednesday, 

October 18.  

The new Slices presentation begins in 1859, when Downingtown became a borough and it was 

primarily a farm village. Over the next 50 years, its population quadrupled and several large 

factories and mills employed a large number of the village’s residents. The focus of the 

presentation will be a comparison between 1860 and 1910, emphasizing changes in 

demographics, housing, businesses and land use. Data visualization through the use of charts, 

maps and tables will tell this story. 

To reserve a seat for the presentation, click on: 

http://ereserve.ccls.org/evanced/lib/eventsignup.asp?ID=106573&rts=&disptype=&ret=eventcale

ndar.asp&pointer=inhouse&returnToSearch=&num=0&ad=&dt=mo&mo=10/1/2017&df=calend

ar&EventType=ALL&Lib=&AgeGroup=&LangType=0&WindowMode=&noheader=&lad=&p

ub=1&nopub=&page=&pgdisp= 

 

Group Photo of the Week 

 
The DHS Class of 1952 held its 65th reunion last Saturday. The classmates included, left to right: 

first row, Mary Ippolito Sensenig, Rose Marie Rodri Wright, Jessie Jean Smith Manning, Mary 

Jane Bird Augustin, Rose Terramin Hoopes, Eleanor DiEullis Hoeflich, Shirley Harper Datner; 

second row, Vanessa Edelen Myerson, Patricia Piersol Pacinelli, Laura Chandler Ericson, Edith 

Forte Bartone, Phyllis Griffith Russell, Faye Stauffer Whiteman, Shirley Gabriel Fetters; third 

row, Yolando Ippolito Garnett, Theresa Sciarretta Gospodarek, Doris Gottier Miller, Janet 

Kriebel Hesse; fourth row, Grant Wells, Paul Detterline, Jr., Lionel Shaeffer, Elmer Schrumpf, 

Jr.; fifth row, Ralph Hannum, Harry Beyer, Dr. Ralph Pacinelli; sixth row, Elvin Mull, Charles 

Lammey, James Duca, John Talierco. 
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What was happening here 36 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in the latter part of 

October 1981: 

• Dr. Joseph McCahon, president of the parish council of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 

Downingtown, said each family in the parish should contribute $1,000 in a fund raising 

campaign to help pay for the construction of an eight-classroom school at 340 Manor Avenue. 

The parish had been operating a school, with an enrollment of 330 students, at 40 W. 

Pennsylvania Avenue for several decades. The projected cost of the new school was $480,000. 

• Dr. Charles Micken, school superintendent, reported that a total of 7,440 pupils were 

enrolled in the school district, a 97-student decline compared to the 1980-81 school year.  

• Jenny Weldon was crowned DHS Homecoming Queen. Members of her court included: 

Dawn Adams, Karen Cerami, Betty Immel, Kitty Quinn, Anne Borland, Jenny Kallmeyer, Susan 

Punt, Karen Schoelkopf and Laura Gaspari.  

• Recent property transfers included 3310 Humpton Road, Caln, $63,900; 400 Devon 

Drive, Uwchlan, $72,000; 1111 New Hampshire Lane, West Bradford, $55,000; 47 Dorothy 

Lane, Upper Uwchlan, $79,900; 300 Lincoln Avenue, Downingtown, $57,000; 43 Hunt Club 

Lane, West Pikeland, $110,000; 52 Blakely Road, East Brandywine, $100,000. 

• Members of Downingtown United Methodist, responsible for a fall bazaar, were: 

Frances Forbes, Sally Woodward, Pearl Brackbill, Grace Woodward, Ruth, Betty and Louise 

Brookover, Francis McAllister, Ada Huber, Lee Bradley, Shirley Shaeffer, Shirley Moyer, Jean 

Steeley, Margie McCombs and Trauti Stevens.  

• Bill Radford and Norm Glass of Glen Moore were members of the Corps of the Light 

Infantry, as they participated in the re-enactment of the Battle of Yorktown, which ended the 

American Revolutionary War.   

• New students at the Windsor Christian Nursery School in Upper Uwchlan were Henry 

Baker, William Clark, Teresa Horning, Karen Kreiter and Christopher Weston. 

• Elected as officers of the United Presbyterian Women at Central Presbyterian Church, 

Downingtown, were Cathy Hankes, president; Sally Jo Anderson, vice president; Carol 

Chandler, secretary; and Aleen Sciandra, treasurer. 

• Marc Ruggiano was named MVP of the Downingtown Babe Ruth League. Players who 

received coaches’ awards for their sportsmanship and ability were Jack Oberle, Dave Jemison, 

Joe Rainey, Ben Bradford, Tom McCool, Bill Pelletreau and Chris Thomas.  

• Coach Sally Anderson’s DHS field hockey squad advanced to the District I playoffs, 

after Jen Gerlach tallied a goal, on an assist by Kathy Utz, in a 1-0 squeaker over Boyertown. 

• The DHS girls’ tennis team closed its season with a 9-2 Ches-Mont record, after 

crushing Boyertown 7-0. Co-captains Laura McGeorge and Chris Remley were cited for leading 

a “very young squad,” by Coach Becky Desmond. 

• Coach Paul Hurley’s DHS boys’ soccer team kept their District I playoff hopes alive 

when they recorded shutout wins over O. J. Roberts and Boyertown. Hurley cited the defensive 

play of Todd Reed, Scott Seymour, Cliff Cheek and Grant Angeny. 

• The DHS football team beat Spring-Ford 7-0 in the first home night game played under 

portable lights since 1938. Ed Spang, athletic director, said he hoped permanent lights would be 

installed in the future, at an estimated cost of $50,000.  
 



It was the house at Lloyd’s Valley Brook Farm in Caln Twp. 

 
Alan Ciarlone is a truly perceptive scholar because he was first person who correctly identified 

the site above as the farmhouse at Valley Brook Farm, on Lloyd Avenue in Caln Township, 

along the western border of Downingtown borough. The original part of the farmhouse was built 

in 1757. The property was owned for decades by William McClure Lloyd, who bought the 

property from Elhanan Zook in 1910. Lloyd, a Harvard graduate, gentleman farmer and 

stockbroker in Philadelphia, died in 1970. In 1967, he donated 30 acres of his land to Caln 

Township, which became Lloyd Park. In recent years, the property has been owned by the 

Philadelphia Catholic Archdiocese and is for sale.  

 

 

Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  
If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also, you’ll find access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we 

have published since 2010 via: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms.htm 

 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites via: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Then_and_Now.html 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
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What locals were talking about 61 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in October 1956: 

• Downingtown Council put out bids for the construction of extending East Pennsylvania 

Avenue, between Uwchlan and Wallace Avenues. The projected cost for the 1,400-foot street 

extension was $60,000.  

• Ruth Hall was crowned Harvest Queen at the DHS Farm Fair. 

• Anthony Colella represented Jefferson Avenue residents, who were protesting against 

Beloit Corp. building a Quonset-style hut in their neighborhood. 

• New members of the Downingtown Junior Woman’s Club were Mrs. Joseph Capriotti, 

Joan Hughes, Mary Jane Perella and Agnes Pomento. 

• Cozzone’s Esso station, at Lloyd and West Lancaster Avenues in Downingtown, had its 

grand opening. 

• DHS students who temporarily took over borough government positions on Youth Day 

were: Peter Sarmento, Joseph Bird, Joseph Bonaduce, Douglas Hedrick, Susie Norris and Jeanne 

Charles, Borough Council; Allan Lammey, burgess; David Whittaker, borough manager; and 

Ruth Brookover, borough secretary.  

• The Glen Moore Post Office was “temporarily” moved from C.O. Miller’s general store, 

where it had been for 27 years, to the Glen Moore Fire Company’s quarters. Mrs. Alice Springer 

was postmistress, assisted by Mrs. Ethel Furlong and Mrs. Ruby Scott. The Post Office was 

established in 1869, when Glen Moore was known as Norwood. 

• Leon Gable announced that he was going to build an apartment complex on West 

Lancaster Avenue in the borough, from Rock Raymond Road almost to Lloyd Avenue. He had 

been considering developing a shopping center in that area. 

• Officers of the Chester Valley Rebekah Lodge in Lionville were Erma Kochel, noble 

grand; Elizabeth Smedley, vice grand; Lois Thompson, secretary; and Anita Wilson, recording 

secretary. 

• Don White Jr. and Jack Swarner, who both pitched no-hitters, were honored at the 

Downingtown Babe Ruth League banquet. 

• Officers of the Science Club at Mount Airy School in Uwchlan Township were Vernon 

Keller, president; Victor Keller, vice president; Hilda Casella, secretary; Lynn Watterson, 

treasurer; and Charlotte Scott, program chairman. 

• Scouts from Boy Scout Troop 82, Downingtown, who went on a pilgrimage to 

Muhlenberg College, Allentown, were David and William Pollock, Mark Jones, James Yamshak, 

Barton Trader, Stuart Meisel, William Zittle, Lee Hayes, Ronald Johnson and Larry Meredith.  
 

 

 

New site on how to trace your property’s history  
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on this 

revised site: www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/35680 

 

 

 

 

www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/35680


Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

 

This ad was originally published in March 26, 1965 edition of the Daily Local News. 

 

 

 

 



Historical Society will pick up your used books 

for our Book Sale on October 27, 28 and 29 
Someone from the Historical Society will pick up your used books, CDs and VDs, for our 

Book Sale in October, at your home or business. That can be arranged by calling 610-269-1709 

and leaving a message, or by sending an email to: dths1709@gmail.com.  

Otherwise, you can bring the books and discs, from 1-4 PM on Sundays, to Ashbridge 

House, our headquarters in the Ashbridge Square shopping center, next to the Chick-Fil-A 

Restaurant, on Route 30 in East Caln.  

The types of hard cover books and paperback/soft cover books, which will be on sale, 

include: History, Fiction, Young Adult, Politics, Philosophy, Art, Travel, Gardening, Religion, 

CDs and Maps.  

Used books that aren’t acceptable for the Book Sale include: Textbooks, Old Self-Help 

Books, Water-Damaged Books, Books with hand-writing in them, Books with damaged or torn 

covers, and encyclopedias. 

The Book Sale will be held at Ashbridge House from 7-9 PM on Friday, October 27, for 

members only; from 10 AM until 3 PM on Saturday, October 28; and there will be a Meet 

Local Authors (Marion Piccolomini, Blair Thornburgh, Jim Sundman, Jay Worrall and 

Catherine Quillman) as well as the Book Sale from noon until 4 PM on Sunday, October 29 

 
 
Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Pasta With a Purpose 
The Downingtown Senior Center, 983 East Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, will have a pasta dinner at 5 PM, plus 

the 49ers Chorus starting at 6:15 PM, fundraiser on Sunday, October 15. $25 per person, $20 for Senior Center 

members. For details see: www.downingtownseniors.org/events/ 
 

Used Book Sale 
The Friends of the Downingtown Library will hold their Fall Book Sale at the library, from 5-7:30 PM on Friday, 

Oct. 20; from 9 AM-4 PM on Saturday, Oct. 21; and from 1-4 PM on Sunday, Oct. 22. Donations of gently used 

books, movies and music can be dropped off at the library during business hours through Saturday, October 14. 
 

Chicken BBQ & Bake Sale 
The Ladies Auxiliary of the Chester County Marine Corps League will have a bake and Chicken BBQ sale from 

noon until 5 PM on Saturday, October 14 at their quarters, 430 Acorn Lane (enter from Chestnut Street, 

Downingtown) and behind Victory Brewery. Pre-orders for the boxed BBQ dinners are welcome, as are walk-ins, 

which are available until 4 PM. Please contact 610-827-9281 if you wish to pre-order BBQ dinners. Dinners include 

1/2 of a BBQ chicken, potatoes, side, dinner roll, dessert & beverage. Cost: $12; credit cards accepted. The League 

also hosts Bingo games on the 1st & 3rd Saturdays of each month, and Auxiliary meetings are on the 4th Monday of 

the month. Bake sale includes tantalizing treats--pies, cookies, brownies, etc.--baked by the Ladies Auxiliary in their 

certified kitchen. Proceeds benefit veterans and their families.  
 

This Run’s Personal 
1,500 people are expected to participate in the Team CMMD Foundation’s fourth annual 5K run and 1-mile walk 

over Downingtown’s streets on Saturday morning, November 4, beginning at DHS West High School. Proceeds go 

to local cancer families. For more details to registers, go to: http://teamcmmd.org/project/this-runs-personal/ 
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Family Genealogy 
If you’re a family historian, have ancestors from England, or want to learn how to discover your family history, you 

should come to the East Brandywine Township Historical Commission program to hear Kris Barone’s talk on her 

journey discovering the Cresswell family that settled in Southern Chester County in the early 18th Century. The 

free, public program will be conducted at 3:30 PM on Sunday, October 15 in the township building on Route 322 in 

Guthriesville.  
 

Christmas Care Package 
The annual Military Christmas Care Package Drive, for items to be sent to military personnel, ends on Monday, 

October 23. For a listing of items that can be included in the packages and local drop-off points, see: 

www.downingtown.org/images/OpMilitaryChristmas2017.jpg 
 

Fall Fest 
The Downingtown Friends Meeting will have its annual Fall Fest at the historic Quaker Meeting House, 809 E. 

Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, from 9 AM until 4 PM on Saturday, October 14. Admission and parking are free. 

Featured will be thrift, garden and baked items for sale, plus games. For more details, see:  

http://downingtownfriendsmeeting.org/fallfestival.htm 
 

Boo Bash 
The Downingtown Parks & Rec Commission is having a Halloween Boo Bash in Kerr Park, from 4-9 PM on 

Saturday, October 28. Festivities include a costume and pumpkin carving contest as well as a Halloween-themed 

double feature. 
 

Drug Take Back Event:  
You can drop off expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs at the Downingtown Borough Hall annex 

building from 10 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, October 28, The DEA cannot accept liquids, or needles or sharps, 

only pills or patches. The service is free and anonymous, no questions asked. For more information, call 610-269-

0344, ext. 200 or email info@downingtown.org 
 

DHS Class of 1967 Reunion 
The DHS Class of 1967 will have its 50th reunion on the weekend of October 13-14. Following a tour of the STEM 

Academy, where the class attended Junior High School, they will get together at the Victory Brewing Co. on Friday. 

The main event will be held at 6 PM at St. Anthony’s Lodge on Saturday evening. For details, see: 

www.downingtownalumni.org/Documents/Reunions/Classof1967_50th_Oct2017.pdf 
 

Freedom Isn’t Free 
Lt. Col. Henry (Hank) Detering (USMC-retired), decorated Viet Nam veteran and school administrator, will speak 

about Freedom Is Not Free at the West Caln Historical Society’s  meeting at 7 PM on Tuesday, October 17, at the 

West Caln Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Hwy., Wagontown. Meetings are free and open to the public. 
 

Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma, Route. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, will hold 

a Harvest Festival and Milling Demonstration from 10 AM to 4 PM on Saturday, October 14. There also will be 

historical cooking demonstrations, quilting, cider making, and crafts for children. Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for 

seniors and $3 for children, 4–14 years of age. Mill members admitted free of charge. The mill is open for tours 

Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot water 

wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org.   
 

DHS All-Alumni 5K 
The class of '97 presents the inaugural DHS All-Alumni 5K/1 mile Walk /Kids' Run at 9 AM on Saturday, October 

14, on the campus of DHS West. Come and see how much your alma mater has changed, while reconnecting with 

old friends at this family-friendly event! Event details can be found here: https://runsignup.com/dhsalumni5k 

All proceeds from the race will be used for 3 scholarships, to be given out by the DHS Alumni Association to a 

student in each DASD high school.  
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Roast Beef Dinner 
Marshallton Methodist Church, 1282 W. Strasburg Road, will have a Roast Beef Dinner (eat-in or take-out) from 

4:30-6:30 PM on Saturday, October 21. Menu includes: roast beef, mushroom & brown gravy, mashed potatoes, 

green beans, cole slaw, applesauce, rolls, dessert and a beverage. To order tickets, send an email to: 

office@marshalltonchurch.org or call 610-696-5247. If ordered before October 17, tickets are $13 for adults and $5 

for children (ages 5-12). Tickets bought at the door, are $15 for adults and $5 for children.  
 

Mayor’s 5K 
Downingtown Mayor Josh Maxwell is sponsoring a 5K “Run to End Gender-Based Violence” to be conducted on 

the Struble Trail, beginning at 9:30 AM on Saturday, October14. Proceeds from the race will be distributed to: the 

Domestic Violence Center of Chester County, the Chester County Fund for Women and Girls, and the Crime 

Victims Center of Chester County. For more details on the run, see: www.mayors5K.com 
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center via: 

www.downingtownseniors.org 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

the Moore School is the original one-room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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Where and What Is This? 

 
The first person who correctly identifies the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your responses to: dahs19335@gmail.com 

 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites via  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw/videos 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
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Used Book Sale on October 27, 28 and 29 
You’ll find thousands of gently used books and CDs for sale at ridiculously low prices at the 

Historical Society’s Used Book Sale on the weekend of October 27, 28, and 29 at Ashbridge 

House, our headquarters in the Ashbridge Square shopping center, next to the Chick-Fil-A 

Restaurant, on Route 30 in East Caln.  

The types of hard cover books and paperback/soft cover books and other items that will be on 

sale, include: History, Fiction, Young Adult, Politics, Philosophy, Art, Travel, Gardening, 

Religion, CDs and Maps.  

The Book Sale will begin, for members only, from 7-9 PM on Friday, October 27. The 

Book Sale will be open to the public from 10 AM until 3 PM on Saturday, October 28, when you 

also can see a bookbinding demonstration by Ramon Townsend, master bookbinder. And from 

noon until 4 PM on Sunday, October 29, everyone will have an opportunity to Meet Local 

Authors Marion Piccolomini, Blair Thornburgh, Jim Sundman, Jay Worrall and Catherine 

Quillman, as well as buy books. 

 

 

What was happening here 52 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in local papers in early May 1965: 

• Ken Sigle received the prestigious Robert Carl Award at the DHS Sports banquet. Sigle 

and Linda Davis received the Most Outstanding Boy and Girl Basketball Awards. Jay Rambo, 

who competed for the Whippets as a 95-pounder, was awarded the Most Outstanding Wrestler 

trophy. Rambo also was received the Coaches’ Award. The St. Anthony’s Lodge Awards to 

outstanding football players were presented to Ken Walls, a lineman, and Roy Nellius, back. And 

the Letterman’s Club Outstanding All-Around Boy and Girls Athletes Awards were presented to 

Oscar Asparagus and Cindy Dellet.  

• Elected as officers of the Young Whippets Football Club were Roger Patrizio, 

chairman; Frank Allen, general manager; Owen Story, treasurer; and Charles Dumont, secretary. 

Coaches for the next season were Herb Lee, assisted by Tom Miller, 110-pound team; Tom 

Woodward, 90-pound squad; and Phil Burns, the new 80-pound team. 

• Paul Ballentine and Thomas Kier represented DHS in the Plymouth Troubleshooting 

competition. They were selected from the automobile mechanics class, taught by Harold 

Klinger.   

• Elaine Cain was May Queen at St. Joseph’s Catholic School’s May procession. Her 

court was comprised of Janis Mento, Nancy Massucci, Catherine Nolan and Kathleen Pomento. 

Her attendants were Jean Snyder, Patricia Steidler, Beth Fornice and Kathleen DiOttavio. 

• Local delegates at the Freedom Valley Girl Scout Council’s annual meeting included 

Marie Merkel, Peg Charles, Norma Koth, Alice March and Lois Bell from the Downingtown 

area, and Mrs. John Frankenfield, Mrs. William Funk, Marion Mason, Doris Davey and Mrs. 

Charles Dixon, from the Glen Moore-Springton area. 

• Officers elected to lead the Marshallton School Parents League were Terrance Shearn, 

president; Mrs. John Benner, vice president; Mrs. Nelson Ayoub, secretary; and Mrs. Joseph 

Whiteman, treasurer. 



• New members of the Half Century Club, because they had been members of 

Downingtown Methodist Church for 50 years, included Mrs. Raymond Dennis, John Gray, 

Mrs. Helen McCombs, Mrs. Edith Miller, George Perry, Norman Tyson, Perry Tyson, William 

Vernon, Ellia Warren and Mrs. Harry McGill. 

• New members of Marshallton Methodist Church were the Price Stevenson family, 

Kathy Dumont, Merrill Evans, Joseph Fell III, Joan Keeler, Colin Maropis, Nancy Russell, Daryl 

Sharp, Donald Wood, and Joan and Judith Yarnall. 

• Officers by members of the Lionville Elementary Home and School Association were 

Mrs. Samuel Shaw, president; Earl Shaller, vice president; Mrs. Edwin Donlon, secretary; and 

Mrs. Howard Stimson, treasurer.  

• Hopewell Methodist Church’s new Christian Education building was dedicated. In the 

previous seven years, Hopewell’s congregation had contributed $87,000 to pay for the new 

building. And members of the committee responsible for plans to enlarge and renovate the 

church’s sanctuary were Robert Piersol, John Bonham, Charles Ax, Robert Carmichael, Edward 

Plank, Charles Davis and Mrs. George Krapf. 

• Officers elected to lead the Future Farmers of America at DHS in 1964-65 were 

William McClain, president; Paul Detwiler, vice president; Gary Hoxter, secretary; Jerry 

Madrigale, treasurer; Corbin Mendenhall, reporter; Thomas Stubbs, sentinel; and William Pyott, 

chaplain. 

• Youngsters who learned ballroom dancing, taught by Louise Harrison, as members of the 

Lionville Dance Assembly, were Ricky Gilbert, Ford Greenleaf, Tony McQuail, Steve Behrndt, 

Paul Draper, Douglas Wilt, Tom McCurdy, Tom Isinger, Tom Shreiner, Robin Worthington, 

Bob Moore, Pat and Rosalie Herion, Ann Martin, Penny Renz, Jill Corneal, Cheryl Hartman, 

Katy Hallman, Nancy Sommer and Chris Schreier. 

 

 
Here’s how YOU can receive a Hist-O-Gram every week  

If you occasionally receive a pass-along copy of our Hist-O-Gram from a subscriber, and you’d 

like to receive a copy of our free Hist-O-Gram directly every week, you can do that by accessing our 

website: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org, and typing your email address into the sign-up 

box on the home page. Also, you’ll find access to an archive of every edition of the Hist-O-Gram we 

have published since 2010 via: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms.htm 

 

 
In case you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 
If you missed the October 12 Hist-O-Gram, you can access it via: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/October%2012%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/October%2012%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/October%2012%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf


It’s the Humphrey Marshall House in Marshallton 

 
Matthew McCausland is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who correctly 

identified the site in the illustration above as the Humphrey Marshall House, at 1407 Strasburg 

Road, at the intersection of Clayton Road on the west side of Marshallton. Built in 1773-74 and 

enlarged in 1801, with a locally quarried exterior, the Georgian-style house was added to the 

National Register of Historic Places in 1971 and was designated as a National Historic Landmark 

in 1987. The property is now privately owned. Humphrey Marshall (1722-1801), an American 

botanist, who  was best known for his 1788 publication, Arbustum Americanum, which was the 

first formal, scientific description of trees and shrubs in North America. For more info on the 

house, see: https://npgallery.nps.gov/pdfhost/docs/NHLS/Text/87002596.pdf. 

 
 

What locals were talking about 67 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in local newspapers in early May 1950: 

• The Downingtown Chamber of Commerce announced that it would begin using the Log 

House on East Lancaster Avenue, as its headquarters, after the Chamber had a heating system 

installed, purchased office equipment, and hired a secretary. The Chamber agreed to pay a 

nominal rental fee to the borough, owner of the historic property.  

• The Chamber also was the sponsor of fourth annual Miss Chester County pageant, held 

in the DHS auditorium, which was won by Emily Longacre of Phoenixville. Members of the 

Downingtown Woman’s Club were hostesses and chaperones for the 15 contestants, including 

Patricia Patterson of Downingtown. Also, members of the Junior Woman’s Club, attired in 

evening gowns, were ushers for the sold-out program. To promote the competition, each 

contestant, accompanied by their mothers in the front seat, rode in convertibles in a day-long tour 
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of the county on the Saturday before the contest. The caravan was accompanied by a state police 

patrol car, Robert Romig’s sound truck that provided announcements and music, and was 

escorted by a flyover of 22 private airplanes.  

• Elected as officers of the Ladies Aid Society of Windsor Baptist Church in Upper 

Uwchlan were Mrs. Leroy Trego, president; Mrs. Walter Garvine, vice president; Mrs. Joseph 

Taylor, secretary; and Mrs. Oscar Darlington, treasurer.  

• Dan Zittle, captain of the Minquas Fire Co., noted in his report that the company’s 

firefighters had to respond to 59 calls in April, and 18 of them were the result of field fires 

caused by careless people burning brush. 

• The recently formed Downingtown area Red Cross Blood Bank initiated a campaign to 

sign up 2,000 pledges by people willing to donate a pint of blood. Divisional chairmen in the 

campaign were Mrs. Charles Bruton, professional; Mrs. John Miller, women’s organizations; 

Mrs. Morris Jackson, house-to-house solicitations; Duer Smedley, men’s organizations; William 

Allen, churches; Robert Piersol, industry; and J. J. Brownstein, merchants. 

• Officers of the DHS Music Association were Mrs. James Stauffer, president; Mrs. 

Eugene Pollock, vice president; Mrs. Leo Hogg, secretary; and Mrs. B. Myers, treasurer. 

• Senior Girl Scouts from Marshallton, who spent a weekend at Camp Tweedale, were 

Ann LeFevre, Millis Mershon, June Ellingsworth, Carlene Bausch, Betty and Sue Palmer, and 

Verna Hall. 

• Janet Kriebel, who played the marimba and was accompanied by pianist Barbara Seibert, 

were part of the entertainment at the Messiah Lutheran Church’s Mother-Daughter banquet.  

• Percy Raymond won the fourth annual marbles championship, co-sponsored by the 

Downingtown VFW Post and the Downingtown Young Men’s Association, held in Kerr Park, 

according to chairman Ross Dague.  Buddy White placed second, Pete Sarmento came in third, 

and Jack Hughes was fourth. 

• Elected as officers of the Downingtown branch of the Junior Memorial Hospital 

Auxiliary were Mrs. John Mercer, president; Mrs. Michael Mento, vice president; Mildred 

Sabellico, secretary; and Geraldine Swarner, treasurer. 

• The three Downingtown Cub Scouts, who collected the largest number of coupons for 

the American Legion’s Ladies Auxiliary, were: Denny Myers, first, who was awarded a baseball 

glove; Bobby McClure, second, who won a Little League baseball bat; and Jimmy Charles, third, 

who got a baseball. 

• Leebert Chambers, chairman of the Soap Box Derby, sponsored by the Downingtown 

Lions Club, listed these specifications for entrants and their vehicles: Entrants must have a 

sponsor, be between ages 9 and 15, and the weight of each entrant plus their vehicle, could not 

weigh more than 250 pounds.   

• Ground had been broken, near the Glen Moore Fire Co., for the new Bell Telephone 

office, where dial service would soon be introduced. And elected as officers of the Women’s 

Christian Service group at Glen Moore Methodist Church were Elva Bare, president; Lillian 

Matlack, vice president; Romaine Garrett, secretary; and Lois Shrader, treasurer. 

• Lionville Cub Scouts, who participated in a “County Fair” program at the monthly pack 

meeting, included: Billy Ellmore, a snake charmer; Albert Miller, a sword swallower; Glenn 

Lumis, an Indian medicine man; and Stephen Pope, a strong man. 

• Singer-soloists in the DHS Spring Concert included Shirley Cumens, Shirley Kauffman, 

Patricia Patterson and Ronald Piersol. Also, Joan Lenhardt and Louise Bartelmo played organ 

selections. 



 

Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the May 1, 1931 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 
 
 



Group Photo of the Week 

  
Members of the DHS wrestling team, which won the Ches-Mont League championship in 1970, 

included, left right: first row, S. Fetters, C. Van Durme, B. Glisson, T. Miller, A. Wayman,  

B. Lambert, P. Harter; second row, D. Barnes, R. Williams, R. Lee, L. Patrizio, P. Givler,  

V. Cramer, A. J. Kiernan; third row, L. Long, J. Hone, H. Chicosky, D. Dougherty, P. Murphy,  

J. Casper, L Gearhart; fourth row, C. Hilton, D. Strauss, S. Wilkinson, J. Fries, W. Baxter,  

R. Kramer, J. Reaber; fifth row, T. Gillespie, B. Armstrong, B. Cain, B. Williamson.  
 

New site on how to trace your property’s history  
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on this 

revised site: www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/35680 

 
 
Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Fall Craft Festival 
Simpson Meadows will present its Fall Craft Festival from 9 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, October 21. The Festival 

will showcase local crafters as well as residents of Simpson Meadows. There also will be home baked goods, games 

all day and ”Grandma’s Attic” – our collection of gently used items. Lunch will be lunch served in the Garden View 

Café from 11:30-1:30. Proceeds benefit the Caring Friends Fund which helps residents in need. 
 

Used Book Sale 
The Friends of the Downingtown Library will hold their Fall Book Sale at the library, from 5-7:30 PM on Friday, 

Oct. 20; from 9 AM-4 PM on Saturday, Oct. 21; and from 1-4 PM on Sunday, Oct. 22.  
 

www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/35680


This Run’s Personal 
1,500 people are expected to participate in the Team CMMD Foundation’s fourth annual 5K run and 1-mile walk 

over Downingtown’s streets on Saturday morning, November 4, beginning at DHS West High School. Proceeds go 

to local cancer families. For more details, go to: http://teamcmmd.org/project/this-runs-personal/ 
 

Christmas Care Package 
The annual Military Christmas Care Package Drive, for items to be sent to military personnel, ends on Monday, 

October 23. For a listing of items that can be included in the packages and local drop-off points, see: 

www.downingtown.org/images/OpMilitaryChristmas2017.jpg 
 

Boo Bash 
The Downingtown Parks & Rec Commission is having a Halloween Boo Bash in Kerr Park, from 4-9 PM on 

Saturday, October 28. Festivities include a costume and pumpkin carving contest as well as a Halloween-themed 

double feature. 
 

Drug Take Back Event:  
You can drop off expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs at the Downingtown Borough Hall annex 

building from 10 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, October 28, The DEA cannot accept liquids, or needles or sharps, 

only pills or patches. The service is free and anonymous, no questions asked. For more information, call 610-269-

0344, ext. 200 or email info@downingtown.org 
 

Mill at Anselma  
The Mill at Anselma, Route. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, is open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM. Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot 

water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org.   
 

Roast Beef Dinner 
Marshallton Methodist Church, 1282 W. Strasburg Road, will have a Roast Beef Dinner (eat-in or take-out) from 

4:30-6:30 PM on Saturday, October 21. Menu includes: roast beef, mushroom & brown gravy, mashed potatoes, 

green beans, cole slaw, applesauce, rolls, dessert and a beverage. To order tickets, send an email to: 

office@marshalltonchurch.org or call 610-696-5247. If ordered before October 17, tickets are $13 for adults and $5 

for children (ages 5-12). Tickets bought at the door, are $15 for adults and $5 for children.  
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center via: 

www.downingtownseniors.org 
 

Open Houses in Lionville 

The Uwchlan Township Historical Commission will offer several open house events in the Lionville National 

Historic District on the first Sunday of the month, from April through November, at the John Cadwalader House and 

the Edith P. Moore School. Both are located on North Village Avenue and are staffed and open from 2 - 4 PM.  

the Moore School is the original one-room building where children can try on clothing replicas of the period and sit 

at historical desks. For more info, call 610-280-9522. 
 

Lyme disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
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Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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Where and What Is This? 

The first person who correctly identifies the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your responses to: dahs19335@gmail.com 

 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites via  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw/videos 

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw/videos
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


 

Book Sale is this weekend 
You’ll find thousands of gently used books and CDs for sale at ridiculously low prices at the 

Historical Society’s Used Book Sale on the weekend of October 28, and 29 at Ashbridge House, 

our headquarters in the Ashbridge Square shopping center, next to the Chick-Fil-A Restaurant, 

on Route 30 in East Caln.  

The types of hard cover books and paperback/soft cover books and other items that will be on 

sale, include: History, Fiction, Young Adult, Politics, Philosophy, Art, Travel, Gardening, 

Religion, CDs and Maps.  

The Book Sale will be open to the public from 10 AM until 3 PM on Saturday, October 28, 

when you also can see a bookbinding demonstration by Ramon Townsend, master bookbinder. 

And from noon until 4 PM on Sunday, October 29, everyone will have an opportunity to Meet 

Local Authors Marion Piccolomini, Blair Thornburgh, Jim Sundman, Jay Worrall and Catherine 

Quillman, as well as buy books. 

 

 

What was happening here 52 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in local papers in the latter part of May 1965: 

• The School Board decided to punish the nine seniors, who were suspended after they were 

caught drinking alcoholic beverages while on the class trip to New York City, by requiring 

each of them to write a 1,000-word report every afternoon for five days.  

• Downingtown’s Borough Council was pummeled by Joseph Mento, who lived on 

Highland Avenue, about the borough’s failure to pursue several cave-ins at residential properties 

in the west end of the borough. And Joseph McFadden had sued the borough for negligence 

because he had to move out of his Highland Avenue home because it was sagging after a “wash-

out” on December 24.  

• Mrs. Ralph Baldwin was sworn in as the acting Postmaster of Lionville’s Post Office, 

ending the possibility that the village’s Post Office would be closed, or redesignated as a branch 

of the Exton Post Office. 

• DHS commercial students, who earned certificates for typing 40 words per minute, 

included Daniel Yost, Oscar Asparagus, Robert Stephens and Susan Blake. Those who earned 

30-words-a minute certificates were Edward Dazio, Thomas Mento, Dorothy Zittle, Ellen 

Morris, Francis Horsey, Nancy Harple and Peter Cortlessa.  

• Elected as officers of the Mission Circle 1 at Windsor Baptist Church in Eagle were 

Mrs. Charles Popjoy, president; Mrs. Ross Hershey, vice president; Mrs. Warren Supplee, 

secretary; Jeanette Stiteler, treasurer; Mrs. Oscar Darlington, communications; Mrs. Raymond 

McBride, White Cross and love gift; Helen Hoffman, Christian service; and Mrs. Clarence Rice, 

missionaries. 

• Linda Sheesley and Kathryn Hallman won first and second place trophies, respectively, in 

a spelling bee at Downingtown Junior High. 

• Newly-elected trustees at Marshalllton Methodist Church were Myron Caffey, 

president; James Hamilton, vice president; Douglas Barr, secretary; and Mrs. David Johnson, 



treasurer. And the church’s board included Rev. William Keller, chairman; John Cann, vice 

chairman; William Ludwick, secretary; Mrs. David Johnson, treasurer; and Mrs. Harry 

Wickersham, financial secretary. 

• Norton Lownsbery was inducted as the new president of the Downingtown Area 

Teachers Education Association, succeeding Sally Northeimer. Other new officers were Joseph 

Creamer, second vice president Richard Thatcher, third vice president; Ted Maurer, secretary; 

and Leonard Arbuckle, treasurer. 

• Deborah Vischer, a 16-year-old junior at DHS, was the first runner-up in the first Chester 

County Junior Miss competition. She also won the Miss Personality plaque. 

• Elected as officers of the Women’s Christian Service group at Downingtown Methodist 

Church were Mrs. Paul McCombs, president; Mrs. Walter Myers, vice president; Mrs. lambert 

McGuckin, secretary; Mrs. Harvey Young, treasurer; Mrs. Richard Nelms, spiritual life; Mrs. 

Howard Adams and Mrs. Elmer Kohls, promotion; Mrs. Raymond Schollenbeger, programs; 

Mrs. George Wagner, Christian social relations; Mrs. Charles Ezrah, campus ministry and Mrs. 

Norman Whiteside, supplies. 

• Committee chairmen for the Woman’s Community Club of Uwchlan’s Garden Class 

Fall Flower Show included Mrs. Archambault, general chairman; Mrs. Joseph Hemphill, co-

chairman; Mrs. Harry Ebert, schedule; Mrs. Garrett Brownback, staging; Mrs. Horace Phipps, 

entries; Mrs. Wade Hayhurst. Decorations; Mrs. Elroy Butterman, hospitality; Mrs. Barry 

Buckley, judges; and Mrs. Eric Bittmann, junior exhibits. 

• Judged as winners for their work in the Downingtown Junior High Art Exhibit were: 

ninth graders Joan Poffenbarger, first; Kathy Black, second; Donald Degezelle, third. 

• Committee chairmen of the Downingtown branch of the Chester County Auxiliary 

were Mrs. Charles Huber, volunteer services; Mrs. Kurt Wandel, pinkies; Mrs. Raymond 

Greenleaf and Mrs. Richard Howell, Chester County Day; Mrs. Thomas Parke gift shop; Mrs. 

Robert Dean, visiting committee; Mrs. William Jobe, telephone; Mrs. Ralph Ralston and Mrs. 

Frank Peirson, ways and means; and Mrs. Donald Shields, cupboard. 

• Scoutmaster Harry Rauch of Boy Scout Troop 23 handed out these awards at a Court of 

Honor at Central Presbyterian Church: Thomas Hickey and John Nixdorf, two-year pins; Tony 

McQuail and Frank Bishop, one-year pins; John Marriott and John Weaver, Tenderfoot pins; 

Chuck Mitman, Palmer Raysor and Michael McCardell, Star awards; and Thomas Hickey, Eagle 

award. 

• New officers of the Philathea Sunshine Class at East Brandywine Baptist Church were 

Alice Esworthy, president; Mrs. Theresa Crane, vice president; Elizabeth Mendenhall, secretary; 

and Mineola Jones treasurer.  

• Elected as officers of the Ladies of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Downingtown, were 

Mrs. Philip Burns, president; Mrs. Thomas Woodward, vice president; Mrs. Robert Cozzone, 

recording secretary; Mrs. Joseph Massucci, corresponding secretary; and Mrs. George Dailey, 

treasurer. 

• The Downingtown branch of the Memorial Hospital Auxiliary elected these officers: 

Mrs. Edward Towson, president; Mrs. Nicholas Alexander, vice president; Mrs. Donald 

Mitchell, treasurer; Mrs. Stanley Walters, financial secretary; and Mrs. Frank Sinex, 

corresponding secretary. 

 



It was the Buck Tavern in East Brandywine 

 

Ed Hayes is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who correctly identified 

the site in the photo above as the former Buck Tavern on Route 322 in East Brandywine 

Township. It was built in 1799 by Samuel McFarlan and was operated as a tavern for nearly a 

century, according to Barbara Paul’s A History of East Brandywine Township, the building was 

nearly destroyed by a fire in 1880, but it was rebuilt that same year. The nearby Buck School, 

built ca. 1860, was named after the tavern. But after the tavern “became somewhat 

unrespectable,” the school was renamed the Harmony School, according to Paul. The building 

was converted into apartments in the 1970s, and one of the tenants in the 1980s was Ed Hayes.  

 

 
In case you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 
If you missed the October 19 Hist-O-Gram, you can access it via: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/October%2019%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 
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What locals were talking about 67 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local newspapers in the latter part of May 1950: 

• Pepperidge Farms Inc. observed the first anniversary of its opening a plant in 

Downingtown by serving cake and ice cream to its 135 employees.  

• Newly elected officers of the Downingtown Lions Club were Morris Jackson, president; 

Dr. William Reed, first vice president; Leebert Chambers, second vice president; Irwin Pollock, 

third vice president; John Rogers, secretary; Joseph Matthewson, treasurer; Wilson Pollock, tail 

twister; Dr. Anthony Ricci, assistant tail twister; William McNamara, lion tamer; and Horace 

Miller, assistant lion tamer. 

• Winners of the essay contest, sponsored by the Downingtown Junior Woman’s Club, 

were Bobby Hamilton, first; Peggy McCausland, second; and Kathleen D’Attilio, third.  

• Officers of the Marshallton School PTA were Mrs. Ralph Wilson, president; Mrs. 

Norman, vice president; Mrs. Milton Durnall, treasurer; and Mrs. David Johnson, secretary. 

• Installed as officers of the Christian Endeavor group at Windsor Baptist Church in 

Eagle were Sarah May Popjoy, president; Walter Styer, vice president; Suzanne Popjoy, 

secretary; Mary Henley, treasurer; and Doris Hoffman, pianist. 

• Elected as officers of the West Pikeland PTA were Mrs. Kenneth Hall, president; John 

Carmichael, vice president; Mrs. C. E. Platt, secretary; and Mrs. Nevin Meyer, treasurer. 

• Standing committee chairmen of the Ladies Auxiliary of St. Anthony’s Lodge were 

Mrs. Richard Ciarlone, finance; Mrs. Charles DiSante, publicity; Mrs. Anthony Viscichini, 

refreshments; Mrs. Orlando Marino, hostess; and Mary Mento, entertainment. 

• Winners at the Marshallton School’s pet show were Barbara Durnall’s toy terrier, first; 

John Gaines’ rabbit, second; and Marian McCardell’s cat, third. 

• Students of Mrs. Atlee Ney, who participated in a piano recital at West Ward School, 

included Linda Whiteman, Jeanne Ney, Jimmy Charles, Huston Mattson, Dorothy Fisher, Susie 

Norris and George Lowe. 

• Fifth and sixth graders in the Upper Uwchlan Township School District, who starred in 

an operetta in Byers Hall, were Nancy Hope, Larry Reed and George Miller. Between acts, piano 

solos were played by Suzanne Robinson, Janet Hoffman and Joanne Quartucci. 

• Committee chairmen at the Marshallton Methodist Church included Mrs. Merrill Cann, 

missionary; Mrs. Earl Spellman. spiritual life; Alice Shoemaker, supply; Mrs. Edward 

Ellingsworth, publications; and Mrs. Harry Wickersham, children’s work. 

• Dr. George Bousum, president of the Downingtown Little League, reported that 72 of 

the 168 boys, who tried out had played for one of the league’s for teams—Pepperidge Farms, St. 

Anthony’s, Odd Fellow and the VFW. 

• First and second graders at Indiantown School in Glen Moore who sang a “health song” 

at an assembly were Jimmie Givins, Bobby Shingle, Vincent Myers, Joyce Davis, and Gladys 

and Donna McKinstry. And piano solos were played by Shirley Evans, Betty Cannella, Dolores 

Harple and Lillie Miller. 

• Members of the Lionville School Hi-Y group elected these officers: Robert Peoples, 

president; Alice Smedley, vice president; Jerry Stinson, secretary; and Sam Matthews, treasurer. 

• Winners in the high school division of the Downingtown Woman’s Club’s Garden 

Class Flower Show were Joan Lenhardt, first; Joyce Edwards, second; and Elizabeth Jenkins, 

third. And winners in the junior (under 12 years old) division were Charles Bruton, first; Robert 

Manning, second; and Gale Miller, third. 



 

Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

This ad was originally published in the May 2, 1965 edition of the Daily Local News. 



 

Group Photo of the Week

 

The DHS Class of 1967 recently held its 50th reunion at St. Anthony’s Lodge. It was impossible 

to identify all the classmate accurately, but if you blow up this photo, you may recognize many 

of the 84 classmates who attended the reunion. 

 
New site on how to trace your property’s history  
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on this 

revised site: www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/35680 

 
Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Red Cross Blood Drives 
The American Red Cross will accept donations of blood at the following local sites: 2-7 PM on Thursday, Nov. 2, at 

Downingtown Country Club, 93 Country Club Road, Downingtown; 9 AM-2 PM, on Wednesday, Nov. 8 at the 

Chester County Intermediate Unit, 455 Boot Road, Downingtown; 7 AM-5 PM on Friday, Nov. 10, at Collegium 

Charter School, 535 James Hance Court, Exton; 2-7 PM on Thursday, Nov. 2 at Forks of the Brandywine 

Presbyterian Church, 1648 Horseshoe Pike (Rte. 322), Glen Moore. 
 

Mills & More Mills 
Dan Campbell, with over 30 years of experience in architecture and historic preservation, will present a slide 

show, out-lining techniques used in finding and documenting historic mills, including many that were in the East 

Brandywine area, at 3:30 PM on Sunday, November 19. The presentation, sponsored by the East Brandywine 

Historical Commission, will be held at the township building on Route 322 in Guthriesville. 
 

www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/35680


A Play About Ben Franklin’s Sister, Jenny 
Local historian Gene Delaplane will narrate the play “Jenny,” who was Ben Franklin’s youngest and extremely poor 

sibling. Drawing on primary sources, the play focuses on the interaction between Benjamin and his sister who is 

considered his life-long confidant. The play plants an excellent portrait of the challenges of a woman's life during 

18th Colonial America. The play will be presented at 7 PM by the West Caln Historical Society on Tuesday, 

November 21, in the West Caln Township Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Highway, Wagontown (Coatesville for 

GPS). Everyone welcome, no charge. Meetings are free and open to the public 
 

This Run’s Personal 
1,500 people are expected to participate in the Team CMMD Foundation’s fourth annual 5K run and 1-mile walk 

over Downingtown’s streets on Saturday morning, November 4, beginning at DHS West High School. Proceeds go 

to local cancer families. For more details, go to: http://teamcmmd.org/project/this-runs-personal/ 
 

Boo Bash 
The Downingtown Parks & Rec Commission is having a Halloween Boo Bash in Kerr Park, from 4-9 PM on 

Saturday, October 28. Festivities include a costume and pumpkin carving contest as well as a Halloween-themed 

double feature. 
 

Drug Take Back Event:  
You can drop off expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs at the Downingtown Borough Hall annex 

building from 10 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, October 28, The DEA cannot accept liquids, or needles or sharps, 

only pills or patches. The service is free and anonymous, no questions asked. For more information, call 610-269-

0344, ext. 200 or email info@downingtown.org 
 

History of Northern Chester County  
On Thursday evening, November 2, The Mill at Anselma will host local author Catherine Quillman, who will 

introduce the audience to the history of the people and places of northern Chester County, a region distinctly 

different from the Quaker-dominated southern Chester County. Catherine, a former resident of “Ludwig’s Corner,” 

will show rare photographs from her collection and speak on a range of people, including the Bull family which 

included Levi Bull, who helped establish many of the area’s Episcopal Churches. Her talk will also touch upon the 

contributions of the early Irish settlers, German tavern owners and the Welsh road-builders. More recent history will 

include the residents who lost their homes to eminent domain during the creation of Marsh Creek Lake in the late 

1960s. 

This event will be held in Bell Hall at Montgomery School, 1141 Kimberton Road, Chester Springs. It will begin at 

6:30 PM with a wine & cheese reception, followed by the evening’s topic at 7 PM. Tickets may be purchased at the 

door for $5. Members of The Mill at Anselma attend free of charge. Quillman was an arts journalist at the 

Philadelphia Inquirer. Her background in publications has included running her own greeting card company, 

Country Scenes, and her current work, publishing regional history books illustrated with old postcards and vintage 

photographs. 

The Mill at Anselma, Route. 401 (1730 Conestoga Road), ½ mile west of Route. 113 in Chester Springs, is open for 

tours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM. Visitors will learn how a mill was operated, see the 16 foot 

water wheel power Colonial-era gears and mill stones, and see and feel the final product as it flows from the stones. 

Admission to the Mill is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors, and $3 for children ages 4-14. Children under 4 are free.  For 

more information, contact the Mill at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or visit www.anselmamill.org.   
 

Senior Center programs & activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center via: 

www.downingtownseniors.org 
 

Lyme disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
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Brochure on DARC classes & activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 
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Where and What Is This? 

 
The first person who correctly identifies the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your responses to: dahs19335@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 
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What locals were talking about 36 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in early November 

1981: 

• The DHS marching band won the state championship. The band’s director, Brent 

Lewis, was a temporary replacement for Gary Wagner, who was on a sabbatical leave until 

January 1982. Lewis had earned a BS degree in music education at West Chester State College 

in 1979. Soon after taking on the band director position at DHS in August, Lewis realized the 

high school band was pretty good, especially after it did well in several cavalcade competitions. 

After the band returned from the state competition at Hershey at 10 PM, 141 musicians marched 

down Pennsylvania and Manor Avenues in the borough to the high school.  

Drum majors were Amy Bender and Erica Abrams; Lisa Keller was the silk captain. Michele 

Lumniello led the pom-pom squad. Rifle captain was Anna Etheridge, and Gwen Glattes was 

majorette captain. Among Lewis’s staff was Ed Otto, a DHS grad and freshman at West Chester 

State, who was responsible for the rifle squad and now is director of the DHS West band. 

• West Bradford officials were considering the creation of an ambulance corps. Jack 

Hines, township manager, said there had been 350 ambulance calls in West Bradford in 1980. 

• Fran DiFuria, a DHS grad and a music education major at West Chester State College, 

won the Miss Chester County contest. 

• West Pikeland supervisors were informed that the Yellow Springs complex was plagued 

by financial problems, and were considering a means of retaining ownership of the historical 

property in Chester Springs. 

• Plans to divide East Brandywine Township into two voting precincts were presented to 

the supervisors, The suggested change was caused by significant growth, to about 1,000 

registered voters in the township, and a voter turnout that exceeded 50 percent in recent 

elections. The current polling site was the East Brandywine Fire Co, and either Brandywine-

Wallace School or the clubhouse at the Culbertson Run development were potential second 

polling places.  

• Members of the Women of Messiah Lutheran Church group, who were making  plans 

for Christmas bazaar, included Pat Musselman, Yvonne Petrillo, Carol Marshall, Lorie Petrie, 

Wanda Snyder, Caroline Hadfield and Helen Petrie. 

• The DHS football team beat Great Valley 16-15, after Larry Lark caught a pass from 

quarterback Mike McCormick and scampered for a touchdown. The other Whippet TD was 

scored by Keith Butcher, and Brad Novak booted a field goal. Coach Chic Chiccino also cited 

the defensive efforts of Penn Frey and Randy Molnar, who each had eight tackles, and Lee 

Ellmaker, who had seven. 

• Members of the DHS soccer squad who made the all-Ches-Mont team included Steve 

Forgione, Rich Evangelista, Don Wix, Song In Son (also named the league’s MVP) and Dave 

Zynn. And Whippets named to the all-C-M League field hockey team were Koren Horsey, 

Laura Gaspari, Fern Faller, Kathy Burke, Tisha Eagles, and Barb McAuliffe. Named to the all-

Ches-Mont cross-country team were Joanne Migliaccio and Bret Urbine 

• Stephanie Morris won the best costume prize in the Downingtown Halloween parade, 

sponsored by the Chesco Sertoma Club. 



• Winners of the Downingtown-Uwchlan Recreation Commission pumpkin carving 

contest included Michael McHenry, smallest and funniest; Dana Tarka, scariest and first 

finished; Allison McHenry, largest and last-finished. 

It was the fire at the Downingtown Farmers Market

 
Dennis Nelms is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person who correctly 

identified the scene in the photo above as the Downingtown Farmers Market fire in 1976.  

The Farmers Market was built in 1952 by Tabas Enterprises, and it closed in 1999. It was located 

where the Staples and Home Depot stores are now, on the northern section of the Ashbridge 

Square Shopping Center. 

Mark Rozzo, who recalls seeing the smoke from the fire while he was at recess at East Ward 

School, sent this 1979 New York Times article about the Farmers Market after it was rebuilt: 
www.nytimes.com/1979/07/08/archives/farmers-markets-shopping-is-a-carnival.html?_r=0 
 

 

 

Leftover books on sale for $5 each or a bag-full for $5 
Thanks to everyone who came to the Historical Society’s Used Book Sale last weekend and 

bought nearly 1,000 books. However, due to the incessant rainfall on Sunday, sales were lower 

than expected, and we’ve got more than 1,000 books left. 

That’s why we’re extending the Book Sale to Sunday afternoon (1-4 PM), November 5. 

Better yet, we have reduced the price of books to only 50 cents, except for some marked, high-

value books and sets. Or you can buy a bag-full of books for just $5. The Historical Society 

will supply bags, or you can bring your own bag. 

http://www.nytimes.com/1979/07/08/archives/farmers-markets-shopping-is-a-carnival.html?_r=0


 

 

 

What locals were talking about 84 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the Downingtown Archive in September, 

October and November of 1933. 

• Repeal of the federal Prohibition Law (784 yeas, 401 nays) and approval of sports 

events on Sundays (841 yeas, 404 nays) highlighted the election results in Downingtown. 

• The Collins and Aikman mill on Bondsville Road in East Brandywine, which had been 

idle for about two years, was expected to re-open and hire more than 300 employees. The 

increase in the work force at the mill was due to the installation of 150 weaving looms, used to 

produce plush materials. The shutdown several years earlier, which resulted in moving all of the 

finishing and dyeing equipment to the firm’s Philadelphia plants, was caused by problems with 

dissolution of spent dye water.  

• Hopewell Methodist Church in East Brandywine celebrated its 150th anniversary. The 

church was founded in 1783 by James Batten, after Francis Asbury, a Methodist circuit rider, 

“stood barefoot and preached to a congregation of men in homespun and women in sunbonnets 

and aprons,” according to Barbara Paul’s A History of East Brandywine Township.  

• The Lionville Fire Company’s banquet included the burning of its mortgage, which had 

financed the construction of its two-story firehouse, built on Village Avenue in the summer of 

1929. Officers of the company were Humphrey Happersett, president; Sherman Kirkpatrick, vice 

president; Alvin Phipps, secretary; Edmund Pechin, treasurer; William Peterson, chief; Kenton 

Newlin, assistant chief; and trustees Joseph Phipps and Richard Meredith. 

• About 1,200 spectators turned out for the brief dedication program of the new football 

field behind the high school, before the DHS football team’s opening game, against 

Phoenixville, which ended in a scoreless tie.   

• Downingtown was expected to have a “professional” basketball team in the Lancaster 

County League. Other teams in the league were Brownstown, Adamstown, Lancaster and New 

Holland. The Downingtown squad was expected to include: George “Dink Irwin, DHS Class of 

1924, who briefly played for Cleveland in the American Basketball League; and Carson Elliot, 

former center for Yale. However, those hopes were dashed when managers of the Downingtown 

team had to withdraw from the league because they failed to post a $50 forfeit fee. 

• However, a Community Basketball League was formed in Downingtown. Teams in the 

league included: the Red Men, the Field Club, Greenleaf’s Cowboys, Downingtown Paper Co. 

and the Independents. The games were played in a gymnasium on the second floor of the 

Minquas Fire Co. 

• The Pennsylvania Railroad was offering local folks their “last chance” to see the 

Chicago World’s Fair by paying only $15.75 for a round trip ticket for a train, which left 

Downingtown on Saturday, October 21 and returned to the borough four days later. 

• Local physician Dr. Thomas Parke reported to the board of the Downingtown-Chester 

valley Community Chest that a patient had to pay $3.99 per day at Chester County Hospital. 

  

  

 

 



 

Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

This ad was originally published in the February 9, 1950 edition of the Daily Local News. 

 

 

 

 



 

Group Photo of the Week 
 

The dummy drag was one of the many events youngsters who attended East Brandywine Fire 

Company’s recent open house participated in. Attendees also saw demonstrations of firefighters 

forcing doors, cutting holes in a roof, and advancing hose lines through a smoke-filler structure 

to rescue a victim. 

 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites via  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw/videos 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw/videos


In case you missed any Hist-O-Grams in October 
If you missed any of the Hist-O-Grans we published in October, you can access them now by 

clicking on: 

October 5: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/October%205%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

October12: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/October%2012%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

October 19: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/October%2019%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

October 26: www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/October%2026%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

 

 

Clip Joint will be open on Sunday, November 5 
One way you can recover from all the Halloween candy you’ve been eating is by coming to the 

Historical Society’s monthly Clip Joint session, from 1-4 PM on Sunday, November 5, when 

you’ll have an opportunity to help clip and paste newspaper articles for our archival collection. 

The session will be held at Ashbridge House, our 308-year-old headquarters, next to the Chick-

Fil-A restaurant in the Ashbridge Square Shopping Center on Route 30 in East Caln. 

 

 

New site on how to trace your property’s history  
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on this 

revised site: www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/35680 

 
Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Red Cross Blood Drives 
The American Red Cross will accept donations of blood at the following local sites: 2-7 PM on Thursday, Nov. 2, at 

Downingtown Country Club, 93 Country Club Road, Downingtown; 9 AM-2 PM, on Wednesday, Nov. 8 at the 

Chester County Intermediate Unit, 455 Boot Road, Downingtown; 7 AM-5 PM on Friday, Nov. 10, at Collegium 

Charter School, 535 James Hance Court, Exton; 2-7 PM on Thursday, Nov. 2 at Forks of the Brandywine 

Presbyterian Church, 1648 Horseshoe Pike (Rte. 322), Glen Moore. 
 

Volunteers Needed 
The Mill at Anselma is recruiting responsible, enthusiastic volunteers, age 18+, who are interested in either giving 

tours or in the planning and execution of fundraising events. Information sessions will take place at The Mill at 

Anselma, 1730 Conestoga Rd., Chester Springs, on Wednesday, November 15 at 7pm and again on Thursday, 

November 16 at 11am. Attendance is encouraged at one session, if possible, to learn about The Mill and what is 

involved in being a volunteer 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/October%205%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/October%205%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/October%2012%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/October%2012%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/October%2019%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/October%2019%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/October%2026%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/October%2026%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/35680


Tour guides will receive on-going training and support related to the history of the mill, and the workings of the 

Colonial-era gears and stones. They will also will have the opportunity to meet many interesting people from near 

and far and to help out on demonstration grinding days and other special events such as Colonial Children’s Day and 

Life in the 1860’s Day. Tours of The Mill take place on weekends from April to December. 

Event volunteers will be welcome to contribute fund raising ideas and to help plan and execute events both large and 

small. In addition to planning events, help is always needed with marketing, event registration, raffle sales and 

auction assistance. 

If you can afford a little time and are interested in joining our team, please call Kathy Lovell at 610-827-1906 and 

plan to attend one of the informational meetings.  
 

Mills & More Mills 
Dan Campbell, with over 30 years of experience in architecture and historic preservation, will present a slide 

show, out-lining techniques used in finding and documenting historic mills, including many that were in the East 

Brandywine area, at 3:30 PM on Sunday, November 19. The presentation, sponsored by the East Brandywine 

Historical Commission, will be held at the township building on Route 322 in Guthriesville. 
 

A Play About Ben Franklin’s Sister, Jenny 
Local historian Gene Delaplane will narrate the play “Jenny,” who was Ben Franklin’s youngest and extremely poor 

sibling. Drawing on primary sources, the play focuses on the interaction between Benjamin and his sister who is 

considered his life-long confidant. The play plants an excellent portrait of the challenges of a woman's life during 

18th Colonial America. The play will be presented at 7 PM by the West Caln Historical Society on Tuesday, 

November 21, in the West Caln Township Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Highway, Wagontown (Coatesville for 

GPS). Everyone welcome, no charge. Meetings are free and open to the public 
 

This Run’s Personal 
1,500 people are expected to participate in the Team CMMD Foundation’s fourth annual 5K run and 1-mile walk 

over Downingtown’s streets on Saturday morning, November 4, beginning at DHS West High School. Proceeds go 

to local cancer families. For more details, go to: http://teamcmmd.org/project/this-runs-personal/ 
 

Senior Center Programs & Activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center via: 

www.downingtownseniors.org 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC Classes & Activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet Room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

http://teamcmmd.org/project/this-runs-personal/
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Where and What Is This? 

 
The first person who correctly identifies the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your responses to: dahs19335@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 
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What locals were talking about 36 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the East Branch Citizen in the latter part of 

November 1981: 

• Charles Tabas was trying to sell the former Collins and Aikman mill on Bondsville 

Road in East Brandywine. Tabas purchased the mill in 1965 and leased it for warehousing. The 

mill was abandoned from 1969 until 2004, when East Brandywine Township purchased a tract of 

25 acres, including the mill. In recent years, the township has been converting the Bondsville 

Mill property into a passive recreation park. For more info on the property, see: 

www.ebrandywine.org/DocumentCenter/View/460. 

• West Bradford was planning to have a new township headquarters in about three years. 

Jack Hines, township manager, was looking for a 10-acre site, needed to accommodate 

maintenance facilities as well as administrative offices. 

• The Downingtown School Board approved the establishment of a DHS swim team for 

boys and girls. However, the school directors turned down a request by the Malvern Swim 

Association, which wanted members of the DHS team to be allowed to participate in the Malvern 

program’s practices twice a week instead of coming to all of the high school team’s practices. 

• John Brown, a member of the Downingtown Junior High faculty, was named the 

Pennsylvania Industrial Arts Association’s top teacher. 

• Members of St. James Episcopal Church, Downingtown, responsible for its Christmas 

Bazaar included Anne Byrne, Ella Lammey, Marjorie Dusinberre, Penny Fitzgerald, Margaret 

Greenleaf, Ethel Ericson, Polly Radcliffe, Margaret Lindeke and Nancy Dell. 

• Members of Boy Scout Troop 82, Downingtown, who participated in a weekend camp-

out, included Richard Nields, Mike Hirthler, Tom and Jeff Brailer, Brian Gomez, David and Bob 

Hausch, David Robinson, Michael and Bradley Roth, Jeff Zeiders, Larry Bronson and Michael 

Kerns.   

• Members of the Outreach Committee at Marshallton Methodist Church were Brenda 

Brenneman, Brenda Martin, Dolores McClure, Bob Ludwick, Jeanne Lowery, Clint and Eileen 

Fetterman, Joe and Carol Chapman and Joseph Herr. 

• Newly elected officers of the board of the West Bradford Youth Athletic Association 

were Jim Hobbs, president; Mary Lou Williford, secretary; and Paulette Fichter, treasurer. 

Members of the board included Jim O’Doherty, Janet Cafferky, Wayne Fichter, Don Foy, Bob 

Wilson and Bill Moyer.  

• Property transfers included: 355 Peck Road, Uwchlan, $82,000; 1 Ashley Lane, 

Thorndale, $50,900; 132 South Lloyd Avenue, Downingtown, $56,990; 1408 Dodd Drive, West 

Bradford, $61,305. 

• Downingtown Girl Scouts Cynthia Good and Stephanie Hogarth who received First 

Class awards at a service meeting held at Messiah Lutheran Church. 

• Art students of Gert Hopkins, in a group known as the Pickering Picassos, who exhibited 

their work at the Uwchlan Friends Meetinghouse, included Joe Kavanaugh, Anita Routzahn, 

Florence Peraldo, Dottie Sowell, Hank Wilder, Coz Hines, Mary Ann Holec, Jo Ann Vontor, 

Trish Quinn, Joanne Swanson, Bobbie Dinwiddie, Petie Pickwick, Cindy Bender, Nancy 

Newman, Hilda Leighton and Ruby TenHoopen. 

 

www.ebrandywine.org/DocumentCenter/View/460


It was the smokestack at the former site of the 

Bicking and Brandywine Paper Companies 

 
Alan Ciarlone is a truly perceptive scholar because he was the first person to correctly identify 

the site in the above photo as the smokestack used by the Bicking Paper Mill and, subsequently, 

by the Brandywine Paper Co. In recent years, the smokestack was located in the parking lot of 

what is now Milito's Ristorante. The smokestack was recently razed after it was determined to be 

unsafe and would have cost a fortune to repair it. Paper mills smokestacks once dotted the 

borough. Today, there are two smokestacks on the former Sonoco (DOPACO) paper mill 

property on Brandywine Avenue. 

 

 

Clipping session at Historical Society on Tuesday night 
There will be a clipping session at Ashbridge House, the Historical Society’s headquarters next 

to the Chick-Fil-A Restaurant on Route 30, East Caln, at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, November 14. 

You’ll have an opportunity to catch up on local gossip, as well as clip and paste newspaper 

articles for our archival collection. 
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What was happening here in November 1956 
Noted below are news items originally published in the Downingtown Archive 61 years ago: 

• President Dwight Eisenhower received a huge majority (4,907-2,112) of the votes in the 

Downingtown area in the U. S. Presidential election. And the Johnsontown precinct was the 

sole section of Downingtown where the majority of residents voted in favor of Democrat Adlai 

Stevenson. 

• The average family income in the Downingtown area was $7,200, while the average in 

the Coatesville area was $6,900, and $7,500 in the West Chester area. 

• Winners of a Book Fair poster contest were Lee Berry, Nancy Heugh, Robert Crane, 

Elizabeth Cannella and Susan Gilbert. 

• Four former DHS gridders—Johnny Chilla, Jim Walton, Dick Goudie and Joe Rodri—

were playing on North Carolina State University’s football team. 

• Officers of the Holy Name Society at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Downingtown, 

were George Ciarlone, president; Frank Nurthen, vice president; James Groome, secretary; and 

William Woodruff, treasurer. 

• Finalists in the Voice of Democracy speech contest at DHS were Nancy Brown, Ruth 

Brookover, Judy Orr, Marjorie Lawn and Edward Popjoy. 

 

 

Used Book Sale extended for two more weekends 

 
These are just a few of the thousands of used books that will be on sale on the next two Sunday 

afternoons (1-4 PM), November 12 and November 19, at Ashbridge House, the Historical 

Society’s headquarters, next to the Chick-Fil-A restaurant in the Ashbridge Square Shopping 

Center on Route 30. We have reduced the price of books to only 50 cents, except for some 

marked, high-value books and sets. Or you can buy a bag-full of books for just $5.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/136323699717931/photos/gm.138949993498229/2804449832905291/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/136323699717931/photos/gm.138949993498229/2804449832905291/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/136323699717931/photos/gm.138949993498229/2804449832905291/?type=3


News in Downingtown 84 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in the Downingtown Archive during the Winter 

months of 1933-34. 

• Downingtown area residents were stunned when they learned of the death of William 

MacAlpine, 30-year-old head coach of the DHS football and basketball teams, in January 1934. 

MacAlpine suffered a ruptured bladder after he was accidentally elbowed during a basketball 

team practice. His condition improved following emergency surgery at Chester County Hospital. 

However, the onset of peritonitis and pneumonia proved to be fatal. 

• Improvements in Downingtown—funded by the federal Civil Works Administration, a 

U.S. job creation program established for the duration of the hard winter of 1933-34, during 

the Great Depression, to rapidly create manual labor jobs for millions of unemployed workers—

included: widening Brandywine Creek below the Lancaster Avenue bridge, installing a water 

main on Green Street, installing a lily pond in Kerr Park, and installing a concrete sidewalk on 

Manor Avenue, outside the new Junior-Senior High School. 

• The Downingtown Lions Club’s Welfare Committee agreed to sponsor a weekly cooking 

class at East Ward School for unemployed women and wives of unemployed men. 

• After 10-year-old Jimmy Dolan suffered a broken leg and other injuries, when he was 

struck by a car while roller skating on West Lancaster Avenue, Downingtown Burgess Calvin 

Ax ordered the borough police to start arresting anyone caught roller skating on Lancaster 

Avenue (Route 30) within the borough limits. 

• More than 600 youngsters attended the Christmas party at the Roosevelt Theatre on 

Brandywine Avenue, Downingtown, as guests of the local VFW Post and the Downingtown 

Business Men’s Club. The entertainment included a Laurel and Hardy film. Each child was given 

an orange and a stocking filled with candy and small toys. 

• Although the Downingtown School Board didn’t sanction the establishment of DHS 

boys’ and girls’ swimming teams until 1981, a contingent of female swimmers competed with 

girls’ teams from four schools in an “informal meet” in February 1934 at the Coatesville YMCA 

pool. Coatesville won, and Downingtown came in second. 

• An Archive columnist noted in January 1934 that H.B. Sides’ (later Greenleaf’s) 

Pharmacy on West Lancaster Avenue in Downingtown was the first drug store to sell Coca Cola 

at its soda fountain. 

• The DHS boys’ basketball squad lost to Coatesville by a 13-12 margin in its opening 

game in the Suburban III League competition. Center Harry Hilton scored 8 of Downingtown’s 

12 points. However, in the jayvee contest before the varsity fray, Downingtown Junior High beat 

Coatesville 14-12. And Betty Pollock canned 10 points, as the DHS girls’ basketball team 

defeated Phoenixville 25-20. 

 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites via  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw/videos 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Job_creation_program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Depression
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw/videos


 

Vintage Ad of the Week 

This ad was originally published in the May 11, 1965 edition of the Daily Local News. 
 

 

 



 

Group Photo of the Week 

 
About 1,500 people participated in the Team CMMD Foundation’s fourth annual 5K run and 1-

mile walk over Downingtown’s streets on Saturday morning, November 4. Proceeds will go to 

local cancer families. 

 

If you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 
If you missed the November 2 Hist-O-Gram, you can access it by clicking on: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/November%202%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Flag Raising 
The Veterans’ Day Flag Raising ceremony, sponsored by the Downingtown-Thorndale Regional Chamber of 

Commerce, will take place at Kerr Park, Downingtown, at 10 AM on Saturday, November 11. 
 

Gift and Craft Show 
St. Anthony's Women's Auxiliary will present its 3rd annual Holiday Gift and Craft Show from 10 AM until 2 PM 

on Saturday, November 18, at Saint Anthony's Lodge, 259 W. Church St. Downingtown. Enjoy browsing a 

collection of unique items from local craft makers and independent consultants.  Free admission, food and beverages 

for sale, and great raffle items!  Contact Angela at staladies@hotmail.com for more details. 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/November%202%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/November%202%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
mailto:staladies@hotmail.com


 

Community Luncheon 

Central Presbyterian Church, 100 W Uwchlan Ave, Downingtown, holds a monthly Community Luncheon from 11 

AM until 1 PM on the first Thursday of each month, October through May. Their ever popular chili, chicken corn 

noodle, vegetable beef, and cream of potato soups are sold along with sandwiches, salad platters, homemade 

desserts and beverages. Gluten-free options are available. For take-out service, call 610-269-1576 and ask for the 

kitchen.  Bring a friend, meet a neighbor, or come alone and enjoy good food and fellowship. 
 

Holiday Fair 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 101 Worthington Road, off Route 100 in Lionville, will have its annual Holiday 

Fair from 9 AM until 3 PM on Saturday, November 18. There will be baskets on auction (bidding ends at 2 PM), 

baked goods, craft items, attic treasures such as toys and games, and lunch will be served. Kids can have their 

picture taken with Santa, and children can make a craft item and take it home. Hospitality table will feature hot cider 

and donut holes, plus a basket to be raffled off at the end of the Fair. For more info, call: 610-363-7285 or 610-269-

4358. 
 

Turkey Trot 
The 15th annual Chester County Turkey Trot will be held, to raise funds to support childhood cancer research, 

on Thanksgiving morning, November 24, at Downingtown West High School, 445 Manor Avenue. The event 

includes a 5k race/walk, a 1 mile walk, and a kids’ fun run. Last year’s turnout had about 3,000 registered 

runners, and it is expected to draw even more this year. To register and for more details, see: 

https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Downingtown/ChesterCountyTurkeyTrot 
 

Good Neighbor Christmas Events 
The Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas events will begin with the Tree Lighting at Kerr Park at 6 PM 

on Saturday, November 25. The celebration will include music, hot chocolate and cookies, and of course, Santa 

Claus, who will arrive by firetruck And beginning at 3 PM on Saturday, December 9, the Good Neighbor Christmas 

Parade will march down Lancaster Avenue to Whiteland Avenue (Route 113). For more details, see: 

http://dtownchristmas.com/ 
 

Marine Corps Toys For Tots  
Downingtown Borough will participate again in the Marine Corps Toys for Tots campaign. Collection boxes are 

located in the lobbies of Borough Hall and the Downingtown Police Department Deadline is December 11. 

 

Holiday Home Decorating Contest 
Borough homeowners can register through December 9 for the 2nd Annual Holiday Home Decorating Contest, co-

sponsored by the borough’s Parks & Rec Commission and the Downingtown-Thorndale Regional Chamber of 

Commerce Winners will be announced on December 23.  For more details, see: www.eventbrite.com/e/the-2nd-

annual-holiday-home-decorating-contest-tickets-39290882086 
 

Library Newsletter 
You can sign up to get the Downingtown Library’s newsletter via: http://downingtownlibrary.us12.list-

manage.com/subscribe?u=3a92a237c3786688e0e00b4de&id=8f7d079092 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
The American Red Cross will accept donations of blood at: 7 AM-5 PM on Friday, Nov. 10, at Collegium Charter 

School, 535 James Hance Court, Exton. 
 

Mills & More Mills 
Dan Campbell, with over 30 years of experience in architecture and historic preservation, will present a slide show, 

out-lining techniques used in finding and documenting historic mills, including many that were in the East 

Brandywine area, at 3:30 PM on Sunday, November 19. The presentation, sponsored by the East Brandywine 

Historical Commission, will be held at the township building on Route 322 in Guthriesville. 

 

 

https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Downingtown/ChesterCountyTurkeyTrot
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http://downingtownlibrary.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=3a92a237c3786688e0e00b4de&id=8f7d079092
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Volunteers Needed 
The Mill at Anselma is recruiting responsible, enthusiastic volunteers, age 18+, who are interested in either giving 

tours or in the planning and execution of fundraising events. Information sessions will take place at The Mill at 

Anselma, 1730 Conestoga Rd., Chester Springs, on Wednesday, November 15 at 7pm and again on Thursday, 

November 16 at 11am. Attendance is encouraged at one session, if possible, to learn about The Mill and what is 

involved in being a volunteer 

Tour guides will receive on-going training and support related to the history of the mill, and the workings of the 

Colonial-era gears and stones. They will also will have the opportunity to meet many interesting people from near 

and far and to help out on demonstration grinding days and other special events such as Colonial Children’s Day and 

Life in the 1860’s Day. Tours of The Mill take place on weekends from April to December. 

Event volunteers will be welcome to contribute fund raising ideas and to help plan and execute events both large and 

small. In addition to planning events, help is always needed with marketing, event registration, raffle sales and 

auction assistance. 

If you can afford a little time and are interested in joining our team, please call Kathy Lovell at 610-827-1906 and 

plan to attend one of the informational meetings.  
 

A Play About Ben Franklin’s Sister, Jenny 
Local historian Gene Delaplane will narrate the play “Jenny,” who was Ben Franklin’s youngest and extremely poor 

sibling. Drawing on primary sources, the play focuses on the interaction between Benjamin and his sister who is 

considered his life-long confidant. The play plants an excellent portrait of the challenges of a woman's life during 

18th Colonial America. The play will be presented at 7 PM by the West Caln Historical Society on Tuesday, 

November 21, in the West Caln Township Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Highway, Wagontown (Coatesville for 

GPS). Everyone welcome, no charge. Meetings are free and open to the public 
 

Senior Center Programs & Activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center via: 

www.downingtownseniors.org 
 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC Classes & Activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet Room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

file:///C:/Users/Harold/Desktop/www.downingtownseniors.org
http://www.lymepa.org/
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Where and What Was This? 

The first person who correctly identifies the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your responses to: dahs19335@gmail.com 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites via  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw/videos 

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw/videos
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


 

What locals were talking about 67 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local newspapers in the early part of June 1950: 

 The Downingtown Little League’s new baseball field, on land owned by St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Church at Pennsylvania and Manor Avenues, was dedicated. The league’s officers were 

Dr. George Bousum, president; Francis Tweed, vice president; Vinton Smedley, treasurer; and 

Charles Emery, secretary. Other board members were Walter Hadfield, Rev. Daniel Hoy, Oscar 

DiBerardinis, Edward Dunmore, Theodore Griffith, Robinson McIlvaine, Raymond Greenleaf 

and David Ross. Sponsors of the four teams in the league were St. Anthony’s Lodge, Order of 

the Moose, Pepperidge farms and VFW Post 845. 

 Students at Chester Springs School in West Pikeland, eighth graders Audrey Samworth 

and Patrick Luckett received pen and pencil sets for being the girl and boy who had the highest 

average, and Richard Collins was recognized as the most improved pupil.  

 In the closing days of the school year, some Marshallton Elementary School students 

visited William Ludwick’s blacksmith’s shop in the village, and paraded through town, wearing 

costumes. And sixth and seventh graders who participated in a pet show were John and Charles 

Nichols, Suzan Thompson, Harold Savidge, Kenny Brooks, Patricia Glennon, Judith Moulder, 

Virginia Whiteman and Nancy Jefferis, 

 Those who won prizes for St. Anthony’s Day contests at St. Anthony’s Lodge in the 

Johnsontown section of the borough included Henry Reutter, spaghetti eating; Anthony Formica, 

pie eating; Patty Sciarretta and Janet Fazzini, egg throwing. And members of St. Anthony’s 

Lodge, who made arrangements for a barn dance two weeks earlier, were Anthony Donofrio, 

Edward Perley, Charles DiSante and Vincent DiEuliis,  

 Installed as officers of the Woman’s Community Club of Uwchlan were Mrs. Edward 

Matthews, president; Mrs. Clarence Galbreath, vice president; Mrs. Carl Thomas, second vice 

president; Mrs. Gilbert Smedley, recording secretary; Mrs. Ernest Cornwall, corresponding 

secretary; and Mrs. Earl Leslie, treasurer. 

 The Lionville Community Vacation Bible School’s staff included Grace Happersett, 

Gwen Hamer, Eleanor Matlack, Mrs. Mark Crosson, Mrs. William Whitely, Mrs. Elroy 

Butterman, Mrs. Everett Wilson, Mrs. Nevin Myer, Mrs. John Carmichael, Mrs. Harry Ruth, 

Isabel Acker Mrs. Percy Yoos, Mrs. Norman Davis and Mrs. Schuyler Rennard.       

 Mrs. Leo Hamilton was appointed chairman of the new Junior Red Cross group, 

comprised of Downingtown students, and Frances Savidge was her assistant. Other Red Cross 

chairmen included were Mrs. Edward Kerr, volunteer service; Mrs. Penrose Davis, vice 

chairman; Mrs. William Mahood, disasters; Mrs. John Fisher, publicity; Stanley Walters, blood 

service; James Fennelly, home service; Mrs. Robert Garrett, Gray Ladies; Mrs. Nathan Eachus, 

nurses’ aides; Fannie McIlvain, motor corps; and Mrs. Wesley Worrall, canteen.    

 Student speakers at the DHS commencement were Joseph Streamer, Class of 1950 

president, Shirley Schultz, Eleanor Detterline and Joan Garrison.    

 Four graduates of the Mount Airy School in Uwchlan Township were Lois McElyea, 

William Scott, William Collins and Edward Quay. And students who were recognized for having 

the highest averages in their respective grades were: Janice Tryon, first grade; Nancy Shreiner, 

second; Jimmy Rennard, third; and Harry Shreiner, fourth.  



 Seven students who completed the eighth grade at Lionville School and were going to 

DHS included Dorinda Mabry, Harry Dewees, Thomas Fisher, Ronald Otter, Meredith Ruark, 

Sam Supplee And Richard Taylor.       

 Members of the Marshallton Grange committee responsible for finding land in the 

village, where a new Grange hall could be built, included John Romig, Louis Wickersham, Paul 

Roberts, William Ludwick and Burtis Coxe.  

 Elected as officers of the Downingtown Moose Lodge were Velma Spence, senior 

regent; Shirley Miller, junior regent; Regina Wiggins, chaplain; Rose Simone, treasurer; Mary 

Hilton, recorder; Dorothy Robinson, guide; Edith Thompson, assistant guide; Evelyn Seeds, 

sentinel; and Marian Shirk, argus. 

 Elected as leaders of the Minquas Fire Co. were John Noll, president; George Perry, vice 

president; Thomas Phillips, secretary; Vinton Smedley; financial secretary; Everett Fisher, 

treasurer. 
 
 

Book Sale continues on Sunday, November 19 

 
The Historical Society’s Book Sale will continue on Sunday afternoon (1-4 PM) on November 

19, when thousands of used books still will be available, at Ashbridge House, next to the Chick-

Fil-A restaurant in the Ashbridge Square Shopping Center on Route 30. We have reduced the 

price of books to only 50 cents each, except for some marked, high-value books and sets. Or you 

can buy a bag-full of books for just $5 (DAHS reserves the right to limit bag size).  

 

If you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 
If you missed the November 2 Hist-O-Gram, you can access it by clicking on: 

http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/November%209%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

https://www.facebook.com/136323699717931/photos/gm.138949993498229/2804449832905291/?type=3
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It was Strawbridge’s at the Exton Square Mall 

 

Jack McCombs, DHS Class of 1958, is a truly perceptive scholar because he was first of many 

people who correctly identified the scene in the photo above as fountain in front of the 

Strawbridge & Clothier Department Store in the Exton Square Mall. The Exton Square Mall was 

built by The Rouse Company, and opened its doors in August 1973. The mall had one anchor 

store, Strawbridge & Clothier, surrounded by a ring of smaller stores. Macy’s has occupied the 

space where Strawbridge’s was located since 2006.  

 

 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society  
The Historical Society’s officers include: President:  Phil Dague, Vice President: Jim Sundman, 

Recording Secretary: Marion Piccolomini, Corresponding Secretary: Donna Capriotti, Treasurer: 

Lauren Fagan, Archivist: Carol Grigson, Directors: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, Jay Worrall, 

Jordan Staub, Presidents Emeritus:  Roger Grigson and Parry Desmond. 

 

 

New site on how to trace your property’s history  
If you’re seeking the history of your residence or other property in Chester County, click on this 

revised site: www.chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/35680 
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What was happening here 52 years ago 
Noted below are news items originally published in local papers in the early part of June 1965: 

 Sara Peoples received two academic awards, as 211 students graduated from diplomas at 

the DHS commencement. Student speakers were Edward Hiltebeitel, Carol French, Shirley May 

Robinson and Margaret Lynn Woodland. They were introduced by Paul Bien, class president. 

Awarded medals for  various subjects included Janet Strawsnyder, English; Lee Ann Cohen, 

social studies; Kathryn Reichard, language; Ethan Berry, art; Fred Miley, agriculture; Bonnie 

Ker, music; John Howard industrial arts; and Dorothy Hendrix, home economics. 

 Howard Jones, a TV personality on WFIL-TV who had leased the Downingtown 

Farmers Market for 10 years, said “extensive” improvements were planned for the business. 

The market was built in 1952 by the Tabas brothers, on a 25-acre site on Route 30 in East Caln,  

 The Wallace Township School Board sold two one-room schoolhouses on Little 

Conestoga Road: the Seminary School, built in 1830, and the Lincoln School, built in 1867. 

 Members of Boy Scout Troop 83, Lionville, who earned promotion badges at a Court of 

Honor, included Allan Young, Timmy Ashinhurst, Robert Baker, Paul Draper, Chuck Thomas, 

Gary Morinelli, James Roan and Tom Perkins. 

 The DHS Music Department sponsored a horse show as a fund raiser. Selected to be 

members of the marching band’s color guard were Mary Sue Mackey, Wanda Swarner, Cathy 

Mitchell, Kathy Martin, Georgia Baker and Diane Werner. And chosen to be majorettes were 

Carol Miller, Vickie Stephenson, Diane Taylor and Barbara Taylor. 

 The Dramatics Club at DHS put on a one-act play, written by Joy Wertz. Participants in 

the production were Sharon Baker, Roma Snyder, Harriet Lauffer, Fred Martin, Ellen Morris, 

Barbara Black, Gail Dunford and David Reber. 

 Installed as officers of the Village League of the Uwchlans were Mrs. O. J. Ashinhurst, 

president; Mrs. Daniel Hoag, vice president; Mrs. William Wagoner, secretary; and Mrs. Lacy 

Lackey, treasurer. Appointed as committee chairmen were Mrs. Calvin Rowan, membership; 

Mrs. Walter Mitchell, ways and means; Mrs. John Johnston, program; and Mrs. Joseph Weaver, 

hospitality. 

 The Downingtown Lions Club sponsored another train junket to the World’s Fair in 

New York. More than 1,100 local people, who traveled in 10 railroad cars, made the pilgrimage 

to the World’s Fair in 1964. 

 Elected as officers of the Downingtown Rotary Club were Stephen Mac Neill, 

president; William Balderston, first vice president; Cheston Hall, second vice president; Ernest 

Smedley, secretary; and Lloyd Swarner, treasurer.  

 Honored for their serving as members of the Patriotic Order of Sons of America in 

Downingtown for 50 years were Ralph Williams, Earl Hadfield and Maurice Happersett. 

Officers of the local POSA were Marvin Shirk, president; Walter Lundquist, vice president; and 

Gilbert Cox, secretary. 

 Mrs. Edgar Esworthy was installed as president of the president of the Philothea Sunshine 

Bible Class at East Brandywine Baptist Church. Also elected were Mrs. Harold Jones, 

treasurer, and Mrs. Myrtle Jefferis, treasurer. 

 The Glenmoore Fire Company’s 50th anniversary celebration included a parade on 

Saturday afternoon, June 5, followed by a block party which included kiddie rides and a tug-o-

war contest. 



 

Vintage Ad of the Week 

 

This ad was originally published in the December 21, 1933 edition of the Downingtown Archive. 

 



Inducted into Chester County Sports Hall of Fame 

 

Three people with DHS connections were part of the 2017 class, which was inducted into the 

Chester County Sports Hall of Fame on Saturday night. They are, left to right:  

Becky Desmond – An art teacher in the Downingtown School District for 52 years. During her 

40-year coaching career, Desmond’s tennis teams won 15 Ches-Mont League championships. 

The tennis courts at Downingtown West are named in her honor and she authored a book on 

coaching for the United States Tennis Association. Desmond was named the coach of the year by 

the U.S. Professional Tennis Registry in 2003 and was later inducted into their hall of fame. She 

also was a two-time Daily Local News and USTA Middle States Coach of the Year. 

Arlen Harris – A standout running back at Downingtown High School from 1994-98, Harris led 

the Whippets to three Ches-Mont titles and the 1996 PIAA Championship. In the state title game, 

Harris broke Tony Dorsett’s scoring and rushing record. He was a Parade All-American, the Big 

33 Game MVP, Ches-Mont MVP and a two-time All-State selection. At the University of 

Virginia, Harris played in four bowl games and was the MVP of the Senior Bowl all-star game. 

He played in the NFL for five seasons, including stints with the St. Louis Rams, the Detroit 

Lions and the Atlanta Falcons. 

Joe Iezzi – A West Chester University graduate, Iezzi was the head athletic trainer at Cheyney 

(1976-85), Philadelphia Textile (1985-88) and the Downingtown School District (1988-2013). 

Along the way, Iezzi served as a trainer for five NCAA Final Fours and 21 PIAA State 

Championships. In addition, he worked for the US Olympic Training Center and with American 

athletes at the Olympic Festival, World Games and the Goodwill Games. Iezzi has been inducted 

into the halls of fame at the National Athletic Trainer’s Association (2009), Cheyney University 

(2012), the Trainer’s Society (2007) and Philadelphia University (2014). He now works for the 

NFL as an ATC concussion spotter. 



 
Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Girls on the Run/Walk 
The Chester County Girls on the Run /Walk5K Race will be held at 9 AM on Saturday 2. Race begins at DHS West on 
Manor Avenue in Downingtown. For details and to register (ends on Nov. 25) see: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/Register/?raceId=37699#register. 
 

Gift and Craft Show 
St. Anthony's Women's Auxiliary will present its 3rd annual Holiday Gift and Craft Show from 10 AM until 2 PM 

on Saturday, November 18, at Saint Anthony's Lodge, 259 W. Church St. Downingtown. Enjoy browsing a 

collection of unique items from local craft makers and independent consultants.  Free admission, food and beverages 

for sale, and great raffle items!  Contact Angela at staladies@hotmail.com for more details. 
 

Community Luncheon 

Central Presbyterian Church, 100 W Uwchlan Ave, Downingtown, holds a monthly Community Luncheon from 11 

AM until 1 PM on the first Thursday of each month, October through May. Their ever popular chili, chicken corn 

noodle, vegetable beef, and cream of potato soups are sold along with sandwiches, salad platters, homemade 

desserts and beverages. Gluten-free options are available. For take-out service, call 610-269-1576 and ask for the 

kitchen.  Bring a friend, meet a neighbor, or come alone and enjoy good food and fellowship. 
 

Holiday Fair 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 101 Worthington Road, off Route 100 in Lionville, will have its Holiday Fair 

from 9 AM until 3 PM on Saturday, November 18. There will be baskets on auction (bidding ends at 2 PM), baked 

goods, craft items, attic treasures such as toys and games, and lunch will be served. Kids can have their picture taken 

with Santa, and children can make a craft item and take it home. Hospitality table will feature hot cider and donut 

holes, plus a basket to be raffled off at the end of the Fair. For more info, call: 610-363-7285 or 610-269-4358. 
 

Turkey Trot 
The 15th annual Chester County Turkey Trot will be held, to raise funds to support childhood cancer research, 

on Thanksgiving morning, November 24, at Downingtown West High School, 445 Manor Avenue. The event 

includes a 5k race/walk, a 1 mile walk, and a kids’ fun run. Last year’s turnout had about 3,000 registered 

runners, and it is expected to draw even more this year. To register and for more details, see: 

https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Downingtown/ChesterCountyTurkeyTrot 
 

Good Neighbor Christmas Events 
The Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas events will begin with the Tree Lighting at Kerr Park at 6 PM 

on Saturday, November 25. The celebration will include music, hot chocolate and cookies, and of course, Santa 

Claus, who will arrive by firetruck, will be at the Log House in Kerr Park from 11 AM until 2 PM on Saturday 2. 

And beginning at 3 PM on Saturday, December 9, the Good Neighbor Christmas Parade will march down Lancaster 

Avenue to Whiteland Avenue (Route 113). For more details, see: http://dtownchristmas.com/ 
 

Marine Corps Toys For Tots  
Downingtown Borough will participate again in the Marine Corps Toys for Tots campaign. Collection boxes are 

located in the lobbies of Borough Hall and the Downingtown Police Department Deadline is December 11. 
 

Holiday Home Decorating Contest 
Borough homeowners can register through December 9 for the 2nd Annual Holiday Home Decorating Contest, co-

sponsored by the borough’s Parks & Rec Commission and the Downingtown-Thorndale Regional Chamber of 

Commerce Winners will be announced on December 23.  For more details, see: www.eventbrite.com/e/the-2nd-

annual-holiday-home-decorating-contest-tickets-39290882086 
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Library Newsletter 
You can sign up to get the Downingtown Library’s newsletter via: http://downingtownlibrary.us12.list-

manage.com/subscribe?u=3a92a237c3786688e0e00b4de&id=8f7d079092 
 

Mills & More Mills 
Dan Campbell, with over 30 years of experience in architecture and historic preservation, will present a slide show, 

out-lining techniques used in finding and documenting historic mills, including many that were in the East 

Brandywine area, at 3:30 PM on Sunday, November 19. The presentation, sponsored by the East Brandywine 

Historical Commission, will be held at the township building on Route 322 in Guthriesville. 
 

Volunteers Needed 
The Mill at Anselma is recruiting responsible, enthusiastic volunteers, age 18+, who are interested in either giving 

tours or in the planning and execution of fundraising events. Information sessions will take place at The Mill at 

Anselma, 1730 Conestoga Rd., Chester Springs, on Wednesday, November 15 at 7pm and again on Thursday, 

November 16 at 11am. Attendance is encouraged at one session, if possible, to learn about The Mill and what is 

involved in being a volunteer 

Tour guides will receive on-going training and support related to the history of the mill, and the workings of the 

Colonial-era gears and stones. They will also will have the opportunity to meet many interesting people from near 

and far and to help out on demonstration grinding days and other special events such as Colonial Children’s Day and 

Life in the 1860’s Day. Tours of The Mill take place on weekends from April to December. 

Event volunteers will be welcome to contribute fund raising ideas and to help plan and execute events both large and 

small. In addition to planning events, help is always needed with marketing, event registration, raffle sales and 

auction assistance. 

If you can afford a little time and are interested in joining our team, please call Kathy Lovell at 610-827-1906 and 

plan to attend one of the informational meetings.  
 

A Play About Ben Franklin’s Sister, Jenny 
Local historian Gene Delaplane will narrate the play “Jenny,” who was Ben Franklin’s youngest and extremely poor 

sibling. Drawing on primary sources, the play focuses on the interaction between Benjamin and his sister who is 

considered his life-long confidant. The play plants an excellent portrait of the challenges of a woman's life during 

18th Colonial America. The play will be presented at 7 PM by the West Caln Historical Society on Tuesday, 

November 21, in the West Caln Township Municipal Bldg., 721 W. Kings Highway, Wagontown (Coatesville for 

GPS). Everyone welcome, no charge. Meetings are free and open to the public. 
 

Senior Center Programs & Activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center via: 

www.downingtownseniors.org 
 

Brochure on DARC Classes & Activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  
 

Banquet Room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

 

http://downingtownlibrary.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=3a92a237c3786688e0e00b4de&id=8f7d079092
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Where Is This In Kerr Park?

 
 The first person who correctly identifies the exact site in Kerr Park where this date stone was   

installed will be recognized as a truly perceptive scholar. Please send your responses to: 

dahs19335@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 

mailto:dahs19335@gmail.com
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/


What locals were talking about 67 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local newspapers in the latter part of June 1950: 

 Downingtown borough’s population grew by 6 percent—from 4,645 residents in 1940 

to 4,926 in 1950—according to the federal Census. And Chester County’s population increased 

17 percent—from 135,626 residents in 1940 to 158,691 in 1950. 

 Thirteen-year-old Bobby Hughes of Lyndell won third annual Soap Box Derby, 

sponsored by the Downingtown Lions Club. Hughes covered the one-quarter mile race down the 

borough’s Chestnut Street hill in 41.2 seconds. However, in a qualifying round, Johnny 

Atkinson, 12, of Downingtown, upset his racer and suffered a fractured left leg. 

And elected as leaders of the Lions Club were Morris Jackson, president; Dr. William Reed, 

first vice president; Leebert Chambers, second vice president; Irwin Pollock, third vice president; 

John Rogers, secretary; Joseph Matthewson, treasurer; Wilson Pollock, tail twister; Dr. Anthony 

Ricci, assistant tail twister; William McNamara, lion tamer; Horace Miller, assistant lion tamer; 

and William Rowland and Earl Foreman, directors. 

 Creston Shoemaker, of the Downingtown Chamber of Commerce, said major efforts had 

been made for visitors travelling through, or staying in, the borough, to attend the week-long 

National Boy Scout Jamboree at Valley Forge. They included: an information station at the 

Chamber’s new headquarters in the Log House on East Lancaster Avenue; an emergency first aid 

station at the Downingtown Paper Co.; and 65 local homes where jamboree visitors could stay 

over-night. 

Also, installed as officers at the Chamber’s annual dinner were Jack Bernstein, president; 

Edward Towson, first vice president; Dr. Charles Bruton, second vice president; Gene Freed, 

secretary-treasurer; and directors Frank Bishop, Ray Sheeler, Charles Emery, William Mittel, 

Lee Snyder, Edward Rothrock, Robert Charles, Everett Hoopes and Shoemaker. 

 Entertainment on the final night of the Glen Moore Fire Company’s annual fair was 

provided by Bill Haley and His Saddle Men from Chester, PA. A few years later, basically the 

same group, Bill Haley and His Comets, were recognized as the earliest group of white 

musicians to bring rock 'n' roll to the attention of America and the rest of the world. From 1954 

until 1956, the group placed nine singles in the Top 20. And one of them—“Rock Around the 

Clock”—was an iconic, number one hit. 

 Installed as officers of the Downingtown Rotary Club were Ernest Smedley, president; 

Samuel Evans, vice president; Clarence Dorsey, secretary; Stuart Pollock, treasurer; and 

directors Donald Eastburn, C. O. Brown, David Ross and Herbert Ash.   

 Appointed as committee chairmen of the WSCS group at Marshallton Methodist 

Church were Mrs. George McAllister, cards and flowers; Mrs. Milton Durnall, altar flowers; 

Mrs. Harry Cann, parsonage; Mrs. John Trimble, Mrs. Earl LeFevre, Mrs. Clarence Moore, Mrs. 

Ralph Wilson, Mrs. Harry Wickersham and Mrs. David Johnson, ways and means.  

 Mark Bareford was installed as Commander of the Downingtown’s American Legion 

Post. Other officers elected were George Gregory, first vice commander; John Mercer, second 

vice commander; Joseph Miller, finance officer; Rev. David Stewart, chaplain; Earl Shirk, 

sergeant-at-arms; Paul Dague, historian; Ralph Howard, service officer; and Francis Summers, 

adjutant. The post’s executive board included Edgar Stoudt, Edward Spamer, Walter Crandall, 

Leon Gable and George Davidson. 

And American Legion Auxiliary officers elected were Mrs. John Mercer. President; Mrs. 

Earl Shirk, first vice president; Mrs. Paul McCombs, second vice president; Esther Williams, 



treasurer; Mrs. Paul Dague, treasurer; Mrs. Howard Fitzgerald, chaplain; Mrs. Charles Rodgers, 

historian; and Mrs. James Lynn, sergeant-at-arms. 

 The Downingtown Young Men’s Association’s plans for the fourth annual Good 

Neighbor Day on the Fourth of July included: an amateur hour for all ages; entries in the pie and 

cake baking contests, which would include cherry, apple and lemon pies; and vanilla and 

chocolate layer and sponge cakes; a kids bike race and archery. Grand prizes included a living 

room suite, a movie projector and screen; and a boy’s or girl’s bicycle. 

 Downingtown’s Summer Bible School—jointly conducted by Central Presbyterian, 

Downingtown Methodist, St. James Episcopal and Messiah Lutheran Churches—attracted a 

daily average of 104 kids. Jean Pollock was the superintendent.  

 The Community Bible School at Glen Moore Methodist Church, which had an 

enrollment of more than 50 kids, was conducted by these teachers: Mrs. P. W. Bare, Mrs. Joseph 

Mason, Mrs. Chester Berkey, Mrs. Grier Miller and Mrs. Thomas Miller. 

 Members of the WSCS group at Downingtown Methodist Church, who were honored 

for many years of service, included Mrs. Edge Lewis, Mrs. Mary Swayne, Mrs. Mary Baldwin, 

Mrs. Edgar Griffith, Mrs. Charles Warren and Mrs. George Pollock. 

 Winners in the dog competition at the pet show at Central Presbyterian Church 

included: Jane Miles, Maureen Renshaw and Eileen Moyer, largest; Lee Robertson, Dolly 

Butterman and Sissy Ash, smallest; and Jane Miles, Gary Kinsey and Caroline Ash, longest tail. 

 Members of the Junior Choir, who sang on Children’s Day at St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church, Lionville, were Delores Stewart, Margaret Detwiler, Mary Louise Thomas, Kathleen 

Levengood, Barbara Rosenbaum, Thomas Fisher, Ronald Otter, Richard Taylor, Dennis Ellmore, 

Harry Dewees, Paul Van Wyk, Richard Ruth, Jon Stewart and Richard Thomas. 

 

 

We’re selling Luminaria supplies again 
The holidays are fast approaching, and the Historical Society will again make it possible for 

people to be part of this Downingtown tradition by selling luminaria candles and bases. Orders 

can be made individually to the coordinator, Carol Grigson, at 610-269-5413 or via 

dths1709@gmail.com. Prices remain the same: 75 cents for each candle and bag, and 75 cents 

for each plastic base. First pickups of orders will be available at Ashbridge House, our 

headquarters next to the Chick-Fil-A Restaurant on Route 30 in East Caln, on Saturday 

afternoon, December 2 and Sunday afternoon, December 3. Other pickup options will be 

announced in subsequent Hist-O-Grams. Call 610-269-5413 if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

If you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 
If you missed the November 2 Hist-O-Gram, you can access it by clicking on: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/November%2016%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf. 

 

mailto:dths1709@gmail.com
http://www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-Grams/November%2016%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf
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We hope Santa Claus will visit your house 

 
Make a $100 donation to the Downingtown Area Historical Society and you will receive an up-to one-hour 

visit from good ole Santa Clause, better known as Phi Dague, Historical Society president, to homes or 

businesses in the Downingtown Area School District. The photo above is from last year, when Dague donned 

the red suit and paid a visit to The Downingtown Library. If you make a minimum donation of $100, Phil will 

be happy to put the suit on once again and visit YOUR house! Interested parties should e-mail Phil at 

PRD1961@GMAIL.COM, and we'll work something out, schedule-wise. Visit dates include: November 25 

and 26, and December 3, 10, 16 and 17. . 

 
 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society  
The Historical Society’s officers include: President:  Phil Dague; Vice President: Jim Sundman; 

Recording Secretary: Marion Piccolomini; Corresponding Secretary: Donna Capriotti; Treasurer: 

Lauren Fagan; Archivist: Carol Grigson; Directors: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, Jay Worrall, 

Jordan Staub; Presidents Emeritus: Roger Grigson and Parry Desmond. 

PRD1961@GMAIL.COM%20


 

It was the Improvement Building 

 
Jan Bednarchik was the only person who correctly identified the photo in the November 16 Hist-

O-Gram as the Downingtown Improvement Building at the northwest corner of Stuart and 

Lancaster Avenues. Many respondents thought it was the Swan Hotel. We’re not sure when the 

Improvement Building was constructed, but it was built on the former site of the Masonic Hall, 

which was destroyed by a fire in 1882. The photo above shows that the front door on the street 

level led into the Downingtown Post Office, which was there until 1926, when it was relocated to 

the new Borough Hall. In later years, the first floor was the site of William Mittel’s grocery 

store. The upper levels of the building were rented to many beneficial societies and other 

organizations during much of the 20th Century. Today, the site is a parking lot, next to The 

Station Tap (formerly Greenleaf's Pharmacy). 

 
Deadline for Hall of Fame nominations is Dec. 1 

Nominations for the 2018 Class of the DHS Alumni Association’s Hall of Fame must be 

submitted by Friday 1. For details, see:  

http://downingtownalumni.org/HallOfFame.html 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites via  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw/videos 

http://downingtownalumni.org/HallOfFame.html
http://downingtownalumni.org/HallOfFame.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw/videos


 

Group Photo of the Week 

 
Members of the DHS girls’ varsity basketball team in 1949 in the photo above included  

Margaret Sciaretta, Helen Doran, Louise Bartelmo, Nancy Sarmento, Marie Grube and Yvonne 

Ippolito.  
 

Book Sale ends on Black Friday, November 24; 

Ashbridge House closed on Sunday, Nov. 26 
Perhaps you don’t want to stand in line before the suns comes up on Black Friday, on November 

24 to take advantage of bargains offered by local stores. Maybe that’s one reason for you to do 

some relaxed shopping before the Historical Society’s Book Sale wraps up its Used Book Sale 

on Black Friday afternoon (noon until 4 PM). We still have thousands of used books that are 

available, at Ashbridge House, next to the Chick-Fil-A restaurant in the Ashbridge Square 

Shopping Center on Route 30. We have reduced the price of books to only 50 cents each, except 

for some marked, high-value books and sets. Or you can buy a bag-full of books for just $5 

(DAHS reserves the right to limit bag size). Since it’s part of the Thanksgiving holiday weekend, 

Ashbridge House won’t be open on Sunday, November 26. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/136323699717931/photos/gm.138949993498229/2804449832905291/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/136323699717931/photos/gm.138949993498229/2804449832905291/?type=3


Vintage Ad of the Week   

 
This ad was originally published in the May 4, 1950 edition of the Daily Local News. 

 



 

Chair from first Alert firehouse donated 

 
Bob Stevens, longtime officer of Downingtown’s Alert Fire Co., recently donated a chair, which 

had been used for decades in the first (1889-1939) firehouse on Downing Avenue in the borough, 

and continued to be used for many years in the firehouse on Pennsylvania Avenue.  

 
 



Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Turkey Trot 
The 15th annual Chester County Turkey Trot will be held, to raise funds to support childhood cancer research, 

on Thanksgiving morning, November 24, at Downingtown West High School, 445 Manor Avenue. The event 

includes a 5k race/walk, a 1 mile walk, and a kids’ fun run. Last year’s turnout had about 3,000 registered 

runners, and it is expected to draw even more this year. To register and for more details, see: 

https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Downingtown/ChesterCountyTurkeyTrot 
 

Good Neighbor Christmas Events 
The Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas events will begin with the Tree Lighting at Kerr Park at 6 PM 

on Saturday, November 25. The celebration will include music, hot chocolate and cookies, and Santa Claus, who 

will arrive by firetruck. Santa also will be at the Log House in Kerr Park from 11 AM until 2 PM on Saturday, 

December 2. And beginning at 3 PM on Saturday, December 9, the Good Neighbor Christmas Parade will march 

down Lancaster Avenue to Whiteland Avenue (Route 113). For more details, see: http://dtownchristmas.com/ 

 

Christmas in Marshallton 
As Christmas approaches, keep the Village of Marshallton in mind. At 8 AM on Saturday, December 2, the West 

Bradford Fire Co. will host Breakfast with Santa. And starting at 9 AM, the festivities continue at Marshallton 

United Methodist Church, where homemade cookies and crafts will be for sale in the Fellowship Hall.  Also, at 

11:30 AM, you can enjoy a free Community Soup and Sandwich lunch. Live music will be featured all morning in 

the church sanctuary. The day concludes at 4 PM with the Tree Lighting at Martin's Tavern. 
 

Mill at Anselma Events 
On Thursday evening, December 7, The Mill at Anselma will host a concert of holiday music featuring voice 

students enrolled with DoRayMi Lessons in Downingtown under the direction of Rosalind Hayes. This event will be 

held in the dining hall at Montgomery School, 1141 Kimberton Road, Chester Springs. It will begin at 6:30 PM with 

a wine, cheese and Christmas cookie reception, followed by the concert at 7 PM. Tickets may be purchased at the 

door for $5. Members of the Mill at Anselma attend free of charge. All proceeds benefit The Mill at Anselma’s 

preservation and educational outreach. 

And from 4:30 to 6:30 PM, Friday, December 8, lanterns and luminaries will light the buildings of The Mill at 

Anselma, as this historic site opens to the public for special holiday tours. In addition to learning about the families 

that ran the mill since the 1700s and the evolution of milling technology, guests will enjoy hot cider, Christmas 

cookies and crafts for the children. Admission to these tours is free to all members of The Mill at Anselma. 

Admission for non-members is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors and $3 for children 4 – 14. All children who bring in a 

non-perishable food item for the Chester County Food Bank will be admitted for free. 

For more information, contact the Mill at Anselma at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or 

visit www.anselmamill.org. 
 

Community Luncheon 

Central Presbyterian Church, 100 W Uwchlan Ave, Downingtown, holds a monthly Community Luncheon from 11 

AM until 1 PM on the first Thursday of each month, October through May. Their popular chili, chicken corn noodle, 

vegetable beef, and cream of potato soups are sold, along with sandwiches, salad platters, homemade desserts and 

beverages. Gluten-free options are available. For take-out service, call 610-269-1576 and ask for the kitchen.  Bring 

a friend, meet a neighbor, or come alone and enjoy good food and fellowship. 
 

Senior Center Programs & Activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center via: 

www.downingtownseniors.org 
 

Brochure on DARC Classes & Activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  

https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Downingtown/ChesterCountyTurkeyTrot
https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Downingtown/ChesterCountyTurkeyTrot
http://dtownchristmas.com/
about:blank
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Library Newsletter 
You can sign up to get the Downingtown Library’s newsletter via: http://downingtownlibrary.us12.list-

manage.com/subscribe?u=3a92a237c3786688e0e00b4de&id=8f7d079092 
 

Banquet Room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

 

 

 

http://downingtownlibrary.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=3a92a237c3786688e0e00b4de&id=8f7d079092
http://downingtownlibrary.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=3a92a237c3786688e0e00b4de&id=8f7d079092
http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/
https://d.docs.live.net/25ef5520a8c9e5ac/cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org


 

Vol. 8, No. 47                                                                                                     November 30, 2017  

Where and What Is This? 

 
The first person who correctly identifies the site in the photo above will be recognized as a truly 

perceptive scholar. Please send your responses to: dahs19335@gmail.com 

 

 

Access to latest historic “Then & Now” photo sequences 

You can see all of the “Then & Now” morphed photo sequences of local historic sites via  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIh25kTu3B_uVb6lhZku7mw/videos 

 

 

 

 

Downingtown Area Historical Society 

Hist-O-Gram 
Interesting local history, accessed from our archives 

 

        www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org   
            

The past is never done. It is not even past--William Faulkner 
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What was happening here 52 years ago 
Noted below are items originally published in local newspapers in the latter part of June 1965: 

• Plans for the new West Bradford Elementary School on Broad Run Road were 

approved by the Joint Elementary School Board. Building the 720-pupil, 22-classroom facility 

was projected to cost $1.3 million. And the Joint High School Board agreed to spend about 

$30,000 on improving a 15-acre tract to be used for football practice, and playing surfaces for 

baseball, softball, lacrosse, soccer and field hockey practice and competitions. 

• Chandler Cushman informed the Downingtown Chamber of Commerce that the 

American Viscose Division of FMC Corp. would open its plant on Boot Road by mid-

September.  

• A petition, signed by 25 Wallace Township residents, was presented at a supervisors’ 

meeting at the Glen Moore fire hall. The petition requested that a “qualified, professionally 

trained police officer” be hired for full-time duty. They also claimed that Lloyd Johnson, 

current police chief, was “inadequately equipped to do the job” because he also was a part-time 

constable in West Nantmeal Township 

• Recipients of the American Legion Award at the commencement exercises at St. 

Joseph’s Catholic School, Downingtown, were Elaine Cain and John Cazzerro. Gregory 

Valocchi and Patricia Morinelli received an award for the highest academic averages.  

• Two one-room schools were auctioned off by the Wallace Township School Board. The 

Seminary School, built in 1832, on Little Conestoga Road was sold for $10,500 to Albert 

Greenfield. And a “Mrs. Tatum” was the highest bidder--$8,500—on the Lincoln School, built in 

1867 in Little Conestoga Road. Members of the Wallace School Board at the auction were Roger 

Irey, Robert Mason, Robert Gabriel, Mrs. Rupert Roeder and Mrs. Harker Rhodes. 

• Members of the track team, who were recognized as letter winners at the DHS Spring 

Sports Assembly included Jay Algier, Ron Donnon, Ray Campbell, Dan Hiltebeitel, Glenn 

Archie and Eugene Prout. And members of the girls’ tennis team who earned varsity letters  were 

Carol French, Bernice Gauntlett and Cathy Cosenzo,  

• Junior High art students, recognized for their individual exhibits, were Joan 

Poffenbarger, Anne Cawley, and Bob Hiltebeitel, first; Kathy Black, Steve Long and Alfred 

Harman, second; and Donald DeGezelle, Philip Chilla, Terri Pollock, Bill Fennelly, Roger 

Nellius and Ann White, third. 

• Captains for the Downingtown-Chester Valley United Way residential campaign 

included Mrs. William Bender, Wallace Township; Mrs. Ronald Culp, Upper Uwchlan; Mrs. 

Daniel Mooney, East Brandywine; Mrs. Ralph Erskine, Mrs. Daniel Hughes and Mrs. Robert 

Herion, Uwchlan; Mrs. Kenneth Frye, East Caln; Mrs. Victor Sarkissian, Caln; Mrs. Myron 

Caffey, West Bradford; and Mrs. Gilbert Hamm, Downingtown borough. 

• Edward Thompson won the Marshallton School’s second annual Bike Drivers’ Rodeo. 

Serving as judges for the rodeo were Parents League members William James, Manley Case, 

William Flinn, Francis Wood, Earl Edwards and Wesley Walton. 

• Confirmed at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Lionville, were Mildred Blake, 

Barbara Jean Brumgard, Jill Corneal, Karen Mae Cummins, Richard Earl Faddis, John Hennsler, 

Richard Jackson, Clair Koser, Timothy Mackey, Joyce Mull, Norma Walters and Donald 

Willoughby. 

• Installed as officers of the Downingtown chapter of the Women of the Moose were 

Dorothy Rawson, senior regent; Katherine Tucker, graduate regent; Kay Bolenski, junior regent; 



Sally Mayhew, chaplain; Eva Marsh, treasurer; Kathryn Lammey, secretary; Betty Long, guide; 

Betty Wolfe, assistant guide; Marie Norris, argus; and Mary Helm, pianist. 

• Employees of G.O. Carlson Inc., Thorndale, responsible for planning the company’s 

annual picnic at Hershey Park were Robert Cozzone, Mary Thompson, Charles Nickle, James 

McConnell, Charles Thompson, William MacHenry, Lewis Laird, Anthony Perry, Thomas Stern, 

Daniel White and Gunnar Zorn. 

• Officers elected by members of the Downingtown Junior Woman’s Club were Mrs. 

Edward Foreman, president; Mrs. Peter Riegel, first vice president; Theresa Sciarretta, second 

vice president; Mrs. William Davis, recording secretary; Mrs. Robert McClure, corresponding 

secretary; and Mrs. David Whittaker, treasurer. 

• Officers of the Senior High Methodist Youth Fellowship group at Hopewell Methodist 

Church, East Brandywine, were Linda Lammey, president; Douglas Mentzer, vice president; 

Linda Roberts, secretary; and Larry Davidson, treasurer. And officers of the Junior High MYF 

were Sandra Lammey, president; Bill Lyman, vice president; Lynn Bower, secretary; and Bruce 

Welsh, treasurer. 

• The Lionville Fire Co. hosted a team from the Glenmoore Fire Co. in a “donkey 

baseball” game.  

 

You can still order Luminaria supplies 

The holidays are fast approaching, and the Historical Society will again make it possible for 

people to be part of this Downingtown tradition by selling luminaria candles and bases. Orders 

can be made individually to the coordinator, Carol Grigson, at 610-269-5413 or via 

dths1709@gmail.com. Prices remain the same: 75 cents for each candle and bag, and 75 cents 

for each plastic base. First pickups of orders will be available at Ashbridge House, our 

headquarters next to the Chick-Fil-A Restaurant on Route 30 in East Caln, on Saturday 

afternoon, December 2 and Sunday afternoon, December 3. Other pickup options will be 

announced in subsequent Hist-O-Grams. Call 610-269-5413 if you have any questions. 

 

 

Is Santa Claus going to visit your house? 
Make a $100 donation to the Downingtown Area Historical Society and you will receive an up-

to-one-hour visit from good ole Santa Clause, better known as Phi Dague, the Historical 

Society’s president, to homes or businesses in the Downingtown Area School District. If you 

make a minimum donation of $100, Phil will be happy to put his red suit and visit YOUR house 

or business. Interested parties should e-mail Phil at PRD1961@GMAIL.COM, and we'll work 

something out, schedule-wise. Visit dates include: November 25 and 26, and December 3, 10, 16 

and 17.  
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No one identified exactly where this is in Kerr Park 
 

   
 

The date stone photo on the left is located on one of the pillars, shown in the photo on the right, 

is on the east side of the entrance stairway leading from East Lancaster Avenue into Kerr Park. 

The stairway was a Civil Works Administration Project, designed by Downingtown architect 

Gilbert McIlvain. We have no record of where the 1927 date stone was located before the 

stairway was built in 1934. 

 

 

If you missed last week’s Hist-O-Gram 
If you missed the November 2 Hist-O-Gram, you can access it by clicking on: 

www.downingtownareahistoricalsociety.org/Histograms/2017%20Hist-O-

Grams/November%2023%202017%20Hist-O-Gram.pdf 

 

Clip Joint will be open on Sunday, December 3 
The Historical Society’s monthly Clip Joint session will be held from 1-4 PM on Sunday, 

December 3, when you’ll have an opportunity to help clip and paste newspaper articles for our 

archival collection. The session will be held at Ashbridge House, our 308-year-old headquarters, 

next to the Chick-Fil-A restaurant in the Ashbridge Square Shopping Center on Route 30 in East 

Caln. 
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Vintage Ad of the Week 

 
This ad was originally published in the December 11, 1964 edition of the Daily Local News. 

 

 

 

 

Officers of the Downingtown Area Historical Society  
The Historical Society’s officers include: President:  Phil Dague; Vice President: Jim Sundman; 

Recording Secretary: Marion Piccolomini; Corresponding Secretary: Donna Capriotti; Treasurer: 

Lauren Fagan; Archivist: Carol Grigson; Directors: Harry Helms, Mike Dunn, Jay Worrall, 

Jordan Staub; Presidents Emeritus: Roger Grigson and Parry Desmond. 

 
 



Group Photo of the Week 

 
 

These are some of the 3,000 runners and walkers, who participated in the 16th annual Chester 

County Turkey Trot 5K and clogged Manor Avenue for several blocks in Downingtown on 

Thanksgiving morning, as they waited for the race to begin. Proceeds from the event were 

donated to the Cure4Cam Childhood Cancer Foundation. 

 

 

Free Ads for Non-Profits 
 

Tree Lighting in E. Brandywine 
East Brandywine Township’s Parks and Recreation Commission will have its 3rd annual Tree Lighting Ceremony at 

the Community Park from 3-5 PM on Sunday, Dec. 3. All are welcome to make ornaments (we’ll have the supplies) 

and then help decorate the tree. Enjoy homemade cookies, hot chocolate, music and fun. Everyone who brings an 

item to donate to the Lord’s Pantry will be entered in a lottery to be the person to "flip the switch" as we light the 

tree at 4:30 PM. Items needed by the Lord's Pantry are any nonperishable food item, hats, mittens or socks.  

 

Girls on the Run 5K 
The Chester County Girls on the Run 5K race will begin at 9 AM on Saturday, Dec. 2 at DHS West High School, 

445 Manor Ave., Downingtown. For details see: https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Downingtown/GOTRCC 
 

Farmers Market 

Downingtown Farmer's Market will be located in Kerr Park every Saturday from 9 AM to 1 

PM.  
 

Good Neighbor Christmas Events 
The Downingtown Good Neighbor Christmas events will include music, hot chocolate and cookies, and Santa 

Claus, who will arrive by firetruck. Santa also will be at the Log House in Kerr Park from 11 AM until 2 PM on 

Saturday, December 2. And beginning at 3 PM on Saturday, December 9, the Good Neighbor Christmas Parade will 

march down Lancaster Avenue to Whiteland Avenue (Route 113). For more details, see: http://dtownchristmas.com/ 

 

Christmas in Marshallton 
As Christmas approaches, keep the Village of Marshallton in mind. At 8 AM on Saturday, December 2, the West 

Bradford Fire Co. will host Breakfast with Santa. And starting at 9 AM, the festivities continue at Marshallton 

United Methodist Church, where homemade cookies and crafts will be for sale in the Fellowship Hall.  Also, at 

11:30 AM, you can enjoy a free Community Soup and Sandwich lunch. Live music will be featured all morning in 

the church sanctuary. The day concludes at 4 PM with the Tree Lighting at Martin's Tavern. 

https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Downingtown/GOTRCC
http://dtownchristmas.com/


 

Mill at Anselma Events 
On Thursday evening, December 7, The Mill at Anselma will host a concert of holiday music featuring voice 

students enrolled with DoRayMi Lessons in Downingtown under the direction of Rosalind Hayes. This event will be 

held in the dining hall at Montgomery School, 1141 Kimberton Road, Chester Springs. It will begin at 6:30 PM with 

a wine, cheese and Christmas cookie reception, followed by the concert at 7 PM. Tickets may be purchased at the 

door for $5. Members of the Mill at Anselma attend free of charge. All proceeds benefit The Mill at Anselma’s 

preservation and educational outreach. 

And from 4:30 to 6:30 PM, Friday, December 8, lanterns and luminaries will light the buildings of The Mill at 

Anselma, as this historic site opens to the public for special holiday tours. In addition to learning about the families 

that ran the mill since the 1700s and the evolution of milling technology, guests will enjoy hot cider, Christmas 

cookies and crafts for the children. Admission to these tours is free to all members of The Mill at Anselma. 

Admission for non-members is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors and $3 for children 4 – 14. All children who bring in a 

non-perishable food item for the Chester County Food Bank will be admitted for free. 

For more information, contact the Mill at Anselma at 610-827-1906, email info@anselmamill.org, or 

visit www.anselmamill.org. 
 

Community Luncheon 

Central Presbyterian Church, 100 W Uwchlan Ave, Downingtown, holds a monthly Community Luncheon from 11 

AM until 1 PM on the first Thursday of each month, October through May. Their popular chili, chicken corn noodle, 

vegetable beef, and cream of potato soups are sold, along with sandwiches, salad platters, homemade desserts and 

beverages. Gluten-free options are available. For take-out service, call 610-269-1576 and ask for the kitchen.  Bring 

a friend, meet a neighbor, or come alone and enjoy good food and fellowship. 
 

Senior Center Programs & Activities 
You’ll find information about the programs and activities at the Downingtown Area Senior Center via: 

www.downingtownseniors.org 

 

Lyme Disease 
The Lyme Disease Association of Southeastern Pennsylvania, an education and support group for patients and 

caregivers who have been affected by Lyme Disease, meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7 PM at the 

Kennett Friends Meeting House on Route 82 (125 W. Sickle St. Kennett Square). Meetings are free and all are 

welcome. Check www.lymepa.org for directions and program information. 
 

Brochure on DARC Classes & Activities  
You can gain access to the latest Downingtown Area Recreational Consortium brochure, listing all classes and 

activities, at: www.darc.info/. For more info, call 610-269-9260, or stop by the DARC office (8:30 AM-4:30 PM, 

Monday thru Friday), 114 Bell Tavern Road, Downingtown.  

 

Library Newsletter 
You can sign up to get the Downingtown Library’s newsletter via: http://downingtownlibrary.us12.list-

manage.com/subscribe?u=3a92a237c3786688e0e00b4de&id=8f7d079092 
 

Banquet Room for rent 
The Downingtown (Williamson) Masonic Lodge, a non-profit organization located at 210 Manor Ave. has a 

Banquet Room for rent. The area is perfect for parties of up to 80 people and has a full kitchen. Rental fees are 

reasonable. Call 610-269-3555 for more information. 
 

Joseph’s People, Downingtown chapter  
An ecumenical support mission to help unemployed or underemployed people. The group is entirely conducted by 

volunteers, and has been at St. Joseph's since 1995. Meets at 7:30 PM on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month. All 

are welcome. Visit web page, http://josephspeople.org/our-chapters/downingtown/, or just come to a meeting at St. 

Joseph’s Parish Meeting Room behind the school, 460 Manor Ave., Downingtown. Call 610-873-7117. Leave 

Message. Leader: Cheryl Spaulding, Email: cheryl.spaulding@josephspeople.org. 

about:blank
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